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Kiss of the 

Spider 
Woman 
A film by Hector Babenco, starring 
William Hurt, Raul Julia, and Sonia 
Braga. 

A clothes line silhouetted in a 

patch of sunlight on a discolored, 
filthy wall appears on the screen. 
A man is talking thickly, trance- 
like; we hear him but don't see 
him for a long time. We look 
around the room we're in, slowly, 
lingeringly. One of the ugly grey 
walls is hung with glamorous 

Review 
framed images of Rita Hayworth, 
Marlene Dietrich, and other by- 
gone stars of the silver screen. The 
effect is bizarre. Gradually we 
realize we are in a small, mean 

prison cell. The voice is describ- 
ing, of all things, a movie scene of 
a woman preparing for her bath. 
The camera discloses prisoner 

Luis Molina, in makeup, all deck- 
ed out in a kimono, tucking a pas- 
sionate red towel turban around 
his head. He's posing as the hero- 
ine Leni, "a cabaret star of the 

highest rank." Brilliantly played 
by William Hurt (Best Actor, 
Cannes 1985), Luis Molina as the 
tres flagrante gay window dresser 
flaunts and struts his way right in- 
to your heart. He breathlessly re- 
lates scenes from his favorite 
melodrama and acts out the most 

romantic parts: marching under 
the Arc de Triomphe like the 
handsome German soldiers and 

dancing like the joyous French 
girls who welcome them. 

Luis' antics do not impress his 
cellmate, a political prisoner sensi- 
tively portrayed by Raul Julia. 
Valentin Arregui is a journalist 
seriously dedicated to the revolu- 
tionary struggle (1970s Argen- 
tina?). Valentin has been tortured, 
he is in bad shape, and Luis wants 
to distract him from the pain. We, 
too, need to get away from the 
unremitting gloom of prison life; 
Luis' movie-within-a-movie pro- 
vides comic relief. 
NOW we are watcning a Classic 

sepia-toned "B" grade German 
movie starring the narcissistic 

Leni, elegantly overacted by Bra- 
zilian film beauty Sonia Braga. 
The movie glorifies the Nazis 

(Leni falls in love. with Werner, 
the tall, blonde SS officer) and de- 

picts the Jews as foreigners so con- 

vincingly that Luis thinks they're 
Turks. Luis' political ignorance is 
more than Valentin can stand. 
"Your life is as trivial as your 

movies," Valentin says scornfully. 
But Luis is determined not to care 
about the political stuff: "I detest 

politics, but I'm mad about the 
leading man," he says. Luis really 
only wants to describe Leni’s feel- 
ings as she dances with Werner on 
the verandah in the moonlight. 
Thus does Hector Babenco 

waltz us right into the web of The 
Spider Woman, where we, too, 
find ourselves entangled in this 

suspenseful tale of politics, love, 
and betrayal. 
“Valentin is harshly contemptuous 
of Molina, not for his homosex- 
uality, but for his moist uncritical 
acceptance of everything. The 

stage is set for these two utterly 
dissimilar men to discover the real 
lineaments of masculinity, friend- 
ship, and courage." 

— L.A. Times 

Argentine-bom director Hector 
Babenco (Pixote) is a leading light 
in Brazil's successful film com- 

munity; he has made a block- 
buster of a picture in Kiss. of the 

Spider Woman. Brazilian novelist 
Manuel Puig's 1976 book on 

Raul Julia and William Hurt in Kiss of the Spider Woman - a complex story of 

friendship, love and betrayal. 

which the film is based is describ- 
ed as 'celebrated and idiosyncra- 
tic.' Like Babenco, Puig was also 
born in Argentina but has lived 
long in Brazil. Apparently the out- 
rageous Puig has created his most 
autobiographical character yet in 
Luis. The obviously talented 
American Leonard Schraeder 
wrote the screenplay; it couldn't be 
better. 
The cast is terrific: William 

Hurt (Big Chill, Body Heat, Al- 
tered States), Raul Julia (One 
From the Heart), and Sonia Braga 
(Dona Flor and Her Two Hus- 
bands, Gabriella). The emotional 

Only as Marta, a real woman, do 
we get a glimpse of Braga's depth. 
In Valentin's final fantasy, a ra- 

diant Marta takes him from the 

prison to the island of The Spider 
Woman ("You will not wake up in 
the cell," she consoles him). 

The film was first shown at 
Cannes, where it received great 
critical acclaim and has been ex- 
tensively reviewed since its 
release. Time magazine calls it an 
“infectious, sobering" film ". . . de- 

lighted by its own originality, its 
own shrewdly controlled outrag- 
eousness. 

