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because I'm strictly a location shoot-
er; I don't have a studio yet. I hope
that will change soon.

WH: What's stopping you?

CG: Money, to be blunt. It's a con-
siderable investment, and barring the
timely intervention of a wealthy
philanthropist to the tune of about
$10,000, I'm going to have to get some
work in the meantime. I hope to have
something cooking within a couple of
months.

WH: Has an education in theatre
been of any value?

CG: Yeah, in many ways. You learn
all the principles of composition, col-
or rhy‘tgm emphasis, lighting—though
the lighting instruments them-
selves are a whole different kettle of
fish. I'd say its greatest value to a
photographer is in teaching the impor-
tance of storytelling, of constructing
visual scenarios that are fluid, dy-
namic, and maybe just a little bit am-
biguous. In a lot of shooting where
human beings are involved, ambiguity
is one of the great overlooked trea-
sures available to a photographer. It
involves the viewer immediately,

because a question is asked. Working

in the theatre also teaches you that ac-
tors and models are just working stiffs
like yourself. If you harbor any ro-
mantic illusions about beautiful young
models, you lose them fast.

WH: You haven’t been actually
employed by anyone else for years.
Doesn't that get scary, sometimes?

CG: Oh, 1 suppose if I had a family
it would. But for me, no. There are
fears and there are fears. At times I
fear I'm in danger of being overtaken
by discretion, but the seizures quick-
ly pass. I have some great fears,
actually.

WH: Like what?

CG: Well, nuclear oblivion, for one.
WH: You've been politically active?
CG: 1 was, when I lived in Portland.
I was strongly involved with the anti-

nuclear movement there. For what it
was worth.

WH: What happened?

CG: A couple of years ago 1 worked
with Andy Robinson at PAND (Per-
formers and Artists for Nuclear Dis-
armament) to organize a big anti-
nuclear art show at the Portland
Center for the Visual Arts. The com-
munity’s artists were great. They
donated some terrific work. Greg
Grenon, Valerie Willson, George
Johanson, and about 20 others. It was
like a Who's Who. It took hundreds
of hours of preparation. The idea was
to sell the work, with half of the pro-
ceeds going to PAND. Well, to make
a long story short, the press ignored
us. Nobody came. We actually lost
money. I was so chagrined that my
time and energy could have gone
toward losing money for such a worth-
while cause that I never looked back.
Sometimes I wonder what it will take
to wake people up about this.

WH: What will it take?

CG: | suppose my position is that
people are not stupid. And many peo-
ple are actually pretty well-informed.
At the risk of sounding like a pa-
tronizing jerk, I think that what peo-
ple lack is imagination. They simply
cannot form a picture in their minds
of what complete devastation of the
earth’s biosphere means. Well, who
can blame them? But I happen to think
it's important. It’s like we as humans
are now backed into a corner by a
hungry tiger of our own creation, and
we're choosing not to deal with that
in any way. What we’re doing is bic-
kering about the size of the tiger's
teeth. “Well, I think the incisors on

Photograph by Cary Groner

“Ambiguity is one of the great overlooked treasures available to a

photographer.”’

your side of the mouth are bigger than  which are made of air. Opinions real- I owned a shotgun I probably would
the incisors on my side of the mouth.”  ly don’t mean a damn thing. And have used it as a garden tool. I sup-
“Oh, yeah? Well, how are you going  since I make my living in the media, pose I finally found myself so dragged
to verify that?” “Well, I'd verify it if it seemsa trifle hypocritical of me to  down by.the weight of feeling; the at-
you let me come stand over there, but come down on them. I know that mosphere of hostility and degenera-

you won't!” Meanwhile, the tiger gets
hungrier and comes closer. This is
our situation. And unless something
dramatic happens, this will be our
demise. Maybe what we need to do
is construct a diversion, by telling
people that if they ever hope to see
prosperity again, we must cut arms
spending. This happens to be true, of
course, but you won’t read it in the
papers. This may be what it takes to
finally bring change, absurd as it
sounds. I think human beings are cap-
able of accomplishing anything, given
sufficiently powerful ulterior motives.

WH: You've mentioned the press a
couple of times. Do you have strong
opinions about the media?

CG: Opinions are made of words,

editors are often under a great deal of
pressure, but I'll confess that I often
feel as if they’re not as courageous as
they might be. When it comes to na-
tional news magazines, they behave
like a scared flock of sheep. There's
more independent thinking generated
among my cat’s fleas than in the
editorial boardrooms of Time and
Newsweek combined.

WH: What brought you to Lane
County, anyway?

CG: Many things seemed to be draw-
ing to a close for me in Portland. For
one thing, in the neighborhoods
where I could afford to live, you prac-
tically needed a shotgun to walk from
your front door to your car. That is
an overstatement, of course, and had

tion that was becoming pervasive in
some parts of the city. Also, I hadn’t
had a date in months.

WH: Has your love life improved?
CG: One of my ambitions is to write
an advice to the lovelorn column. On-
ly do it right. Speaking of dissatisfac-
tion with the media! Sometimes I
think Ann Landers and Dear Abby
must be from some other planet.
What we need is some real advice.
But to stop evading your question, I
suppose it has. Actually, I'm only
part-time lovelorn now. I've met a
wonderful woman from Seattle, and
we see each other fairly often. And
I have many good friends here, which
makes it easier. I like this area a lot.
I think I'll stick around awhile.
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