
BOOKS- 
Review: 

The Accidental Tourist 
By Anne Tyler, published by Alfred 
A. Knopf, 1985. 

As the book opens, Macon and 
Sarah Leary's 20-year marriage is 
falling apart; they are cracking 
under the shock of the senseless 
murder of their 11-year-old son 
Ethan in a hold-up at a burger 
stand. Sarah leaves him, and Ma- 
con's alienation turns his normal 
reclusiveness into a wildly comic 
flight from the demands of every- 
day life. He stays on in the house, 
compulsively streamlining the 
household chores and writing 
guide books for travelers who 
hate to leave home — Accidental 
Tourists, he calls them. Macon 
automates his meals (coffeepot 
and popcorn popper timed to start 
in the morning), his laundry (he 
stomps his clothes clean every 
night in the shower), and his pet's 
routines (the cat comes and goes 
through an unused dryer vent, 
and the resentful dog is fed by a 
continual feeder in the basement). 
Macon regresses to childhood 

after he breaks his leg when the 
cat gets stuck in the dryer and the 
dog trips him on the basement 

steps. He ends up living at home 
with his two brothers (whose mar- 
riages have also failed) and with 
his sister Rose (who's never had a 
serious love relationship and who 
lines up her jam in the pantry in 

alphabetical order). Life settles in- 
to a familiar rut for Macon living 
with his siblings. After dinner 

every evening: 

"... they went out to the sun porch 
and sat at their grandparents' card 
table. They played something call- 
ed Vaccination — a card game 
they'd invented as children, which 
had grown so convoluted over the 
years that no one else had the pa- 
tience to learn it." 

Over several months, Macon 
gets involved with delightfully un- 
orthodox Muriel, a frizzy-haired 
energetically resourceful single 
mother. Muriel works -at the 
Meow-Bow kennel where Macon 
sometimes leaves his ill-behaved 
Welsh Corgi Edward, Macon's on- 
ly living link to his son Ethan. 

Feisty Edward has a fully de- 

veloped personality; as Time (9- 
16-85) notes, his "bite is just as 

bad as his bark." 
Reclusive by nature, Macon 

loathes leaving home, traveling is 
torture. Updating a new edition of 
his New York City guidebook, 
Macon stops in the Buford Hotel: 

"He was faced with a familiar 
problem, here: the narrow line be- 
tween 'comfortable' and 'tacky.' In 
fact, sometimes comfortable was 
tacky. He opened the refrigerator, 
a little undercounter affair. The ice 

trays in the freezing compartment 
were exactly the same kind of trays 
—scummy aqua plastic, heavily 
scratched, that Rose had back in 
Baltimore." 

Later, Macon follows his 
editor's request to rate a fancy 
top-floor restaurant in a very tall 
building: 

“An elevator the size of a room 
stood open, half filled with people, 
and Macon stepped in and took his 
place between two women in silks 
and diamonds. Their perfume was 
almost visible. He imagined he 
could see it rippling the air. Have 
chewing gum handy, he wrote in 
his guidebook as the elevator shot 
upward." 

These are the most wonderful 
characters I've encountered in fic- 
tion since Ellen Gilchrist's Victory 
in Japan. Anne Tyler is a marvel- 
ously talented writer; this is her 
tenth novel, the last was 1982‘s 

highly acclaimed Dinner at the 
Homesick Restaurant. Hollywood 
may be gearing up for a film ver- 
sion. John Malkovich (who would 
make a great Macon Leary) is de- 
veloping a script. Anne Tyler's 
people, like Ellen Gilcrhist's and 
Alice Walker's, are touching, 
human, and refreshing. The 
book's a jewel — read it and pass it 
on to someone you love. 

—Lois Wadsworth 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIRE DEC. 6-8 
Spaces still available for artisans and crafters. Held at Lane 
County Fairgrounds. Call 726-9766. 

VW VAN!!! 
1968 VW van—new dutch, runs good. $700. Call John. 
343-6139 or 343-3155. 

’73 IMPALA 
2-door, automatic. power steering, air. 350 engine. Great 
shape. Dependable. $1050. 343-4265, 485-6017. 

COUNTRY 

COOPERATIVE 

GARAGE EST 1973 

Care & Repair of 
IOYOIA • DAISCN 

VOLKSWAGEN • SUBARU 
4*0 Of Hl AS 

WORKER OWNED FEMINIST COLLECTIVE 

683-3780 
MI 3144 W. 11th. Eugene © 
CERTIFIED GUARANTEED WORK 

Legal Options—Attorney and Counselor at Law. Sliding 
scale, campus office. Phone Barry Davis, 343-3656. 

