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Silkwood 
Directed by Mike Nichols 
Starring Meryl Streep, Cher and 
Kurt Russell 

Silkwood is the best film sur- 

prise of the Christmas season. It 
is deserving of praise given re- 

spectively to films such as The 
Big Chill and Terms of Endear- 
ment: the “feel-good,” “peo- 
ple” movie of the year. Silk- 
wood is a rich, unsentimental 

portrayal of working class life. 
The film unfolds slowly, natura- 
lly, revealing consistent charac- 
ters who grow and change cred- 
ibly and realistically. 

Silkwood is based on a young 
woman who worked in a pluto- 
nium rendering factory in Texas. 
In 1974, Karen Silkwood was 

killed in a car accident as she was 

going to meet with a New York 
Times reporter to turn over 

documentatin of unsafe prac- 
tices at the plant. Meryl Streep’s 
enactment of Karen Silkwood as 
a flawed working class heroine 
bears little resemblance to Sally 
Field’s rendition of Norma Rae. 
As drawn in Nora Ephron and 
Alice Arlen’s screenplay, pa- 
tiently directed by Mike Nichols, 
and magnificently brought to 

life by Streep, Karen Silkwood is 
a rather slovenly working class 
woman whose consciousness and 
sense of responsibility is raised 

by her slow-growing awareness 
of lethal carelessness in her work 
environment. She is anything 
but self-righteous, and she is far 
from radical. After waking up to 
the implications of the job she 
has mindlessly worked at for 
over two years, she gets curious, 
then worried, then scared; final- 
ly, she gets downright angry. 

Silkwood bears even less re- 

semblance to The China Syn- ; 

drome than it does to Norma l 

Rae. Much of the film has little 

directly to do with Silkwood’s 
experiences at the plutonium 
plant. Because the film takes 
time, for example, to visit Kar- 
en’s three estranged children and 
to hang out at home with her 
live-in lover Drew (Kurt Russell) 
and her second-bedroom house- 
mate Dolly Pelliker (Cher), it is 
one of the best mainstream 
American movies in quite some 
time about friendship, compan- 
ionship, love, and the flukey na- 
ture of human sexuality. With- 
out betraying her character or 
contriving “sensitive” moments, 
the film allows Silkwood the 
time and private spaces within 
which to accommodate emotions 
and personal wounds, as well as 
surprises. 

Given the difficulty of making 
a film about a woman whom the 
informed viewer knows “dies at 
the end,” director Nichols art- 
fully and honorably neither 
wishes away Silkwood’s demise 

nor attempts to “prove” what 
no one can know about its cir- 
cumstances. While Silkwood is 

certainly an intelligent, respect- 
ful vision of a specific, historic 
life, it is mostly about any hu- 
man life that remains open to 

discovery—about itself, about 
the people with whose lives it 

meshes, and about a world that 
is somehow both larger and 
smaller than the individual. 

—Cathy Sarkowsky 

(Film reviews by Cathy Sarkowky 
can also be heard on KLCC 89.7 

FM.) 
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MOVIES 
THIS 
WEEK 

Big Chill: A group of old college friends 
meet for one friend's funeral and spend 
the weekend together. Through Dec 29. 
Fine Arts (747-2201). 

Blue Thunder: Showing with Bie (.'hill. 
Fine Arts (747-2201). 

Bongo Man: With Jimmy Cliff. Showing 
with Heartland Reggae. Dec. 29- Ian 4 
Cinema 7 (687-073.3). 

Children of Paradise: This classic film by 
Marcel Came centers around a group of 
theatre people in France. Dec 22-28, 
Cinema 7 (687-0733). 

D.C. Cab: Springfield Quad (726.90773). 

Fanny and Alexander: Ingmar Bergman’s 
most recent and perhaps last film is about 
a large Swedish theatrical family around 
the turn of the century. and the series of 
events which change their lives. Through 
Dec 29. Bijou (686-2458). 

Gorky Park: Based on a best-seller hy 
Martin Cruz Smith, this film about inter- 
national intrigue stars William Hurt and 
Lee Marvin. Mayflower (345-1022). 

Heartland Reggae: With Bob Marley and 
the Whalers. Showing with Bongo Man. 
Dec. 29-Jan. 4. Cinema 7 (687-0733). 

