
BOOKS 

Review: Texasville 

Written for the silver screen? 
by Lois Wadsworth 

Written by Larry McMurtry. 
Published by Simon and Schuster, 
1987. 

Oil-rich Texas in the 1980‘s is 

undergoing an identity crisis, and 
Duane Moore and the entire town 
of Thalia are, too. Duane is 12 
million dollars in debt, and he has 
no hope of recovering. He’s tired 
all the time. “Getting rich had 
been tiring, but nothing like as tir- 
ing as going broke,” he muses. To 
make it worse, his outspoken but 
beautiful wife Karla is getting tired 
of him. She’s fed up with his sulk- 

ings, his girlfriends, and most of 
all, his inattention to her sexual 
needs. The messages on her tee- 
shirts are getting more direct: 
“LEAD ME NOT INTO TEMP- 

TATION, I’LL FIND IT FOR 
MYSELF” and "I'VE GOT THE 

SADDLE, WHERE’S THE 
HORSE?” are a couple of her 
favorites. 
Their kids are screwy, too, 

Duane figures. Nineteen year old 
Nellie is living at home with her 
two babies, recovering from her 
third failed marriage, planning the 
next doomed one. Son Dickie is 

selling dope and making love to 
married women, asking for trou- 

ble. The twins have always been 
out of control. To top it all, 
Duane’s old high school sweetheart 
Jacy has returned to town, and his 
wife and kids move in with her. 

As far as Duane can tell, the 
whole town of Thalia is crazy. You 

may remember this town in the 
50’s from McMurtry’s novel and 
Hollywood movie, The Last Pic- 
ture Show. Jacy was the high 
school beauty who went off to find 
fame in the movies. Thalia re- 
mained a dead end town until the 
70’s oil boom hit, and now that 
the boom has gone bust, folks are 

quietly and hilariously flipping 
out. Love affairs spring up out of 
the dusty Texas earth like oil used 
to—improbable couplings that 
speak of desperation and the wild- 
ness of mad love. Ironically, the 
gravity of history pulls the town 
toward a commemoration of its 

centennial where the personal and 
public zaniness reach some kind of 
peak in a mass egg fight. 

After winning the Pulitzer Prize 
for Lonesome Dove, McMurtry 
could have expected a large 
readership for any new novel. And 
he deserves it. He’s been turning 
out good stuff for many years (in- 
cluding Terms of Endearment), and 

Texasville is in the tradition of his 

other contemporary novels. It 

simply isn’t as rich or as involving 
as his western epic, however. 
The characters in Texasville are 

believable in spite of (or is it 

because of?) their obsession with 
sex—not money, not love, just sex. 
It’s what they talk about and think 
about. The whole town is caught 
up in it. What makes McMurtry’s 
people different is that everybody 
knows everything about everybody 
else, and they’re all real tolerant. 
Duane, Karla, Jacy, and all their 
middle-aged friends and lovers 
weather the crisis with a kind of 

implacable good will and a 
generous acceptance of one 
another’s foibles. 

I have one regret about Texas- 
ville that I have to mention. It’s 

light reading company for a sum- 
mer evening, but that’s about it. It 

seems to me that the book is a 

perfect set-up for a film deal. And 
I worry about what might come of 
that. I can’t imagine how the in- 
dustry could resist making a se- 
quel to The Last Picture Show. For 
sure they'll cutesie it up some more 

and take out all the funny dirty 
talk and spoil the whole thing. 
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ITS VACATION TIME 
AT BOOK 8 TEA CAFE! 
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Book & Tea Cafe 
Open Tues-Sat 8:30-10 pm Sunday 9-5 1646 East 19th, Eugene 344-3422 

SPANISH 

PRON T O 
Spanish classes beginning 

Wednesday 
July Sth 

7 - 9:30 pm 
8 week course 

$30 

For more information call: 
344-1799 or 484-5867 

At our new location 
Latin American Cultural Center 

511 East 12th 
Corner of 12th and Ferry 
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What’s a 
Kestrel? 

Kestrel 'Kestr / 1. a common small falcon (falco- 
tinnunculus) noted for its habit of hovering in the air. 
Common name SPARROW HAWK 

2. Eugene’s Newest Cafe featuring Creole special- 
ties; kids eat for $1.50 from a menu they can color. 

Great Food 

at Affordable Prices 

7 AM-3 PM 454 WILLAMETTE 
Air Conditioned Dining 

Marketplace 

BOOKS 

We have 

Larry McMurtry! 
• Texasville 

. 

• Lonesome Dove 
• Desert Rose 
• Cadillac Jack 
• Leaving Cheyenne 
• Horseman, Pass By 
• Moving On 

5TH ST. PUBLIC MARKET 
Comer 5th & High 
343-5614 

MOTHER KALI S 

BOOKSTORE 

feminism 

women of color 

Jewish women 

lesbians 

women's music 

periodicals 
mall orders 

everyone's welcome! 

343-4864 
10—6 Mon—Thu © Sat 

10-8 Fri 

1070 Lawrence. Eugene. OR 97401 

J. MICHAELS BOOKS 
FINE BOOKS 

ART 
ARCHITECTURE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
LITERATURE 
WESTERN 

AMERICANA 
MUCH MORE 

160 E Broadway 
in the 

Quackenbush Building 

342-2002 
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The 

place for 
New Age 
Music. 

Listen before 

you buy! 
Records, cassettes, 
compact discs. 

Tapes for relaxation 
and self-hypnosis. 
Metaphysical books, 
too! 

eealandia— 
BOOKS AND RECORDS 

Monday-Saturday 10-6 
790 E 11th (at Alder) 485-4848 
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New Summer Menu 

starting July 6th 
• Light Bistro Dinners ($6-$8) 
• Hors d’oeuvres 
• Seasonal Salads 
• Cold Soups 
• Creative Pasta Dishes 
• Grilled Fish and Meats 
• Homemade Ice Cream 

Dine Outdoors in our Beautiful Grape Arbor. 

We feature the area's largest selection of 
Oregon wines—by the glass or by the 
bottle. 

Serving meals 
until 10 p.m. 

Open until 

midnight 

IP 
754 East 13th Avenue Eugene, Oregon 342-6963 


