The Holiday Season:
A Time for Bicycles

When holiday shoppers con-
verge on the streets during this
busy season, patience often wears
thin. A few imaginative folks are
taking advantage of an alternative
mode of transportation to ac-
complish their Christmas tasks
that leaves them feeling better
than when they started. They are
using the practical, utilitarian,
manually-operated, two-wheeled
vehicle, better known as the bi-
cycle.

Our motor vehicles often cause
arteriosclerosis of the roadways;
but those on two-wheeled vehicles
move through traffic like snakes
slithering to their desired perch.
They zip up the bike lane un-
hampered by motor traffic and get
to park within feet of their des-
tinations.

Granted, cyclists often get there
more quickly, without the auto-
mobile anxieties akin to many of
us, but how do they manage to
carry the myriad packages they
usually have? I put this question
to a few local acquaintances of
mine. Lelia Lee, who has cycled
(and lived) long enough to be my

Toy Tree
at Fifthpearl

The Fifthpearl merchants are
sponsoring a Toy Tree for needy
children in Eugene this Christmas.,
The tree, located in the Fifthpearl
shops, will be decorated with
paper ornaments with the sex and
age brackets of children in need of
toys. The public is asked to take
an ornament, purchase a gift,
wrap it and return it to the tree.
All the toys will then be turned
over to The Salvation Army for
distribution through their Family
Services Christmas Center. The
greatest need, according to the
Salvation Army's representative
Merilee Smith, is for gifts of toys
for boys and girls ages 1-2 and
10-12. “We will accept gifts for
children of all ages, of course, but
traditionally we are lacking in
gifts for children in those specific
age brackets.”

For further information please
contact Alan Rogers of Fifthpearl
Antiques or Merilee Smith, 343-
3328.
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grandmother, has carried jigsaw
puzzles piled high on her back
rack. Irv Housinger has pedaled to
the post office with numerous
packages larger than bread boxes
strapped to his bicycle. And Herb
Lee has transported one of the
most universal Christmas pur-
chases —the Christmas tree — from
parking lot to his home. Each of
these riders used their back racks
to which they secured their loads
with nylon straps, bungie cords,
or some type of rope.

But how do they keep their pur-
chases from succumbing to the
Pacific Northwest soggies? From
my unofficial survey of Christmas
shopping bikies, the unanimous
answer is the all-American plastic
bag. Large and sturdy ones do the
trick. The purchases are placed in-
side the bag which is closed with a
wire or plastic tie and then placed
in a pannier, bike bag, or day-
pack. If the largest plastic bag is
not large enough, a plastic tarp is
an ‘excellent option.

Most errands probably involve
transporting goods, but trans-
porting people also accounts for a
significant number of them. One
creative and gutsy soul provides
Christmas airport taxi service with
his tandem bicycle. Jim Locnikar
of Eugene captains his bicycle-
built-for-two to the airport with-
out a rider on the back. He then
meets his unsuspecting visitor
(relative, friend, or soon-to-be ex-
friend), loads their luggage in the
trailer pulled behind the bicycle,

an auto'cab, theyre' off. ' *

and before this new rider can call .

Jirdi, ‘'who ‘moved ' to this drea

specifically for its cycling ameni-
ties, explains why he does this:
“Cars are only for emergency use
—and what better way to intro-
duce visitors to Eugene?” For his
friends and relatives, this service
is free. But what does he do if two
visitors arrive together? He goes
out twice,

Could there by any other rea-
sons these people continue to use
their bicycles even during the in-
clement month of December?
Most enjoy getting outdoors and
breathing the fresh air; they like
sensing the aroma of freshly-cut,
soon-to-be-decorated trees; and
they enjoy hearing the Christ-
massy sounds ringing clear
through the air. Some, though,
feel there is no other option. As
Lelia put it, ‘1 just tried it by car

today and it was maddening!”

Starting
Over

New and Nearly New
Women's and Men’s
Apparel—Contemporary
and Vintage

Get more for your money

e affordable gifts

e gift certificates

® consigning, buying
and trading

Appts.—call 343-1413
1077 Willamette (pext to LCC Downtown)
10-6 Mon-Sat ® 12-5 Sunday

Season’s Greetings from
CYClLc-8)

REPAIRS & CYCLES

Mountain Bike Specialists

Starting at $189

HOURS: Mo -Sat. 10-6

TARYWMS
TOYS~

THE WURLD (F YUUR CHILD

OF THE WURLD O EXPAND

FEATURING

e VARIETY OF UNIQUE
STOCKING STUFFERS

* BRIO TRAINS

* PUZZLES & GAMES

® ARTS & SCIENCE

* JUGGLING & MAGIC

* Infant lines including
KIDDICRAFT and AMBI

o

873 Willamette Street
344-1640

SECOND
NATURE

BICYCLES

BMX-mas Sale

¢ CW Cal. Freestyle $299.95

e Hutch Windstyler $239.95

e Hutch Pro Ralder $214.95

¢ GT Performer $189.95

¢ Sekais, Redlines &
CyclePros are 10% Off

All 1985 10-Speeds
are 10% Off

446 E. 13th  343-5362

Northeast Corner
"MARKET GALLERIA" |

The Finest selection
of Candles around....

Do your Christmas Shopping on SIENEN
Bikes—for City & Mountain use

Wieraies

Layaway Now for Christrmas

Dozens of Stocking Stuffers
under $20

17563 West 18th Ave. / Fugene, Oregon 97402 » 687-0288

NATURAL FIBRE CLOTHING i

WOOLSTR

wool and cotton sportswear

Dealing in fine commudities like

100 %

Set $47.00

Cotton Sweats

Pre-Shrunk and Colorfast
Pants $29.95-Crew Tops $24,95

Remember, at 5th Street, it's Woolstreet
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starting at $39.

VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
233 West 7th ® 484-6006

“Where the people
who sew go.”
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VikingSewingCenter
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FIFTH STRERT

Come See us

that sew!

We have new and used
machines of all makes
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