GROWING TOMATOES

We enjoy fresh tomatoes, so
why not grow them? There is a
long list of rules, but for now just
forget all that and let's talk about
their culture.

One of the most important
things is to get them off to a good
start. The soil should be well
drained and full of nutrients.
Work the soil up well with a tiller
or by hand then sprinkle a gen-
erous amount of 5-10-10 over the
row area. This should be all the
fertilizer that the plants need for
the entire growing season, Work
this fertilizer into the ground and
make a ditch about five inches
deep in the row where the plants
are to go. Mark off plant holes
about every two and one half feet.

You must decide what kind of
plants and how many. For the av-
erage family, 15 should be ample.
Two plants of an early variety,
such as Small Fry, would come on
early and produce about a gallon
of small fruit before the plant dies.
The main crop variety should be
planted at the same time and
should start ripening about 10
days later. Jet Star is an excellent
variety with vigor and produces
large smooth fruit. They should
bear until frost if kept free of
disease.

Start out by digging a hole
about five inches deep and place
your plant in the bottom. Hold
the plant up while about two in-
ches of dirt is pushed around the
roots. Then dump in about a pint

of water to settle the dirt around
the roots. Fill the rest of the hole
to ground level. Roots will form
on any stem that is covered. If all
this planting can be done on a
cloudy day, there will be less
shock to the tender plant.

When shopping for plants, do
not buy the bargain of the day.
Not all varieties do well here, as
we have cool nights and many
cloudy days. The tomato is a
warm weather plant and will sit
and sulk when cold. Do not buy a
slow maturing variety as they will
still be green in September. If
possible, talk to an experienced
gardener and find out what s/he is
planting. Many of these old gard-
eners can help you a lot. Another
bad mistake that some gardeners
make is to buy plants that are
blooming or have small fruit sets.
These over mature plants do not
have large enough roots to pro-
duce and will soon fizzle out. The
target date for planting is about
May 10.

Throughout the growing season
it is very important to supply a
constant - amount of moisture.
About once a week should do, de-
pending on your soil type. If mois-
ture supply is erratic, blossom-end
rot may develop. Look at your
plants and see what they need. Do
not flood your plants so water
stands for long periods as the
roots will be deprived of oxygen
and will die. Tomatoes should not
be planted in the shade and should

have at least eight hours of sun-
shine. Strong wind will whip your
plants and they will do little.

Your garden should be protect-
ed from dogs, insects and romping
children. The stems are growing
vigorously, are quite tender and
should be left alone. Crowded,
thick rows can bring on a lot of
other unhealthy conditions.
Nitrogen fertilizers cause excessive
growth and should be avoided.

There are all kinds of systems of
staking and tying up-your plants.
Cages are sold in most garden
stores and some people make their
own. Just don't get worked up
about this staking and caging
deal. Every time you prune off
stems and leaves you reduce the
crop. A few newspapers put under
fruit that is lying on the ground
will prevent a lot of rot.

Many people with limited space
grow a lot of fruit in five gallon
cans. For some of the smaller
plants a two-gallon can will do. A
hanging basket of Small Fry
plants are not only attractive but
productive. Watering in confined
space is very critical.

Tomatoes are a very fussy
plant, but when treated with
respect do produce heavy crops.
Most families can have all the fruit
they need in this area. If you get
into trouble call a Master Garden-
er; his service is free.

—0O.5. Headlee
747-2922

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Enterprise and Innovation

“Think Excellence Today” is the name of an upcoming series of pro-
grams which will focus on business trends, individual achievement, and
the challenges presented by our rapidly changing economy. On May 14
and 15, national and local speakers will address such topics as business
planning, marketing, creative thinking, venture capital and competi-
tion. Giant screen video presentations with such titles as “Megatrends”
and “Brain Power” will offer additional food for thought. The program
will be held in the Hult Center, at a cost of $45 per day, witﬁ special
rates available.

The 1440 Foundation, along with several local businesses, is spon-
soring this program—and subsequent ones later in the year. Other 1440
activities include sponsorship of “Time-Out,” a monthly after-hours
get-together at the Hult Center for local business people and community
leaders. The 1440 Foundation is based on the premise that effective use
of the 1440 minutes in a day is the key to personal success.

For more information on the conference, ticket prices, or other 1440
events, call 683-0871.

Energy Conservation Loans

Lane County businesses now qualify for a combination of financing
and incentives guaranteed to increase cash flow immediately without
any out-of-pocket expenditures!

Low interest energy conservation loans are presently available to “for
profit” businesses through a unique program administered by Lane
County’s HACSA agency. Loans up to $10,000 per building, at eight
percent over four or five years, make conservation improvements pain-
less and profitable.

Depending upon present levels of heat loss, conservation improve-
ments can save up to 90%. Bottom line tax credits add to the energy
savings. Thirty-five percent of the conservation cost can be deducted
from taxes owed to the state of Oregon.

For additional information, and a no-obligation analysis of your
business, contact Bill Snyder, Builders Insulating, at 746-3100.

Nina Cherry, licensed
485-8090
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673 E. 13th 485-0333

Nitrogen Sources
Blood Meal—All Sizes 10% off

Phosphorus Sources
Bat Guano
5# bag $§ 8.75 Reg. Price $ 9.75
25# bag $27.00 Reg. Price $30.85
Potassium & Trace Minerals Sources

Max-i-Crop Soluble Seaweed—All Sizes 10% off
T.M.L.—Trace Minerals Inc.—10% off

Let us help you grow it organically.
Lots of free advice and unique gardening supplies.

beginning April 18
Try this tender, moist, high-pro-
tein bread; its taste will tantalize

you!
from your whole grain bakers at ...

SOLSTICE

BAKERY COLLECTIVE

350 E 3rd * Eugene,OR ¢ 342-7404

National Secretaries
Week Is Coming

What will you do for that special one in your office?

Secretarles Week is your opportunity to reward your secretary with a unique
experience of pleasure and satisfaction. We offer three packages so you can choose
which one Is perfect for you. Let us take this responsibility off your shoulders by
seeing to every detail. All you need to do is give the word because we're sure you
agree that a happy secretary makes a happy officel

LET US TAKE CARE OF THE ONE WHO TAKES CARE OF YOU.
Call 484-1530 for information

Sponsored by:
EUGENE FLOTATION CENTER LoNdoN HALR SALON
BLOOM'S FLOWERS HARWYLER CENTER
KQDQ REBA TOWNSEND-SIMMONS, L.M.T.

Wallflower Order Sandung
C.Rider Dance Co.

April 26th Noon = LCC Forum Building

Central American Student Tour

Student and Youth Caravan for Peace

a Shumba

Sponsored by the Associated Students of LCC

NO ADMISSION
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