MUSIC.

At the Country Fair

The Rockin’

The Rockin’ Razorbacks are not
a group of wild hogs as their name
implies, but rather a trio of well-
practiced musicians. They're con-
tinuing an American tradition of
music—from Carl Perkins to The
Blasters.

The Portland-based Razorbacks
played in Eugene this spring after
a one year absence. They've been
touring-£playing at ski resorts
and throughout the Northwest—
to open for Robert Cray, George
Thorogood, even Bo Diddley.

The group practices a lot, you
can tell. They move effortlessly
through songs, delivering clean
well-constructed melodies. They
sailed through dozens of numbers
and with only one or two excep-
tions, their music was charac-
terized by a fast-paced blend of
thythm and blues/rock and roll.
The overall sound is not ex
tional or unique but rather well-
played renditions of classic tunes.
The Razorbacks music is by no
means trendy, even their original
tunes are straight from another
era.

“We're fighting an uphill
battle,” admitted band leader and
bass player Michael Kearsey,
speaking about audience accep-
tance of the music they play. But
he also says the music is “vital”
and “makes your body wiggle.”

Razorbacks

by Jackie Barry

The Razorbacks don't present a
very trendy visual image either.
Kearsey's was the most striking.
He wore a crepe jacket that would
make a clothes buff drool but
wouldn't do much for the average
consumer. Kearsey also sported a
period hairdo complete with
ducktail and a tie clasp shaped like
a house trailer and studded with
rhinestones. Guitar player Chris
Miller wore a plaid flannel shirt
and leather jacket for the first set
and a wool vest and white cotton
shirt for subsequent sets. His geo-
metric hairdo lends the only tren-
dy note to this band’s demeanor.
Drummer Jeff Hudis wore a wes-
tern shirt with the sleeves re-
moved.

The Razorback’s equipment is
not particularly flashy either.
Miller plays a stunning Les Paul
guitar which is hooked up to a
basic tremelo/reverb pedal. That's
as high tech as this band gets.

Despite the fact that the sound
is not unique, the musical abilities
of the Razorbacks are more than
adequate.

Miller's guitar playing is ex-
ceptional. Playing all leads makes
him the most noticeable anyway,
but he shines nonetheless. During

The Rockin’ Razorbacks are from Portland. They play your basic blues and rock and ic

Country Fair, Sunday at 2 pm on the Main Stage.

11, They'll be at the Oregon

one song, Jimmy Reed's “Hush
Up,” Miller actually carries on a
conversation with his guitar, his
fingers sliding around the neck
create the voice of his “woman.”

Kearsey and Hudis remain more
in the background of the music

which is as one would expect.
They seem content to provide
back-up for Miller.

The Razorbacks have one al-
bum available at area record
stores—entitled simply The
Rockin' Razorbacks. They've re-

corded two cuts for a blues com-
pilation, a joint project with other
bands from the Northwest, which
is not on the market yet.

They can be heard on Sunday,
July 14 at 2 pm on the Main Stage
at the Oregon Country Fair.
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COME CELEBRATE A RETURN TO TRADITION!
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AND THE CLASSIC OPENING NIGHT CELEBRATION.

Tickets

Join us Friday, July 19th.
Eugene Festival of Musical Theater
presents

FIDDLEREROOF /

8 PM. The Hult Center.

immediately following the performance

$6.00 to $16.50

Eugene Conference Center - Eugene Hilton
Music by the Jazz M’s

No host bar. $695 per person.
Tickets at the Hult Center Box Office.
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. Elegant Hors d’Oeuvres.

By phone: 687-5000.

COLOR
PRINTING

EUGENE PRINT

20 E 13th » 484-2601

TING
SN

Featuring ...
Womei's &
Men's quality
contemporary
and vintage
apparel
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Specializing ..
in the
consigning
and buying
of your
quality
clothing

for consignment appts. call—

343-14183
1077 Wlllamette =

next to downtown LCC
open Mon.-Sat. 10-6 Sunday 12-5

Liscols.
Street Market

17th & Lincoln
344-1803

Bean of the Month
Guatemala
Antigua
$4.65 1b.

Open 9-11 daily

DISCOVER
de "l’ﬁco's

and discover a world of
imported beers, fine soups
and omelettes, gourmet
burgers, Sweet Surrender
ice cream. Allann Bros.
coffee and world-class
snacks.
Discover deFrisco's and
deFrisco's Terrace C afe
in the Atrium Building at
i0th & Olive downtown
Eugene.

Maonday -

Friduv ®um - 12:

T30 wom L w.m
Noon - 1200 g.m

a.m
Saturday

Sunday

What's HAPPENING July 11, 1385

N,
N

Photograph by David Stein




