
A POSSIBLE TIME BOMB? 

The Riverfront Research Park 

fe 'Ians are in the works for a Riverfront arch Park, a joint City of Eugene-Uni- 
versify of Oregon project to develop land 
along the banks of the Willamette River, 
both north and south of the Autzen foot 

bridge. This summer, significant moves 

were made towards a multi-million dollar 

development that will be principally occu- 
pied by companies doing scientific research. 
Some light manufacturing will be permitted 
as well as support businesses offering ser- 
vices in the area. The development even- 
tually might contain living spaces also. 
The specific steps taken were: 1) the 

amendment of the Metro Area General Plan 

by the various government bodies to 

change the zoning of approximately 140 

acres along the river from "open space/ 
government/education" to "University 
research"; 2) the writing of a draft proposal 
by University President Paul Olum setting 
out the conditions for the lease of 70 acres 
of this land for the development (the State 
owns the land, and the State Board of Edu- 
cation will approve of and sign the lease 
with the developer); and 3) the selection of 
the Carley Capital Group of Washington 
D.C. as the developer. 
By summer's end, significant opposition 

to the development had appeared. Private 
citizens, a local peace group, environmental 
activists, UO students, and professors had 
all written, spoken and acted to either slow 
down or stop action on the development. 

by Lucia McKelvey 

According to one long-time Eugene ob- 
server, "They could be sitting on a time 

bomb, and the thing is, I don't think they 
know it." 
To many involved in the planning so far, 

including university officials, city council 
members and planning commission mem- 
bers, the process has been slow and well 

thought out. UO President Paul Olum has 
said the project is at least two years old in 
his mind. However, some citizens who at- 
tended public hearings regarding the re- 

zoning and consequent amending of the 
Metro Plan have been shocked at the speed 
with which decisions are being made. Citi- 
zen input, they feel, has been minimal. And 
some UO students and professors also are 
upset about the nature of the decision-1 
making process among other things. They 
are not sure the best interests of the univer- 

sity are being considered. 

Three Questions 
Although there are many questions about 

if, how, why and when this development 
should take place, three stand out. Environ- 
mentally is this the best use of the land and 
are there dangers of toxic wastes and emis- 
sions leaking into the water and air? Should 
classified research be banned, as it is on the 

UO campus? Where will the money come 

from to finance it? 

Environmental 
Regarding the land use question, the city's 
reason for amending the Metro Plan is eco- 

nomic development — the city wants to 

diversify the economy and help create more 

jobs. The city sees this cooperative effort 
with the university as a specific way to ful- 
fill these goals. However, some Eugenians 
share the views expressed by UO geography 
professor Alvin Urquart who writes, "The 
most attractive quality of that area is its 

open, quiet, peaceful character. . . . For 

university students it is their closest access 

to a large tranquil area in a bustling city. 
For other Eugenians, it is the quietest stretch 

along the river from the Valley River Bike 
Bridge to Springfield." 
According to the North Campus Plan put 

forward by a study group in 1982, that area 
was reserved for university club sports and 
intramural playing fields as well as a 

ing, enforcement of penalties when neces- 
sary, and possible law suits? The myth that 
high tech" industries are clean and safe is 
quickly being dispelled. Not only are toxic 
wastes in Silicon Valley becoming a horren- 
dous problem, but the rate of illness of 
workers in semi-conductor industries is 

three times that of all industry, according to 
federal and California figures on occupa- 
tional illness. 

Classified Research 
The question of whether to ban classified 

research at the Park has been probably the 
most publicly debated one. In April, 
University President Paul Olum announced 
the ban on classified research the university 
adheres to would not extend to the River- 
front Research Park. This fired up some 
students and professors who lobbied the 
Campus Planning Committee. The commit- 
tee was in the process of recommending to 
Olum the conditions for the lease. They 
agreed to the following ban: ". . . no re- 

“The most attractive quality of that area is its open, 
quiet, peaceful character...” 

"natural area" for both study and enjoy- 
ment. Urquart continues: "I don't think we 
should see the adoption of this plan as like- 
ly to result in a major transformation in Eu- 
gene's economy. Rather it may well result in 
a major decline in Eugene's most valuable 
resource, its natural amenities." 

Regarding the possible environmental 
dangers, Eugene is currently in the process 
of revising city-wide ordinances covering 
toxic wastes and emissions. However, one 

of the biggest problems with environmental 
laws is enforcement. Will the city budget 
allow for continual environmental monitor- 

search will be carried out the clearly fore- 
seeable and probably result of which, the 
direct result of which, the direct application 
of which, or any specific purpose of which, 
is to destroy human life or to incapacitate 
human beings." 

In his draft proposal, Olum recom- 

mended: 'No research or development is 

permitted whose specific purpose or pri- 
mary consequence is to destroy or injure 
human life. In particular, then, no research 
or development is permitted which is direct- 
ed toward the production of weapons." 

continued on page 4 
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NICRSITY 
QAVCL 

774 E. 13th 
Second Floor 

Smith Family Book Bldg 

683-5577 

ROUNDTRIP FARES 
AT THE TOP OF THE STAIRS 

Seattle-Anchorage 
Portland-Phoenix 

Eugene-Minneapolis 
Sundance Cruise from $845* 

$138 

$196 

$198 

Los Angeles to Mazatlan & Puerto Vallarta 
7 days—round trip airfare from Portland 

*per person based on double occupancy 

The Finest Quality 
at Reasonable Prices 
Our food, including our tortillas, is 

made fresh daily in our own kitchen. 
Try our lunch, ranging in price 

from $2.40-$4.15, and our dinner, 
from $4.05-$7.60. 
With your meal enjoy a beer from 

our large selection of Mexican 
imports, including the very popular 
Dos Equis to the hard-to-find Negra 
Modelo. 

El Sombrero 
Mon-Thurs 11-9 Fri 11-10 

CA 146 E. 11th Ave. 
Sat 12-9 

344-6634 

FRESH PASTA 
AND BAKED BREAD 

HOMEMADE SAUSAGES 
AND SAUCES 

Gourmet to Go! 
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IFETTUCINE & COMPANY 
1 134 Oakway, next to Reed & Cross • 345-9366 

o very /mall place 
to zee a holo new 
world... 
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NavGl@les 

810 CHAAn@tron 
Tue/doy - Saturdey 11=5:30 
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SPECIALS 
ONLY $19.95 PAY 

FOR ONE MONTH OF 
UNLIMITED SESSIONS 
AND RECEIVE THREE 
EXTRA SESSIONS 
FREE! SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED! 
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** SCHEDULE FOR CLASSES ** 
9 00 — 10 00 • m Monday — Friday 
<30 — 5 30pm Monday — Frday 
5 30 - 6 30 p m Monday — Friday 
ZOO —8 00pm Monday — Friday 
8 00 — 10 00 a m Saturday 
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Call 00) DOT " 

Please note our 
new mailing address: 
335 West 20th 

Eugene, OR 97405 
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