The Keep: Cinema World (342-6536). 

Koyaanisqatsi: A Hopi word meaning 
"life out of balance." this film with no 
characters or dialogue shows us. through 
image and sound. what America was and 
what it has become. Late show. Through 
Dec 27. Bijou (686-2458). 

The Man Who Loved Women: Starring 
Burt Reynolds. Springfield Quad 
(726-9073), 

Mickey's Christmas Carol: Animated film 
from Disney studios. Showing with The 
Rescuers. Springfield Quad (726-973). 

Never Cry Wolf: Based barley 
Mowat’s book about a man who lives with 
and studies the wolves. Cinema World 

(342-6536), 
Sever Say Never Again: Sean Conners re- 
turns to the James Bond role. Through 
Dec-29. Oakway Cinema (342-5351). 

The Rescuers: With Mickey's Christmas 
Both Disney 

ingfield Quad (726-9073), 
animation. Spr- 

The Return of Martin Guerre: Directed hy 
Daniel Vigne and starring Gerard Depar- 
dieu and Nathalie Bayc. A true story 
about a man in 16th century I rance who 

comes back from the war but is not 

recognized by his village. Opens Dec 30. 
Bijou (686-2458). 

Rocky Horror Picture Show: Dec 28-31. 

Midnight. reserved seats. Bijou l ate Nite 

(686-2458). 

Silkwood: Meryl Streep stars as Karen 

Silkwood, the woman who blew the whis- 
tle on the high radiation levels in her 

workplace and was killed soon afterward. 
Valley River Twin (686-86.3.1). 

Sudden Impact: Clint Eastwood is Dirty 
Harry. Valley River Twin (686-8633). 

Terms of Endearment: Shirley MacLaine. 
Debra Winger, and Jack Nicholson star in 
this sensitive comedy centering around the 
relationship of a mother and daughter. 
From a Larry McMurtry novel. MeDon. 
aid (.344-4.34.3). 

To Be Or Not To Be: A Mel Brooks com- 
edy. Cinema World (.342-6536). 

Two of a Kind: Stars John Travolta and 
Olivia Newton John. National (344-3431). 

Uncommon Valor: Springfield Quad 
(726-9073). 

Yentl: Produced. directed by, and starring 
Barbra Streisand, this film is- about a 

young Jewish girl who disguises herself as 
a boy in order to get a religious education 
Cinema World (342-6536). 

The Bijou Theatre presents a special Midnight Showing of The Rocky Hor- 
ror Picture Show, Dec. 28-31. Reserved seat tickets are available at the Bijou 
Box Office, 492 E. 13th. 
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Midnight Show 
Reserved Seats In Advance 

Wed., Dec. 28th through New Years Eve 

i 

Lircol 
Street Market 

17 th & Lincoln 

344-1803 

fine toma UHtl HHIU»lftl hers 

hulk & nulwal foods 

lre*h ifn-uud cufler 

7 a.m.—midnight: Mon.—Sat 

10 a.m.—midnight: Sunday 

TEETH 
Ignore them 
and they will 

go away 

Teeth Cleaning, Exam 
and 

X-Rays as needed 

$25 
Will Morningsun, D.D.S. 
Thomas R. Huhn, D.D.S. 
Andrea Feight, D.M.D. 
call for appointment 

746-6517 
528 Mill St. 

BIJOU 
492 E. 13th 
686-2458 

* EXCLUSIVE 1st RUN * 
Sun-Thurs 7 pm • Fri-Sat 7:15 pm 
Sat-Sun Reduced Adm. Matinees 3 pm 

Must end Dec. 29th! 

KATHLEEN CARROLL. N Y DAILY NEWS 

"EXTRAORDINARY” 
REI REEO, NEW YORK POST 

(Screenplay Available 1 in paperback 
at the Theatre!! I 
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d Merry Christmas: 49 
Dec. 24-26, 3 days only 

all seats, all shows $2.00 

Must end Dec. 27th! 

HOYAARISQATSI 
* 1st Run Separate Adm. 

Evenings and Sat-Sun Matinees 
Sun-Thurs 10:30 * Separate Adm. $2.50 

Fri-Sat 10:45 * Separate Adm. $3.50 
(No Other Discounts, Please) 

Noducad Sopane Adm. Matnoo Sat a Sun 1 pm 


