Local Artist Records for Windham Hill

by David Koteen

Windham Hill Records has
recently signed Michael Harrison.
A good match. Windham Hill is
renowned for its discoveries of in-
novative and inspirational musi-
cians (William Ackerman, George
Winston, Michael Hedges).
Michael Harrison falls right in the
center, between the inspirational
and the innovative—coupling
both.

Among the numerous talented
artists in Eugene, Michael stands
out, The depth and devotional
quality to his music make it a
privilege to listen to. You feel his
intensity create wave patterns
which rise and emanate from the
piano. An oscillating energy
moves back and forth between his
hands and the keyboard. You
can't tell if his fingers ane playing
the keys, or the keys, his fingers.

Michael has received numerous
awards, including two Ruth Lor-
raine Close Awards and 3 Dia Art
Foundation Residencies in New
York. Notwithstanding, a record-
ing contract in a nation swamped
with musicians is no mean accom-
plishment. Most recently he is a
co-recipient (along with Joint
Forces Dance Co.) of a grant from
the Oregon Arts Commission.
They will perform at the Hult
Center on May 24.

Although he has composed
more than three dozen pieces, it is
an abridged version of In Flight

that Windham Hill ultimately
selected to produce. In Flight is
also the name of the duet perform-
ed by Karen Nelson and Alito
Alessi of Joint Forces. 1 asked
Alito why he and Karen chose to
work with Michael Harrison. He
thought a moment before re-
sponding: “When you create a
dance with any musician, there is
always a lot of give and take.
Emotions ride high. Michael is so
at home as an improvisor that he
is able to be very receptive to us as
dancers and still maintain his in-
tegrity as - musician."”

After he and I listened to several *

of his compositions, 1 asked
Michael why he felt Windham Hill
had selected In Flight. He didn't
hesitate at all. “Rhythmic vitality.
It's really the best acoustic piano
piece I've written. A strong emo-
tional character. With fast runs . . .
using the full range of the key-
board. The entire piece breathes
throughout.”

“There’s a real East intersects
West mood to it,” I said.

“My studies in North Indian
classical vocal music with Pandit
Pran Nath completely changed
my life. It naturally became integ-
rated with my piano style and
composition.”

“If you had to say, what keeps
you playing and performing?
Why do you do it?”

“When you spend so many
hours practicing and writing and
rehearsing, you want to share

Thursday, March 21

LRAC Member $6.00

LANE REGIONAL ARTS COUNCIL'S

PROFESSIONAL ;
DEVELOPMENT

SERIES 85

EXPANSIVE ACTS: A GUIDE TO LARGER
MARKETS FOR EXPERIENCED PERFORMERS

ways to reach commercial and larger audiences
Thursday, April 18 7-9pm

APPROACHING ARTS AGENCIES: PRESENT
YOUR BEST FOR BEST RESULTS

an artist's guide to contact, decorum and procedures

Non-member $9.00
For information call us at 4852278
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7-9pm Lane Regional Arts
9 411 High St.

Opus 5 Gallery
23 E. 28th Ave.

your work . .

the joy of life.”

“Isn’t that the name of one of

your earlier pieces?”
“Yeah. The Joy of Life."”

In Flight will appear on the
Windham Hill Piano Sampler in
early Summer. Keep an ear open

for it!

. your life. That's
what art is about—giving to peo-
ple. It inspires me to live, and to
go on living. It's the joy of life.
And that's what I want to share—

PERALAN DRA

BOOKS & MUSIC FOR
THE MIND & BODY

OPEN MON.-SAT., 10-6

790 EAST 11th (AT ALDER)
485-4848
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Fresh Breads Baked Daily {
' i

Mondays-WHOLE WHEAT BREAD

100% whole wheat—good for sandwiches and toast.

Tuesdays-BASIL CHEESE BREAD New!

A rich, hearty bread made with fresh basil and Swiss
cheese. Perfect for soups and stews. Available in
cloverleaf rolls, too.

Wednesdays-SOUR RYE

A traditional light rye with caraway{
seeds and a chewy crust.

Thursdays—7-GRAIN BREAD —New!

An excellent sandwich bread, made with steel-cut
~oats, wheat berries, polenta, sunflower /‘ ;_'\
'seeds, barley, brown rice and millet. f;- bl

» ‘. o
Fridays— CHALLAH '
Qur traditional braided egg bread. Serve it at that
special weekend meal. Great for French toast, too.

Sundays—GIANT CINNAMON ROLLS

We're famous for them. The perfect sweet roll for
Sunday brunch.

humble bagel ® 24th & hilyard
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NORTHWEST

RESOURCE RECYCLING INC.

* INVITES YOU TO OUR NEW LARGER CONVENIENT LOCATION.
e FEATURING A 24 HOUR RECYCLING DROPOFF.

e EUGENE/SPRINGFIELD’S ONLY LOCALLY OWNED RECYCLING
CENTER BUYING NEWSPAPER, CARDBOARD, GLASS, TIN,
AND ACCEPTING OIL, BATTERIES, FERROUS AND NON-

FERROUS METALS.

e 100% RECYCLED PAPER AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE.
¢ PICK-UP SERVICE FOR COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS.
e 3¢ PER GALLON—GAS DISCOUNT COUPONS

$5.00 bonus per ton with this ad 3/18-3/23

New ADDREss: 1680 IRVING ROAD

(Between Hwy. 99 & Prairie Rd.)

NEW PHONE: 461 '2000

BORN TO SHOP"
: “17th & Lincoln

BEAN of the MONTH
Irish Blend—$4.59

Anderson’s Milk

homogenized gal—$2
2% gal.—$1.90

g .
1% gal.—$1.80
Open 9-11 daily 344-1803

COUNTRY COOPERATIVE GARAGE
Care & Repair of Est. 1973

TOYOTA + DATSUN
VOLKSWAGEN ¢ SUBARU

AND OTHERS
WORKER OWNED FEMINIST COLLECTIVE

= 683-3780

L= 3144 W. 11th, Eugene

Contemporary and
ethnic rings, bracelets,
earrings, pins and
pendants from $2

to $68

® 762 E 13th Ave ®FIFTH ST MARKET
next 1o the Excelsior  downstairs
343-8667 683-2204
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