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from the truth. The extinction of 
the dinosaurs all over the world 65 
million years ago is thought to 
have been caused by a comet-like 
body hitting the Earth and raising 
a dust cloud over the planet for 
four years. In the ensuing dark- 
ness, both plants and the animals 
that depended upon them died 
off. As recently as' 1908, an ex- 

plosion recorded in Siberia that 
knocked people off front porches 
hundreds of miles away and flat- 
tened forests over thousands of 

square miles was evidently caused 
by a very small fragment of a 

comet hitting the Earth. Indeed, 
recent theories suggest that comets 
strike this planet once every 33 to 
64 million years, with literally 
earth-shaking results. Fortunate- 

ly, the impact of Halley’s Comet 
will be of a different sort. 

The Most Famous 
of Comets 
Something like "Old Faithful" in 

regularity as it returns every 75 to 
76 years, Halley’s Comet also puts 
on a show that few comets can 
rival. Thought in times past to 
have played a part in the over- 
throw of kings and empires (and 
even partially causing a panic in 
1910 when people feared it would 
poison the Earth’s atmosphere), 
maybe its greatest influence on 

history was to demonstrate the 
truth of Isaac Newton’s theory of 
Universal Gravitation. Edmund 

Halley was the insightful observer 
who, in 1705, put together records 
of earlier appearances and New- 
ton’s revolutionary theory to pre- 
dict the return of this comet 

(which was later to be named after 
him) in 1758. When it was first 
seen by a German farmer on 

Christmas Day of that year, 
Halley’s prediction was con- 

firmed, though he had passed 
away 16 years before. As a result, 
comets were shown to obey un- 
derstandable laws that stretched 

through the universe and were 
made far less mysterious. This 

year, with satellites and eager eyes 
turned towards the celestial 
traveler, even more visions and 
answers to profound questions are 
assuredly in store. 

Tips for Observing 
Halley's Comet 

For those of us in the Northern 

Hemisphere, seeing Halley's Com- 
et will take some preparation and 
atunement to the calendar. This is 

especially true at this appearance 
because the comet will be rela- 

tively dim, being three times far- 
ther at its closest approach to the 
Earth than it was in 1910, Further- 
more, it is going to be low on our 
horizon, although it will be higher 
and brighter in the sky the farther 
south on the planet you go. 

For these reasons, it is impor- 
tant to find a place to observe that 
is well away from city lights and 
has a dark sky. A simple test to 
use is to see whether your chosen 
site is good enough to find the 
Milky Way. If you can spot this 
band of light, the comet should 
also show up well. Your observing 
area must also have a clear view 
of the southwest, south, and 
southeastern horizons. Without 
these, you can miss seeing the 
comet entirely. 
Once you get to the site, let 

your eyes adapt to the dark for 
about 20 minutes. All sources of 
white light, such as that from cars 
or street lamps, should be avoid- 
ed. This also holds for the light of 
the Moon, so time your observa- 
tions for when the Moon is either 
a thin crescent or absent from the 

sky. As to visual aids, binoculars 
are your best bet for close obser- 
vation (unless you have a tele- 

scope handy), preferably being 
"7x50" in power and light grasp. If 
they come with a clamp and tri- 

pod, so much the better. 
Because the comet will be visi- 

ble during our winter and early 
spring months, it is especially im- 
portant to dress warmly with 

plenty of layers. Otherwise, your 
enthusiasm for observing can be 
quickly chilled in a desire to get 
inside and warm. 

By using a good reference guide 
to the stars, the coming months 
should provide you with an 

opportunity to learn and marvel. 
May this most recent visit of Hal- 
ley's Comet add an extra bit of 
light to your vision of the uni- 
verse! 

ILarry Deckman is a local writer, in- 
ventor, and attorney whose glow-in- 
the-dark star map is familiar to many 
readers of What's Happening. The text 
of this article comes from his latest in- 
vention, the recently produced Hal- 
ley's Comet and Star Finder, published 
by Galaxy Glass Works. This guide to 
the sky includes an indestructible star- 
wheel which identifies the stars and 
constellations visible at any time of 
the year, along with illustrations and 
simple directions on using the star- 
wheel to find Halley's Comet through- 
out its 1985 and 1986 appearance. The 
Comet Finder will be available at the 
Christmas Fair at the Lane County 
Fairgrounds for $10 and is currently 
available at other outlets around 
town.) 
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. Unique gifts 
I for everyone 

. sweaters. 
jewelry, hats & scarves, 
hogs, shirts & Mouses, 
wall hangings, toys, 
ornaments and more. 
Visit both stores this A 

'‘AC'hristmas! _/. 
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S^Tis the Season 
•Fine Wines & Cheeses' 

•European Chocolates 
•Guatemalan Purses 
•All Cotton Socks, 
T-Shirts, & Bandanas 

1 
•Colorful Mugs and 
Rice Bowls 

•Dried Fruit and 
* Nut Baskets 

•Oregon Vinegar and 
Mustards 
•Bubble Baths 

Health Food & Pool 
141 North 3rd M-F 9-7 

SprtngfloU, Oregon Sat 9-6 Springfield, Oregon 
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SECOND 
NATURE 
BICYCLES 

BMX-mas Sale 
• CW Cal. Freestyle $299.95 
• Hutch Windstyler $239.95 
• Hutch Pro Raider $214.95 
• GT Performer $189.95 
• Sekais, Redlines & 
CyclePros are 10% Off 

All 1985 10-Speeds 
are 10% Off 

446 E. 13th • 343-5362 
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Monday 
December 9 

Tommy Sledge 
and Lee McKay 

with your host, 
Howey Kristen 

SHOWTIME 8:30 • ADMISSION *4.00 

g0180 
At the 
FACTORY 
Restaurant 
4740 Main St. 
Springfield 
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THE MONSTROUS 
GIFT! 

Featuring Monster Cookies 
gift wrapped and bowed 
for your fiendish friends; 

mix and match your 
favorite cookies for 
A Monstrous Gift! 

Mmutir Coohit Co. 
687-1064 j 
5th & Willamette ( 
Lotte Building 
Open weekends 

omi Coot”) 

For the FINEST in Windsocks, 
Wooden Toys, Candles and other 
fine gifts... 
Northeast Corner 

• MARKET GALLERIA • 

Hot Wax Candlel 
Company 

The Finest selection 
of Candles around.... 

KM 
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Windsocks.. 
Highest quality 
Windsocks... 

Fine Arts and Craft* and Wooden Toy* 


