Music Beat

Sonny King
Lives Again
by Jim Stiak

When the cold hand of death
abruptly grabbed Sonny King in
December of '83, the Northwest
jazz community wasted little time
honoring him, creating a scholar-
ship fund to preserve the memory
of the saxophonist and educator.
To bolster that fund, Sunday,
April 21, virtually every jazz
musician in town will congregate
at DeFrisco’s for the second an-
nual Sonny King Memorial Bene-
fit Concert.

Up from the Bay Area for the
event will be popular pianist Ed
Kelly. Local performers will in-
clude Le Jazz Hot, Emmet Wil-
liams, Don Latarski, Nancy King,
the Eugene Jazz Orchestra, John
Workman, and a list of others that
could fill this column, From 4:30
till midnight, the Atrium Court-
yard will be filled with the various
sounds of these performers, and
the glass-tinkling conversation of
those enjoying the cabaret atmos-
phere.

All proceeds from the event will
help “advance the. music educa-
tion of promising Oregon high
school age musicians.” Tickets are
available at an array of outlets, in-
cluding Old Taylor’s, Videoland,
Larry’s Video, Backstage Dance-
wear and others.

About this drummer is said that
no other leader, except Count
Basie, has introduced so many
famous players to the national
spotlight. He led his first band
when only 15, virtually invented
hard-bop drumming, and has yet
to slow down after half a century
of performing. April 20 Art Blake-
ly brings his Jazz Messengers to
the WOW Hall for a driving even-
ing of rhythm and melodies. De-
spite his decades of successes, the
"'Shakespeare of percussion” is not
content to rely on his old hits, but
continually searches for new
music, playing the tunes that his
band members write.

While expanding the horizons
of acoustic music in the 80's, the
artists on the Windham Hill re-
cord label have attracted quite a
following. April 21 at the Silva in
the Hult, many of those musicians
will present their electric sounds
to Eugene. Barbara Higbie on
piano, Darol Anger on violin and
Mike Marshall on mandolin and
guitar will blend their talents in
one part of the show. Bill Oskay
and Michael O’Dombhnaill, with
violin and guitar, will evoke the
“magic of Irish leprachauns and
four-leaf clovers,” and Pierre Ben-

Barbara Higbie, Darol Anger and Mike Marshall will perform Sunday, April

21, in Silva Concert Hall.
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susan, 27-year-old Algerian
master of several instruments,
singer, and “guitarist’s guitarist,”
will crown the evening’s musical
jewels.

A local boy who made good is
coming back to the Hult. Mason

iams, who escaped the trap of
mill-town life in Oakridge for
fame with the Smothers Brothers
and nine record albums, plays
with his six-piece group April 23.
“Of Time and Rivers Flowing” is
the name of his show, contem-
porary arrangements of tradi-
tional songs about rivers and
water. Mason says he wants to
“give the river a chance to speak
to us.”

Another local boy, yet to make
it big on the national scene, at-
tacks the Lone Star April 19-20.
Johnny and the Distractions, with
their pile-driving sound and bend-
ed-knee lyrics, will try once again
to fire the crowd into semi-hys-
teria. Their show runs from 9-11,
followed by “After Hours Rock,”
with Nasty Habit, till 4. That,
followed by a quick trip to Hoots,
ought to satisfy all you nocturnal
nomads.

Over at the EMU Ballroom
April 20 will be the young ska-
rock sound of the Hoodlums.
Once again, they'll be playing
with local favorites the Crazy-8's,
who always lay their cards on the
table.

Claude Frank, in his 26th year
of classical piano performances;
visits the Hult April 18. He joins
the Eugene Symphony Orchestra
and guest conductor Gary
Sheldon for the final concert of
the 84/5 Classical Series, Beet-
hoven's Concerto #3 for Piano
and Orchestra.

Pickin’ Scott Joplin and Duke
Ellington tunes will be Spencer
Doidge, in a solo recital at the
Eugene Guitar Association’s Cof-
fee Concert at the Washington
Abbey, April 21.

Well, it's just peachy to hear
John W. Napier's silky voice and
spray-shooting wit return to the
local radio waves. Hopefully, for
the safety of local motorists, he's
accompanied this time by a chauf-
fer. But the Music Beat has a long
memory, and asks the musical
question: When will he first be
caught sleeping on the turntable?
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— top ten records —

Imporis/independents
1. Gary Numan Vol. |
2, Gary Numan Vol, il
3. Yello—Vicious Games 12"
4. Meatpuppets—Up on the Sun
5. DOA—John Peel Sessions
6. Killing Joke—Love Like Blood
7. Gary Numan Vol. Il
8. Vangelis—The Mask
9. Crazy 8's—Law & Order
10. Meftalica—Whiplash

Domestic
1. Phil Collins—No Jacket Reqd
2. John Fogerty—Centerfield
3. Bruce Sprlngstee?n—BSg;\ in

e

4. Beverly Hills Cop Soundtrack

5. Tina Turner—Private Dancer

6. Madonna—Like a Virgin

7. Wham—Make It Big

8. Reo Speedwagon—Wheels
Are Turning J

9. Foreigner—Agent Provocateu

0. Bryan Adams—Reckless
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an evening with

WINDHAM HILL

Featuring
Darol Anger/Mike Marshall/Barbara Higbie
Billy Oskay / Micheal O’'Domhnaill
with special guest Pierre Bensusan

Sunday, April 21, 7 pm.  Silva Concert Hall

Tickets » $40.50, $8.50 (available

A at Hult Center ticket outlets 9% KZANM
&97fin o call 687-5000 for reservations) —+"

presented by Eugene Parks & Recreation Department, KLCC and KZAM

! |
Featuring the studios of: —

Kay Buckner, LaVerne Krause,
Dorothy Marshall, David Redetzi
fnd \f-mou: Witham

2¥. . [] Adult $5.00 (] Family $10.00

1 O Child $1.00 (] Students $3.50
Tickets available at the following outlets:
"_The Bon, U of O Bookstore, Carole’s Frame
e Shop & Gallery, Community Center for the
Performing Arts, Everybody's Records
B & Tapes, Lane Regional Arts Council, The
..~ Literary Lion, Made in Oregon, Maude Kerns
» “==——Art Center, Opus 5 Gallery, Saturday Market
oA and Springfield Museum. Sponsored by:
The Bon What's Happening U of O Bookstore
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‘’Drive Time is News Time
on KLCC 89 FM...”

Presenti
Dews.on
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S
just when
e story’s
getting interes

" To us, the headline's not the end

 of astory, but just the baginning.
. We take the time Lo develop & news
+ story, so you'll stop missing the
~ best part of the news.

You've never heard news like
this before.

“Morning Edition” with Bob Edwards

Local & regional news with
Marcia Kraus * Weekdays 5-9 a.m.

NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO
What's HAPPENING April 18, 1985
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