
Silver City, a love story set in a Polish refugee camp in Australia, 1949. 

Silver City 
Australian filmmaker Sophia Tur- 

kiewicz' 1984 immigrant love story 
starring Gosia Dobrowolska and Ivar 
Kants. 

At the end of the war in Europe, 
millions of people were "dis- 

placed 
" 
from their homelands; 

one and a half million of them im- 

migrated to Australia in the late 
1940s and throughout the 50s. Sil- 
ver City takes place in 1949 in an 
Australian immigrant camp con- 
structed of "silver" quonset huts 
and segregated wooden barracks. 
Here Nina (lovely Gosia Dobrow- 
olska) and Julian (Ivar Kants), Po- 
lish war refugees, fall in love even 
though he is married to Anna (An- 
na Jemison) and they have a son. 
Through flashbacks following a 

chance meeting on a train many 
years later, the film traces the be- 
ginnings of Nina and Julian's 
awareness of each other on the 
boat coming over and the momen- 
tum that builds as they adjust to 
life in the hostel. Nina is young, 

open, and optimistic about her 
future; Julian is hungry for love 
(his marriage hasn't worked out 
for him) and unsure of his future. 
Anna is the good wife who be- 
friends Nina, with whom she 
works in the camp laundry. 
Amazingly, Anna remains uncon- 
scious of the true nature of the 

relationship between her husband 
and her best girlfriend until Julian 
leaves her for Nina. 
The lovers' story gently reveals 

their growing passion for one 

another, beautifully portrayed by 
the two main actors. Gosia 
Dobrowolska's feelings as Nina 
are entirely believable, iridescent 
and radiant. Ivar Kant shows us a 
man of considerable charm whose 
heart is torn between love and du- 

ty. However, Anna Jemison as the 
betrayed wife never reaches an 
emotional depth which engages 
our sympathies, and both the 

judgmental mother and the priest 
are overacted. Steven Bisley as 
Julian's buddy Viktor, on the 
other hand, gives a charming on- 
top-of-the-world upbeat perfor- 
mance. Gosia Dobrowolska is a 

joy to behold; she possesses those 
luminous qualities for which 
critics compare her to Hannah 

Schygulla. Dobrowolska, who 
made Siher City shortly after im- 

migrating to Australia from her 
native Poland, closely identifies 
with the hopeful young Nina who 
"realizes her future in Australia." 

Silver City is a good romantic 
love story; plot development 
takes place naturally, the char- 
acters are engaging, and the action 
is suspenseful. The film succeeds 
at being life-like, true to the eter- 
nal dilemma love poses when one 
partner is married. At the end of 
the picture, we return to the en- 
counter on the train between Nina 
and Julian, twelve years after they 
have parted and he has returned 
to his family. The ending is satis- 
fying and wholly consonant with 

Review 
and creative Nina's maturity 

adaptation to her life and Julian's 
less-than-happy resignation to his 
fate. 

Writer-director Sophia Turkie- 
wicz has a strong sense of what 
she wants and how to make it 

happen on the big screen. Authen- 
ticity clings to her vision of immi- 
grant life; she shows us the frus- 
trations inherent in living in gov- 
ernment housing and adapting to 
life in a new land. Turkiewicz 
herself came to Australia at age 
three; she and her mother lived in 
a migrant camp and in various 

small towns in Western Australia 
for much of her childhood. In 
Silver City she exposes the hostile 
attitudes and violence of some 
resident Australians (including the 
camp officials) to the newcomers; 
it feels true-to-life and is a shock- 
ing revelation. Turkiewicz prob- 
ably had to make a film to tell this 
story. After graduating from film 
school in Australia, she went to 
study in Poland with film director 
Andre Wadja and others; there 
she began writing the script for 
Silver City. 

"I'd grown up in Australia feeling I 
was Polish, but when I got there I 
found the Polish people were re- 
lating to me as a foreigner. It was 
an incredible shock, but it was the 
catalyst I needed to write about 
people trying to cope in a different 
culture." 

Silver City is only the first 
feature film Sophia Turkiewicz 
has made; it surely will not be her 
last. She is a talented filmmaker 

possessing the skill and art to 

touch us deeply. 
—Lois Wadsworth 
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HOLIDA^^XSAMPLER 
Holiday Gifts for all 
your business contacts. 

Made in Oregon is the place to do 
all of your Holiday gift purchasing. 

We carry a full line of Oregon-made 
gourmet non-perishable food gifts, so 
we can mix and match and put together 
gift packages and boxes for every taste 
and every budget. 
Gift wrap & UPS, of course. 
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Visit us at 295 East 5th 
in Eugene or call 343-5051 

Gifts 
Galore! 
) 

• Gift Box assortments for 
everyone on your list from 

$5-$15 • Eugene's best 
selection of Imported Soaps • 
Mason Pearson Hairbrushes 

* ° 
Karina Hair Ornaments • 

Cloisonne Earrings, Combs. 
Barrettes • Our Own 

Lotions, Perfume Oils, 
Bath Salts and More! 

- 
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Bscents, 
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• Bath. Beauty, and Hair Care Products 
Sth Street Public Market, Hugune 485-6164 
Yamhin Marketplore, Fertland 222-3026 

Honey Heaven 
& Herbs 

"a sample of Oregon" 
gift packs 

• jams, honey & candy 
• Nuts, dates & dried fruit 
• Specialty seafoods 
• Herbal delights 
• Beeswax candles 

20 Local pottery 
Custom orders & gift mailing 

949 Pearl St. 

} 344-5939 

Step across 

from the 
5th St. Public 

Market • • • 

and into 

another 

world. 

) 

The most unusual store 

you've ever seen. 

LOST 
HORIZONS 

285 E. 5th, Eugene 
345*5122 
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