Tour Willamette

by Garde Wells

This is a big weekend for bicycle
racers and fans alike. Eugene and its
environs will host the seventh annual
Tour Willamette. You know—just like
the Tour de France. However, neither
Greg LeMond nor Bernard Hinault
will be here this year. And there’s one
other small difference. Whereas the
Tour de France covers 2500 miles in
21 days, the Tour Willamette racers
will crank out 350 racing miles be-
tween Thursday and Sunday
afternoon.

Early Thursday afternoon the first
stage of the race begins at Dexter
Lake. It's a 66-mile road race. The
way that “‘stage” races work is that
riders accumulate their finishing
times over the four days (and six
stages) of the event. There are also,
in the case of the 1987 Tour Willa-
mette, “time bonuses™ for riders who
finish in the top four places each day.
In addition, on certain big hills along
the race courses, there will be “king
of the mountain™ time bonuses for the
first three velo athletes to crest the
upgrades.

Day two, Friday, starts at 9 am in
Brownsville. It’s an 11-mile time trial.
A time trail is not like a road race.
It involves riding all-out (between 30
to 35 miles per hour average for the
11-mile distance) for the best possible
time against the clock. Again, in a
stage race like the Tour Willamette,
the fastest overall time for the six
events wins.

Then at 1 pm on Friday, the riders
go at it again with an 84-mile road
race that starts and finishes in
Brownsville. The course goes east
through Crawfordsville, south through
Marcola, then west across McKenzie
View Drive through Armitage Park,
then north on Coburg Rd.

As if racing twice on Friday is not
enough, Saturday brings the 109-mile
Coast Range Road Race. It starts at
11 am on Willow Creek Rd., at the
end of W. 18th Avenue. From there
it's out Crow Rd. to Wolf Creek Rd.,
around on Siuslaw Rd. to Lorane.
Then it’s north on Territorial Rd. and
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back to Wolf Creek Rd. for another
lap through Lorane. Eventually the
riders will make it back to the start
at Willow Creek Rd. & W. 18th Ave.
This particular stage involves six for-
midable hills, including Greenhill Rd.
just after the start and again just
before the finish line at the 103-mile
mark.

Sunday at 8 am at Willard School
(29th & Lincoln St.), the 55-mile Kill
Hill Road Race starts. Riders climb
up the winding Lorane Highway
about 18 miles to Gillespie Corners.
From there it's up Territorial Rd. to
Briggs Hill Rd., east on Spencer Creek
Rd., and back towards town on Lo-
rane Highway. “Kill Hill" is what the
racers get after 53 miles that is not
exactly flat—they turn east off Lorane
Highway up Blanton Rd. At the top
of the Blanton Rd. hill (a hefty 3/4
mile climb) the course levels out very
briefly before turning right, straight
up the KVAL-TV driveway to the top
of the hill where the finish line is.

At noon on Sunday is the showcase
event of the Tour Willamette. Nor-
mally held in years past as a separate
event, the 30-mile University of
Oregon Criterium is a thrilling one for
spectators. A criterium involves rac-
ing on a loop road course—in this
case, a 6/10-mile lap between 15th
Ave., University Street, 13th Ave.,
and Agate St.—essentially 50 laps
around the Erb Memorial Union.

All stages of the Tour Willamette
will include men’s and women’s
events. Members of the U.S. Women’s
Team will be racing.

Local talents Brad Gebhard and
Mike Sheppard, who ride under
Gitane of Eugene sponsorship, will
compete with riders from the Cana-
dian National Team, and top riders
from elsewhere in the Western U.S.
Gebhard outsprinted Olympic Silver
Medalist Nelson Vails earlier this
month (in a 1000-meter race) in Seat-
tle, and Sheppard recently took 2nd
place in the Volunteer Park Criterium,
a national-class pro event.

On Sunday crowds will gather
for the exciting University of
Oregon Criterium, a 30-mile
race that laps 50 times through
the UO campus.

Lunch Time Special
Deli Sandwich and Small Salad
ONLY $3.25 11 am-3 pm M-F
TRACK
TOWN
PIZZA

1809 Franklin

Across from U of O

jewelry and [o!'k

from 40 countries

We deliver lunch!
$5.00 minimum

762 E. 13th Ave. g
downstairs .ﬁ% next to the E xwl&uar
683-2204 343-8667

484-2799

SECOND NATURE BICYCLES ~ 7ot sih v 87 o

446 E. 13th Ave.—NEXT TO THE BLJOU 343-5362
RACING BIKES AND COMPONENTS ¢ TOP QUALITY RACING PARTS

® You'd be amazed at what we have—
All kinds of parts, equipment, or advice for riders who want to get into racing
* All 1986 Bicycles—Up to 30% OFF
Entry level racer: Nishiki Prestige only $349.
* EVERYTHING in Mountain Bikes
® Traithalon Bikes
® Dura-Ace, Campagnolo, Superbe Pro

-~
Now Open Every
Sunday Noon-5 pm

SECOND NATURE BICYCLE SHOP IS PROUD TO BE A SPONSOR OF THE 1987 TOUR WILLAMETTE
LU T L T T e e e T L

What's HAPPENING  April 23, 1987 3

Lightweight Racing Helmets
Through 4-30-87. Bring in this ad.