COUPLES, FAMILIES, STEPFAMILIES 
Competent counseling at reasonable prices. Learn to make 
discouraging relationships enjoyable again. Donna Tag- 
gart, MS. NCC. Pearl St. Counseling Services. 345-4276. 

Nurture yourself. Ongoing therapy for anorexia, bulimia, 
weight, body-Image. Barbara Weinstein, M.S. 344-7696. 

f. 
NEW DIRECTIONS 

COUNSELING CENTER 

"To be or not to—be yourself 
" 

Short term & ongoing therapy 
self-healing techniques. 

Lisa Marie Di Vincent 342-5472 

Beach cabin for coast sojourns. Just remodeled, cozy and 
comfortable. Sleeps 10. Reasonable rates. 344-6916. 

Women's bicycle. 21" Schwinn, $40. Men’s hiking boots, 
Merrill "Gore-Tex Hikers," new, $75. Steve, 343-3083. 

Telescope and Tripod, Ideal tor Halley’s Comet and astro- 

nomy, 4" aperture. short focus, 3 eyepieces. $250 or best 
offer. 342-3377. 

Futon clearance sale—made with quality material. 1 queen 
foam, $115. 3 double foam, $100 each. 688-9164. 

Massage table—semi-portable. May need some repair. 
$85. 688-1812. 

10 speed, girl's junior bike, rack, baskets, light; excellent 
condition; $50. 484-6716 weekends only. 

Excellent condition. Marble-look kitchen table with four 

dinette chairs. $75. 345-2625.1840 Mill, A. 

PIANO 
Hampton Oak Piano by Story & Clark. Full-sized upright/ 
formerly player/with sustaining and soft pedal. $1000 (ap- 
praised at $1500). 683-3446. 

US*SS 
1*K€ 

FREE 

TEDDY ORNAMENT 
with this ad and the 

purchase of any box of 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

AT 

JABBERWOCKY 
CARDS • GIFTS 
1308 Hilyard 484-0530 

Mon-Sat 9:30-6 

Sunday 12-5:00 

Quantity of bears is limited- 
First come first serve 

Full Selection' (gRegFul Selection, 

1 1/UOslock.• 
Footprint Sandals. plliiin 7 

Sizes and preferred 
colors for men, women, 
children. Complete 
repair service. 

BIrkenstock Footprints 
FifthPear Building 207 E. 5th 

_ Eugene, Oregon 342-6107 _ 
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Stress Related illness 
and Chronic Pain 

M. Ruth Nentwig, M.A., Ph.D., Anatomist/ 
Counselor. Ten years teaching and research 
experience at the university of New 
England Medical School. 

• specializing in Psychophyslological concerns 
• Education/Counseling for Symptom Relief/Prevention 
• Nutritional Counseling 
• Vitamin Therapy 
• Individual Counseling 

683*3081 

Weekly Eye Opener 
by Liny Deckman 

(Taken from The Book of 
Lists #3 by Amy Wallace, 
David Wallechinsky, and Irv- 
ing Wallace): 'On February 5, 
1979, Woodrow W. Bussey fil- 
ed a $2 million suit in Okla- 
homa County District Court 

claiming that the Adolph 
Coors Co. and a local tavern 
had caused him to become an 

alcoholic by failing to warn 

him that the 3.2 beer served in 
Oklahoma is actually an in- 

toxicating beverage. Bussey 
said that Coors beer had done ir- 

reparable damage to his brain, 
'pickling his mind' and pre- 
venting him from thinking 
clearly. As of late 1983, the 
case had not been resolved." 

MOTHER KALIS 

BOOKS 

A Feminist Bookstore 

Books • Records • Cards 

343 4864 

541 Blair —10-7:30 Mon.-Sat. *
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fin the Courtyard) 
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Banan Tree 6 *a creative collective’ 
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673 E. 13th 485-0333 

Hand 
aning 
Rush & 

American 
Wicker 

Repair 

726-8857 
Kathleen Lynch, Proprietor 

Cascade Caning Co. 
Springfield, Oregon 

P MARCO’S y 

CICECRCANONIUIY) 

So Rich 

So Creamy 
So Italian ... 

22 Flavors 
Award Winning Pastries 

& the 
Best Hot Chocolate 

in town 

683-1417 
2495 Hilyard Street Eugene 
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PERALANDRA 
BOOKS & MUSIC FOR 
THE MIND & SPIRIT 

OPEN MON. SAT., 10-6 

790 EAST 14th (AT ALDER) 
485-4848 
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TOM'S 

RESTAURANT 

New at 
788 West 7th Ave. 

(Between Monroe & Madison) 

Featuring 
Chef K„Hing Tom 

23 years experience with 
Hunan & Szechwan 

Cuisine 
Hot & Spicy Dishes 

from the 
Heartland of China. 

Also, Vegetarian Dishes 

Phone 343-7658 

A. 


