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Computer Animation Show 

Twenty-plus short, recent films and 
videos offer the thrills-a-nano- 
second pace of the best of com- 
puter animation in a one-and-a- 

half hour show that leaves the 
viewer bedazzled and delighted. 

Crisp, concise images stream 
from the screen in a razzle-dazzle 

display of technical wizardry. 
Some of these images are unfor- 
gettable: the gleaming metal 
woman from the future who 

preens and stretches her long, 
lovely limbs in an exhibition of 
all-too-human vanity; the molten 
gold cat who leaps through fire in 
a brazen blare of power and 

strength; the adult and child Luxo 
lamps who play a game with a 
ball; robot-like workers toiling in a 
future factory, a gray, gear-driven 
mechanistic work-place not unlike 
Charlie Chaplin’s vision in Modem 
Times-, a drop of water gathering 
at a faucet and falling, so liquid 
and sensuous that erotic is the on- 

ly word for it; graceful, comic 
dancing stick figures who change 
form with abandon. 

Neither gravity -nor any other 
natural law limit the possibilities 
of action in these computer- 
generated scenes. At some crucial 
point in the creative process, a 

computer that has been fed all the 

necessary information to conjure 
up an image in three dimensions 
can almost move that image 
through imaginative space in its 

own way, full-throttle, without 
human intervention. The en- 
thusiasm of one of these space age 
filmmakers is particularly instruc- 
tive; in an interview, he seemed to 
be not only thrilled but surprised 
by the unfolding action in his 
award-winning film. 
Beginning with the special ef- 

fects in 2007 nearly 20 years ago. 

A scene from Fantasy, featured in the Computer Animation Show. 

“flying” low and very fast over 
“alien” landscapes has been a 
favorite device of filmmakers. With 

computer animation this effect 
achieves perfection, and rare in- 
deed is the computer whiz kid 
who can resist showing off his or 
her roller-coaster expertise. It’s a 
trip, man. 
Computer animation as an expres- 

sion of technology is awe-inspiring 
in the same way that holography 
is, but its mass media applicability 
makes it a more public pheno- 
menon. It is a hip, high-profile 
medium with a slick and ultra- 

stylish image. And it goes without 
saying that this technology is high 
priced. Very, very high priced. 
Ahhhh . . . there’s the rub. 

Most of the pieces (but not all) 
in The Computer Animation Show 
are, in a word, ads. The big bucks 
required to support the industry 
come from clients such as Benson 

and Hedges, for whom Robert 
Abel & Associates created the 

golden jungle cat and other delect- 
able images on an Apollo com- 
puter. Also at this high-end of the 
computer graphics spectrum is 
Pixar’s Luxo, Jr, a flawless, whim- 
sical ad for Luxo lamps made by 

the company spawned by George 
Lucas to further develop the hard- 
ware and software capabilities for 
special effects that he used in the 
Star Wars epics. 
There is little doubt that 

computer-generated imagery is at 
the frontier of a new visual art 

form which is futuristic in every 
sense. The images are stylistically 
influential; the medium is the 

message. Those values of the 

human imagination which we 
recognize in what we call art are 
not absent from this powerful 
image-making technology, but they 
are not dominant at this stage of 

development. They will come. The 
future is shaped by what we can 
imagine. 
The print for the week-long 

showing that starts Friday, October 
16 at Cinema 7 came straight from 
the lab, brand spanking new. The 
Eugene date is only the film’s third 
showing (it played L.A. and Seat- 
tle), and it has not been seen on 

the East coast yet. Good timing, 
too, coming just before the com- 
puter graphics convention comes to 
town. Don’t miss The Computer 
Animation Show: stunning images, 
terrific show! 

BREAKFAST: 
7 am until 1 pm 

LUNCH: 
11 am until 3 pm 

kescReL caLe 
454 WILLAMETTE ST. 

• CLASSIC COOKING SERVED TO CLASSICAL MUSIC 
• CREOLE CUISINE AND AMERICAN HOME COOKING 
• SPECIALTY OMELETTES AND WAFFLES 
• OPEN EVERY DAY 

(c BENEFIT DINNER for Save Ow CCoSyStCmS 
th FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16,5-9 pm, $4-6 

SPIRAL DESIGN WRAP 
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460 
Valley 
River 
Center 

GAIL 
BENNETT 
485-1653 

Designed for long hair 
to give a spiral, or wavy effect. 
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Special Design Wrap 

Lunch at Track Town. 

Pizza Bagels • Salad Bar • Sandwiches 
• Whole Wheat or Regular Crust Pizza • 

484-2799 

We deliver free! 
(Limited area) 

1809 Franklin 
Across from U of O 

TRACK 

TOWN 

PIZZA 

Detering Orchards 
Famous for fresh produce 

Fall Apple Time 
Fresh Apple Cider 

PICKED or U-PICK 
All Varieties of 

Apples 
also Pumpkins & Winter Squash 
7 miles Northwest of Coburg on the Har- 

risburg Road • Follow the signs 
OPEN 7 AM-7 PM. 7 DAYS A WEEK 

995-6341 

Couch of Class 
s Clothing 

Quality Resale in 
Natural Fibers for 

women & children Ito 6x) 

Fabulous fun for 

Halloween! See 
our costumes. 

We pay more for 
your used clotfling1. 

2650 Willamette • 343-0095 
Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30/Saturday 10-5 

NOW AVAILABLE! 
R 

NEW 

NONFAT YOGURT 
Unsweetened In Quart Size 

Only 130 Calories per 8 oz. 
Springfield Creamery - Eugene, Oregon 97477 

FRENCH DESSERTS ESPRESSO 
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In the Evening 
the Charcuterie becomes a 

French Bistro 
offering a selection of 10 marvelous 
dinners in the $4-$7 price range. 

Serving from 5:30-9 pm, Monday through 
Thursday and 5:30 to 10 pm Friday and Saturday 

• HOURS • 

M-Th 7:30 am-9 pm 
Fri. 7:30 am-11 pm 
Sat. 11 am-11 pm 
Sun. noon-4 pm 

901 Pearl Street 
342-3110 
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IRENCH ONION SOUP CATERING 


