
THEATRE 

Drama and musical 

highlight city’s talent 
by Deborah S. McGee 

Both Ladyhouse Blues and 
March of the Falsettos opened last 
weekend. Falsettos is a Mainstage 
Cabaret production at Seymour’s 
Restaurant. Ladyhouse is a full- 

length drama staged by and at 
Lane Community College. 

Ladyhouse Blues 
Ladyhouse Blues is set in the 

year 1919, sometimes referred to as 
the year of the Emancipation of 
Women, since that’s when we 
started voting. LCC’s Patrick 
Torelle directs the Kevin O’Mor- 
rison script about a mother who 
probably wouldn’t vote if she 
could, for at a tender age she had 
“six young'un's clinging to (her) 
skirts” and was widowed to boot. 

At the time of the play, five chil- 
dren remain, of which the only 
male is off to war. Two daughters 
are still at home, but making plans 
to depart, and two other daughters 
have come home for a visit. 

Suzan Zeitlin plays the mother 
who’s known much tragedy. She’s 
best in an emotionally devastating 
scene when the audience sees 

through the cracks of her hard 
shell surface. Zeitlin gave the 
scene her all Saturday, at that mo-- 
ment gaining sincere compassion 
for her odd character. 

Eliza Roaring Springs was 
appropriately icy as the bitter, 
tight-lipped invalid sister Helen. 
Renee Jones was breezy and 
natural as Eylie, the baby sister, a 
lovable sprite. Lisa Bray as Terry 
had strong stage presence and was 

likeably intense as the feminist/ 
political sister. 

Karen Gloege brought great 
class to the play as a statuesque 
flapper. Her marvelously rich 
voice was a pleasant surprise: 
when I saw her as the wicked 

queen Pompeiia in U of O’s 
Lazarus Laughed, I knew she 
could act. Learning of her wider 
talent is a joy. 
Gloege delivered the lyric notes 

to “Ja Da” in a way which added 

necessary languor, continuing hazy 
summer day’s effects by Scenic 
Designer Richard J. Harris and the 
LCC production staff. The set is 
softly nostalgic, with an intriguing 
three-dimensionality of house 
walls, white spindled porch and 
the roofs of South St. Louis. 

My appreciation of the play was 
hampered by a strong personal 
aversion to the play’s two main 
characters. In fact, the play could 
be subtitled: “Two Characters in 
Search of a Cross,” and I don’t 
know how Zeitlin and Roaring 
Springs stood being in their shoes 
so long. I found the other three 
women far more interesting and 
wish they had been the focus in- 
stead. Oh, well. Others in the au- 
dience didn’t seem to mind. A lot 
of talent and energy went into this 

production. 
Although not a musical per se, 

some of the best moments in 

Ladyhouse come from the tight 
four-part harmony of the sisters, 
exquisite a cappella, especially on 
the old favorite “In the Gloaming.” 
Although they could have been 
projected more, the voices of street 
vendors and other city sounds 
were a nice touch. 

From Left: Eliza Roaring Springs as Helen, Suzan Zeitlin as Liz, Lisa Bray as Terry, and Renee Jones 
as Eylie, in Ladyhouse Blues. 

March of the Falsettos 
The worst thing about last 

weekend was I didn’t get to 

Mainstage's March of the Falsettos. 
The best thing about next weekend 
is it will still be here, and other 

Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
through December. 
So why am I excited about this 

play? Number one, it’s the first 

production in Oregon of a recent 
Off Broadway hit. Anyone into 
West Coast theater knows the 

necessity of occasional blasts of 
East Coast/Big Apple theater air. 

Falsettos comes from the same 
music theater soil that birthed such 
world classics as Cabaret, Fiddler, 
La Mancha, combining music and 
drama to the delight and enlighten- 
ment of so many. It’s a tradition 
that’s not carried on much past 
Broadway lights. Eugene is for- 
tunate to have such a strong pulse 
of it here. 

Further excitement comes from 

looking at program notes. Let’s 
see, where’s Richard Gray in this 

one? Ah, ha, he’s the director this 
time and automatically I feel my 
anticipation of this production in- 
crease. I won’t bore you with fur- 
ther details of his stellar past- 
read it in previous reviews by my 
name. Back to the program . . . 

super-talented Johnathan Mansfield 
is musical director. Good sign. 
Allison Coles is in it, memory 
banked eternally as the languid 
vamp dragging out the words “I’m 
Bored” in Mainstage's Another 
Relevant Evening. Eric James Had- 
ley, too, will appear, who was 
great as a big brat in Mainstage's 
recent Gold Dust. Aaron K. 

