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KITARO:
Very Joyful Man

by Jim Stiak

Kitaro calls his sound “music that eases the

war within!” From an g in the
Japanese Alpsy
albums—he’s

number—wh of copies

worldwide. H hi
music has wo 2 g among
those seekirigi rom e

Center on Th
Catching u - -
can be like snaring butterflies in a hurricane. But

at the hour suggested by his PR man, Kitaro was
in his room in the Hotel Boulder. Although he
speaks an adequate English, most of the inter-
view proceeded through an interpreter, so what

follows is, at best, an approximation of his words.

WH: You began playing music in high school?
K: Yes.

WH: What was your first instrument?

K: The guitar.

WH: What kind of music dld you play then?
K: Rhythm and bluesd
WH: Who were 4@

K: Otis REddmﬁ"' s Ror
Stand By Me =

WH: Who are't ' now?
A: | don't listengi thes people’s music
nowadays, | don’t ki c C 'the new

musicians. B sy

WH: When and Wﬁd you start playing the
synthesizer?

DANCE: Between
MUSIC: Beyond the Fringe
VIDEO: Some Old, Some N

K: About 11, 12 years ago. | bought one in Japan,
but didn’t know how to use it. | sort of taught
myself. By experimenting and playing, | made

the sound of the wave from it, and that inspired
me in advancing more with that instrument.

WH: How many instruments do you use now?

K: About 40 synthesizers back at home. | also
have traditional Japanese folk instruments. All in
my studio, near Mount Fuji.

WH: Since you were raised on a farm and live
in the mountains, is touring large cities difficult
for you? e

K: I've had nes
here in Colora
me a secure

WH: Are you homes

K: No. | love mimmd States. I’m looking for a
new studio in the United States. | don't know
where, but I’m looking for a place. Maybe | will
find one thISuw -

WH: Will you do more tours after this?
Continued on page 12
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