Corruptions of Empire:
Journalist Alexander Cockburn
to speak and sign new book

Alexander Cockhurn, noted journalist and aulhor of recently pub-
lished Corruptions of Empire, will be speaking in Eugene on Tuesday.

by Larry Lewin

ollowers of Alexander Cock-
burn’s “Ashes and Dia-
monds” column, published
by What's Happening twice a month,
will be able to hear this gifted journa-
list in person next week. Cockburn
will be in Eugene on Tuesday, No-
vember 24, to speak at the U of O and
to appear at the downtown Peralandra
Bookstore to promote his newest
book, Corruptions of Empire.
The book, published by Verso, is
the first collection of his journalism.

As readers of What 's Happening have
learned over the past few months
since the paper has carried the bi-
monthly column, Cockburn covers
such topics as Central America, the
U.S. media, food fads, and the Reagan
Presidency. Few journalists either in
the radical or mainstream press have
his range.

No matter what his topic, Cockburn
covers it with depth, insight, and out-
rageously right-on humor, such as his
complaint that MacNeil and Lehrer,

“the two most boring people on tele-
vision,” even take a balanced view of
cannibalism, or his expose of why
journalists give themselves more
awards and prizes than either bankers
or hog farmers.

And his viewpoint is clear, quick,
and deservedly angry, as in this quote
from his Oct. 29 column:

The degree to which the U.S.
media have turned this [Costa
Rican Pres.] Arias [Central
American peace] plan into a docu-
ment applying solely to Nicaragua
rather than to those of all five sig-
natories, is fairly amazing, even
by normal depraved standards.

From 1973-83 Cockburn wrote a
column for the Village Voice after ar-
riving in the U.S. from the United
Kingdom where he was born and
educated. In the U.S. he has con-
tributed articles to the New York
Review of Books, Atlantic, Harpers,
Esquire, Playboy, and Wanity Fair. He
has also appeared on such programs
as ABC'’s “Nightline’’ and the “Phil
Donohue Show.” He is published

regularly in the Nartion, the Wall Street

Journal, American Film, L.A. Week-
ly and House and Garden.

Last February Cockburn spoke at
the U of O on the role of the media
in U.S. foreign policy. The overflow
crowd of 600 was treated to impor-
tant information, eye-opening anal-
ysis, and very funny commentary.

Next Tuesday Cockburn will be at
the downtown Peralandra Bookstore,
1016 Willamette, for book signing and
conversation from 4-6 pm and then at
the U of O's 150 Geology for a wide-
ranging talk on his favorite topics
beginning at 7:30 pm. There is a
sliding admission price of $3-$5 at the
door. This appearance is a benefit
fundraiser for the Committee in Soli-
darity with the Central Amerian Peo-
ple (CISCAP) and the U of O’
University of El Salvador Sister Uni-
versity Project. The event is co-
sponsored by What's Happening.

Cockburn will also be interviewed
by Alan Siporin on KLCC’s Blue
Plate Special news program between
12-12:30 pm on November 24.
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November 30, 1987 is the last day
you can reserve your own print
of Season of the Eagle, Bev Doo-
little’s 1987 Personal Commis-
sion. Call or visit us today—be-
fore it'’s too late!
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Enjoy our spicy or non-spicy Latin
American Cooking from South America,
Central America, and Mexico. Choose
from our delightful array of Spanish wines.

400 Blair Bivd. 343-4322
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Wise birds
do their
gift shopping at

We feature Oregon specialty foods—
boxed, in baskets, or by themselves.
Open 10:30-5:30 Mon-Sat
295 E. 5th 343-5051
Daily UPS pickup
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Alexander Cockburn
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500 pages. Cloth. $22.95
Available from all good booksellers.
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