Caught in the web—a suspenseful tale of 
politics, love and betrayal 

ambience William Hurt and Raul 
Julia create onscreen is exquisitely 
fragile, unforgettably tender. As 
Luis, Hurt develops all the right 
feelings to be utterly convincing 
(and endearing) as a gentle dreamer 
who learns to stand up for himself 
a little. Raul Julia is tough as 

Valentin, then vulnerable and 
human as his attitudes change. He 
confesses that when he is being 
tortured, he desires his lover Mar- 
ta (educated, wealthy, upper 
class), not his political comrade/ 
lover Lidia. Sonia Braga plays 
three roles: Leni in the Nazi 
movie, Valentin's girlfriend Mar- 
ta, and The Spider Woman. Styl- 
ized, chic, and shallow, she is a 
perfect Leni and Spider Woman. 

"What starts out as a campy, face- 
tious catalogue of Hollywood tri- 
via becomes an extraordinarily 
moving film about manhood, 
heroism, and love. . . . Kiss of the 

Spider Woman unfolds slowly at 
first: building gradually and care- 
fully until its momentum becomes 
urgent and palpable. From its 
droll, playful opening to its trans- 
cendent coda,. it has the mark of 
greatness from beginning to end. 

—New York Times, 7/26/85 

Don't miss this unusually touch- 
ing picture. Intellectually chal- 

lenging and emotionally gratify- 
ing, Kiss of the Spider Woman 
stays with you long after the show 
is over. 

—Lois Wadsworth 
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Bargain MM. Sunday Only 4 pm $3 
General Adm. $3.75 / Students w/D $3.25 
Miser Monday $3 
Wednesday Night—FREE POPCORN 
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Thurs 11:30 $2 
Fri-Sat Midnite $2.50 
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VCR's 
Sunday-Thursday $5/day 
Friday-Saturday $8/day 
VIDEOTAPES! 

GEEETrrrr 
classics • 1st runs 

childrens % family 
50c Tuesdays 
$1.00 Wednesdays 
$2 & $3 

Market stret’.Teeol" 
17"s60-M98w 
Open 7 

Beans of the Month 

Mocha Java $5.49/lb. 
Coconut Cream $4.99/lb. 

BRING 
SOMEONE 
YOU LOVE 
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ITALIAN FOOD 

3377 E. AMAZON 
2687-2252 

Backstage 
Dancewear & Theatrical 

Supplies - 

COME AS YOU ARENfT 

Affordable... 
... COSTUMES & ACCESSORIES 

(WHY RENT?) 
* Ghost * Witch * Tarzan * Jane * Superman * Wonder Woman * 
Miss Piggy * Frog * Punker * Orphan Annie * Elf * Hula Dancer * 
Ballet Dancer * Executioner * Sexy You Name It Skunk * Tiger Lady 
* Adam/Eve * Old Time Bathing Beauty Ik Rabbit Ik Cleopatra * 
Convict * Saloon Girl 1k Monk Boy George 1k M. Jackson 1k Gorilla 1k 
Cat 1k Dog 1k Rat Lion * French Maid * Jester * Clown 1k Gangster 
1k Devil * Raggedy Ann/Andy Vampire 1k Angel 1k Pregnant Anything 
1k Tinkerbelle * Charlie Chaplin * Flapper * Boxer * Red Baron * 
Harem-Dancer/Guard 1k Bee * Bag of Jelly Beans Magician 1k Gypsy 1k 
Mickey/Minnie Mouse 1k Pinocchio 1k Smurf 1k Santa Claus * Zorro 1k 

Lone Ranger 1k Tonto 1k Caveman/Woman * Peter Pan 1k Elvis 1k 
Werewolf 1k Yoda 1k Darth Vader 1k Conehead * Sheep * Candy Kiss * 
Your Favorite Opera 1k Nun 1k Priest 1k Monk * King * Queen 1k Princess 
Di * Sailor 1k Chicken 1k Spaceman/Woman 1k Beat Up person * Mias 
America * Tooth Fairy * Daisy Mae'1k Lil' Abner 1k Alfred E. Newman 1k 
Ronnie * Jimmie C. * Tricky Dick * Strongman/Woman 1k Tatooed Lady 
1k Bearded Lady 1k Mae West 1k Laurel 1k Hardy 1k Smith Bros. 1k Geek * 

Ill .1. Fcbc 

Sprout person * W.C. 
Fields * Playing Card * 
Playboy Bunny 
Frankenstein * Tramp * 
Stripper * 40‘s Person it 
Indian (Asian/American) 
* Bike Person * Father 
Time * New Year’s Baby 
if Hunchback of Notre 
Dame * Minnie Pearl * 
Your favorite gross Ethnic 
Stereotype and a LOT 
MORE! 

7%, Halz, Ot, *67Pz,, 
41 W. 

Broadway 
Downtown 

Eugene 

686-2671 
Open 

Sunday* 
12 till 

4:30 


