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essay to be loud in dress and address they prove themselves ill-bred crea­
tures devoid of a true  vision of m anners and morals. T ruly  pitiable is 
the m ental condition of some people. Fancy, for instance, how in te ll­
igent one m ust be to sneak about under cover of darkness and rob a 
hen-roost! He tells of it to his “ fool-friends,”  who th ink  his act most 
brilliant. If he is caught and punished, as he ought to be, he then th inks 
himself of even greater im portance than  ever and his cronies look 
upon him as a hero. Such cases are hard for a hum ane people to deal 
w ith. W hen good brain is lacking the case is nearly hopeless. Few
chicken thieves realize the “ fitness of th ings.

It is for the disposition of cases of this character tha t police and
justice courts are m aintained throughout the land. So long as people re ­
fuse to use their m inds in living for good things; so long as they tu rn  a 
deaf ear to the voice of conscience which God has given them , ju st so 
long will courts be necessary to m aintain justice to all according to the 
m erits of the individual and his case.

GO O D P E N M A N S H IP

W hat a pleasure it is to receive a letter from a dear friend! It is the 
next th ing  to a visit— tete-a-tete. But when th a t letter is so w ritten  
tha t it is a greater task to read than  it to deciper a lot of hieroglyphics on 
the pyram ids some of the pleasure th a t should be present is m issing. 
How vexatious it is to run onto a word righ t in the midst of an im port­
ant or in teresting sentence which cannot be “ made o u t” . The word 
m ight be th is, th a t, or som ething else all m aking sense but w hat 
in the world is it? W as there ever such a pickle? So you see good 
penm anship is a very im portant m atter as well as a pleasing feature for 

for the eye.
Beyond a certain degree of profficiency in w riting  many of us cannot 

go, as it is more or less a gift to w rite an elegant hand, but we can, and 
should, w rite legibly. N ot long ago we read an article on the decadence 
of the art of good penm anship, in which various reasons were stated as 
contributing to the present state of affairs. It was stated tha t the type­
w riter was being brought into play and the only penm anship required 
in connection witn the m achine is the signature at the end of the epistle. 
Owing to the pace at which we are all traveling th rough  life, and the 
pressure of business, friendly le tter-w riting is almost a th ing  of the past 
and consequently penm anship is suffering.


