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Kate Clinton:
Serious
About
Humor

by Laura Philips

Do you search the comedy scene
in vain for something simultan-
eously intelligent, silly, sophis-
ticated, outrageous, satirical, in-
spiring, and not offensive to your
values and politics? Do you occa-
sionally stay up for David Letter-
man, or seek out HBO specials,
only to find they're not nearly as
funny as the fact that you gave TV
another hopeful try? Are your
laughing fits too few and far be-
tween, reserved for San Francisco
Mime Troupe and Lily Tomlin ap-
pearances? Have you been making
your own fun at home because the
commercial products don’t meet
your standards?

If your last answer was “‘yes,”
that’s a good sign—but still, it's
nice to go out sometimes. So
here's your opportunity: Kate Clin-
ton returns to Eugene Thursday,
November 5 to the University of
Oregon’s EMU Ballroom. This
witty and irreverent “‘fumorist”—
that’s feminist plus humorist—be-
lieves that she who laughs, lasts.
Clinton’ popularity not only lasts,
it grows. She’s crisscrossed the
country, from Manhattan’s Bottom
Line to the Great American Music
Hall in San Francisco, delighting a
wide variety of audiences at fes-
tivals, colleges, and clubs. Critics
of every stripe—feminist, les-
bian/gay, and mainstream—have
praised her political and sexual
satire, and her polished, yet up-
roarious, style.

Vermont’s Wanguard Press ex-
plains: “The secret to her humor
is not just making fun, it’s reflect-
ing our lives back to us, taking the
insults and turning them into affir-
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mations.”” According to the St.
Petersburg Times, Clinton “‘com-
bines the confident energy of
someone who is right and knows it
with the daring experimentalism of
the wiseacre at the back of the
class”" The Boston Globe asserts,
“Kate Clinton is one of the fastest
rising stars.”

In fact, the only bad news Kate’s
received lately involved a contract
that fell through. She’d hoped to
be booked as the opening act for
the Pope’s recent World Celibacy
Tour (she is, after all, a Recover-
ing Catholic). The cancellation
opened up her fall schedule, allow-
ing her an evening in Eugene. It’s
a natural stop for Clinton anyway,
as she’s played to packed houses
here twice before. Besides, what
community could offer a warmer
welcome to her latest routine, in
which she psychically channels
messages from “Mona,” a
40000-year-old feminist entity?
Also included in this all-new show
will be commentary ranging from
the Iran/Contra hearings to con-
doms, and other topical issues
here on the “Planet of the Guys.”

Clinton is certainly not, as she
describes mainstream comedians,
“a cheerleader for the status quo.”
Her jokes and stories encourage
the audience to question assump-

tions and authorities, to express
themselves and create change. “In
typical humor,” she points out,
“we all know whose butts are the
butts of the jokes."” So Kate's
sworn off sexist, racist, anti-gay,
ageist, and able-ist jokes. What
else is there? Plenty.

But let’s get to the bottom line:
How funny is she? Well, Clinton is
whooping, hooting, falling-into-
each-others’-laps funny. Someone
recently interrupted one of her
concerts by calling out, “This is
the best time I've had in my whole
life!”" People of both genders and
all sexual orientations leave her
shows massaging overworked smile
muscles, and those who wear mas-
cara had best make it waterproof.

So if you enjoy seeing taboos
flouted and wit flaunted, consider
yourself invited. The fun starts
Thursday, November 5, at 8 pm in
the UO’s Erb Memorial Union
Ballroom, which is wheelchair ac-
cessible. ASL-interpreting will be
provided by Iris Peters. Tickets are
$8 in advance at Mother Kali's
Books and the EMU Main Desk;
they will be $10 at the door. This
hilarious event is co-sponsored by
Rosenlips Productions and the
UQO’s Gay and Lesbian Alliance.
For more information, call GALA
at 686-3360.
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KINKO'S WHAT'S HAPPENING

Your support made the First Annual Trivia
Lover’s Treasure Hunt a great success.
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BRUNCH!

Featuring Wonderfully Satisfying
Weekend Brunches ¢ Sat & Sun 9-5

Book & Tea Cafe

Open Tues-Sat 9-10 Sunday 9-5 1646 East 19th, Eugene 344-3422
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COME TO THE
LANE COUNTY

Thursday, Oct. 29
thru Sunday, Nov. 1

Lane County Fairgrounds Convention Center
FREE ADMISSION! FRESH NEW IDEAS!

Find hundreds of ways to beautify your
home and make upkeep easier. Learn from
the experts. See the latest and save
on special show prices.

REGISTER TO WIN VALUABLE PRIZES

s A charming Olson Carriage Clock from
Creative Clock and KMTR

+ A Whirlpool trash Compactor from
Creswell Electric and KMTR

s A Whirlpool Microwave from Lovejoy's
Appliance & TV Center and KEZI

e A 12'x 16’ 3" DuPont Stainmaster
Carpet in a beautiful rice paper color
from The Carpet Company and KEZI|

Thursday & Friday:
6:00 PM to 10:00 PM

Saturday: Sunday:
Noon to 10:00 PM 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Sponsored by the Lane County Home Builders Association
A BERG Production
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