Douglas, Issa Kitterman and Chad 
M. McCord round out the cast, 
names which don’t ring a bell, but 
then Mainstage does draw many of 
the town’s finest. 
The play is more on the musical 

end of the music theater spectrum, 
being 20 songs strung together 
with connecting patter. Song titles 
are another part of my excitement, 
and I can’t wait to hear “Four 

Jews in a Room Bitching,” and 
“My Father’s a Homo.” 

Winter productions at Seymour’s 
are a special treat. There’s some- 
thing exciting, too, about dressing 
up a little and traveling through 
the cold, wet evening to the steam 
heated streets and buildings of 
Eugene downtown. Lights are pro- 
pagating madly along the store- 
fronts now that holidays are 
coming—the Festival of Lights 
begins soon. 

Romantic, too, is the scene from 
within Seymour’s: the sounds of 
rhythmic rushes from the buses 
and their people, the shadows of 
folks out and walking around, 
peering in at the play and its peo- 

ple. I wish the food were better 
for the cabaret menu, but at least 

it’s there. 
William Finn wrote the book, 

lyrics and music of March of the 
Falsettos, and said it’s “about be- 

ing scared to death of love.” 
Promising shades of Woody 

Allen movies, Steven Sondheim 
musicals and TV’s soaps. Falsettos 
sounds like another winner from 

Mainstage Cabaret. “Welkommen, 
bien venus. . . .” 
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• We Ship - 4 

CoC 
Fenton & Lee 
135 Fas 13lh • 343 7629 

Give the Coast for 
Christmas 

“THE OREGON COAST: 

ik 
An 
Adventure 
Awaits” 
A Home 

Video, 

Winner of 
First 

Prize for 
documen- 

fades in 
the 

Eugene Celebration 
Video Contest 

Come explore the beauty of the Oregon Coast 
on this delightful, narrated video journey. lour 
the many scenic, historic, and entertaining 
sites, from Astoria to Brookings. This unique 
video can be a memento to be enjoyed time 
and time again, or a source of information 
for those planning to enjoy the adventures of 
the Oregon coast. 
Just send $29.95 check or money order and 
indicate format type (VHS or Beta). 

MEDIA CRAFT ASSOCIATES 
VIDEO PRODUCTION SERVICES 

180 Waite Street 
Eugene, OR 97402 
Ph. (503) 461'0423 

LCC Theatre 
presents 

Gadghsuse 
Blues • 

7 

November 13-21 
8:00 P.M. 
$6.00 

Call 726-2202 

DIABETES, . 
CHOLESTEROL, & 
THE HOLIDAYS 

Enter the Holiday season with a nutritional 
defense plan! 

50 years old 

or better 

Dr. Linaa uppenneimer, a pnysician win me 
Internal Medicine Associates will review 
diabetes and elevated cholesterol. 
Kirsten Gram, R.D., a McKenzie-Willamette 
HealthTeam dietician will discuss the nutritional 

challenge of seasonal dinner table fun while 
eating wisely. 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 25,1987 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
McKenzie-Willamette Hospital auditorium 

Optional free blood glucose and cholesterol 
screening will be available for conference 
attendees. Call Lucie Krueger 726-4484 to pre- 
register to screening. 
Seminar accepted for Adult Foster Care 
Provider C.E.U. 

00000009 
59th Season 

• VLT : The Very Little Theatre 
presents 

A Place on the 

Magdalena Flats 
A Drama by Preston Jones 

Nov. 12-15*, 19-22**, 27 & 28 

•‘Senior Discount Sunday Matinee 

Box Office open 2-5:30pm 
Tuesday-Saturday 
2350 Hilyard Street 

•Sunday Matinee 

CALL 

344-7751 

THANKSGIVING TRADITIONS 

• Turkey sandwiches with cranberry sauce. 
• A long walk after Thanksgiving dinner. 
• A VISIT TO WISTEC on Friday, Saturday, or 
Sunday. i 22) A 

• Hands-on science exhibit ^DIVERSITY 
ENDANGERED display • Planetarium shows 
• Science Shop «FUN FOR ALL AGES 

WISTEC 2300 Centennial Eugene 
Tues-Sun 12-5p.m. (Closed Thanksgiving Day) 


