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A Brief History of the
Florence Waterfront

At the turn of the century, the
Florence waterfront was the cen-
ter of activity for a thriving com-
munity. Tall schooners could be
seen loading a fresh salmon
pack; small businesses along
Front Street served loggers, fish-
ermen, and new homesteaders.
Most of the traffic was on the
river; steamers, river boats, and

* schooners were a frequent sight.
To the settlers, and to the In-
dians that preceeded them, the
river was a “‘life line.”

Originally, the townsite had
been the home of the peaceful
Siuslaw Indian tribe (pronounc-
ed si-oos-law). They lived along
the banks of the river and fished
for the prized salmon that were
abundant, Canoes carved from
solid logs provided river trans-
port. By 1875, the federal gov-
ernment had formed a reserva-
tion on the Siletz River to the
north and effectively relocated
hundreds of Siuslaw's away
from their homeland. The stage
was set for white seltlement in
the Siuslaw Valley.

By 1880, a small community
had been formed along the
banks of the river where the In-
dians once lived. A few stores
opened to serve the small popu-
lation of homesteaders and set-
tlers but the area was still remote
and removed from the lines of
communication and shipping.
Twenty years later, the popula-
tion had grown to 300 and, ac-
cording to a reporter from Port-
land, *‘has one weekly news-
paper, two general merchandise
stores, one saloon, two canner-
ies, and a lumber mill,” Today,
one of the original general mer-
chandise store buildings remains
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intact in its original location.

It was in the 1930’s that a ma-
jor change took place that would
eventually shift the emphasis
from the river to the highway.
As part of a federal jobs pro-
gram, the WPA built five bridg-
es on the coast, including one
over the Siuslaw. When com-
pleted, the bridges successfully
linked the famous Roosevelt
highway on the Oregon Coast.
Over a period of several years
after the completion, many busi-
nesses moved from the water-
front area to the new highway,
all in search of the opportunities
and money that could be made
along the automobile roadway.
By the 1960’s, what was once the
center of a thriving community
had become a “*blighted” area.
Windows were boarded up,
buildings were allowed to decay,
many were torn down. The
waterfront area had gone into a
period of dormancy.

In the early 1970’s however,
people began moving back into
the old buildings and fixing them
up. Some even started busi-
nesses. A small commercial area
slowly formed but it was pri-
marily a residential neighbor-
hood. Today, the waterfront
area has come back to life. Busi-
nesses and residences combine
for a unique mix in what was
once the center of the town of
Florence. There is less water-
borne traffic and many modern
amenities, but there are also
several buildings that have sur-
vived the changes over the years.
Stop, look and listen; try to feel
what it must have been like here
at the turn of the century.

a home away from home—
not just another motel

Quiet, Peaceful, Friendly
All Rooms with Ocean View
Easy Access to Tide Pools
and Sandy Beaches

Try the Shag’s Nest, an isolated cabin on the
cliff, or the Ocean Room with 180° ocean view
("like being on a ship”), or the Gathering
Place, ideal for groups with its large restaurant
range and grill, or South-up with a sundeck.
Every unit has its own privacy.

Reasonable Prices &
Special Weekday Rates
Discounts for “Do-It-Yourselfers”’

94770 Hwy. 101 * Florence 97439
Just south of Cape Perpetua
I8 miles north of Florence

Call for reservalions:

547-3583

Nature takes over as sculptor of the magnificent sea of dunes south of Florence.
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Central Oregon Coast

Continued

through the forest, campfire
talks at Tillicum Beach,
naturalist-led nature hikes into
the forest and down to the tide-
pools, films and exhibits at the
visitor center high atop the ¢ape
(maps and information here,
too). One of the more spec-
tacular trails leads down a path
and stone steps to Devil's Chur-
ch—a turbulent white-foamed
chasm at its best at high tide.
Three miles north is the small
community of Yachats, home of
several good eateries and beach-
side inns. The southernmost
town in Lincoln County,
Yachats was home to the Coast
Range Indian reservation head-
quarters for many years. In July
the community holds the annual
Silver Smelt Fry, sharing the
sea’s bounty with natives and
visitors—it's the only spot on the
Pacific coast where smelt come
to shore and are harvested.
Heading south again,
Highway 101 wraps itself around
high cliffs and rocky headlands,
gradually dropping in elevation
as it winds back to Florence.
This section was one of the last
and most difficult stretches of
coast highway to be finished, in
the early 1930's. Originally it
was a narrow Indian path, and
later, a wagon road passable on-
ly during summer months to all
except the more adventurous

hiker.

Florence, home of the annual
Rhododendron Festival each
May, signals the start of sand
dunes country, extending south
to Coos Bay. A stop at the
Oregon Dunes National Recrea-
tion Area office in Reedsport

will provide helpful informa-
tion, slide shows, and good
maps of the best areas for new-
comers to the dunes as well as
seasoned veterans. There are
special areas reserved for dune
buggies. For a safe look at the
ever-changing sand dunes, stop
at the new Oregon Dunes Over-
look a few miles south of
Florence. Good ramp and handi-
cap access.

Fishing buffs will want to
check out Mercer Lake, Sutton
Lake, Big Creek, and Tenmile
Creek—most of the lakes are
stocked and have boat ramps. If
larger bodies of walter are more
to your liking, try stalking the
big-mouth bass at Siltcoos or
Woahink Lakes south of Flor-
ence and Jessie M. Honeyman
State Park (one of the larger
coast parks remaining open most
of the year). For deep sea
fishing, check at the Visitors In-
formation Center on Highway
101 in Florence.

With fishing pole and lure,
dune buggy, clam shovel, crab
ring, binoculars, or camera in
hand, travelers will enjoy explor-
ing outdoor treasures along
Oregon’s central coast.
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Information C
‘Florence (503) 997-3436
Yachats (503) 547-3530
‘Mapleton Ranger Station
(503) 758-1589.
Cape Perpetua Recreation
Area (503) 547-3289.
Dunes National Re-
creation Area (503) 271-3611.
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TEETH

ignore them
and they will
go away

Teeth Cleaning, Exam
and
X-Rays as needed
$25
Will Morningsun, D.D.S.
Thomas R. Huhn, D.D.S.
Sarah Hollander, D.M.D.
call for appointment
746-6517
528 Mill St.
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IT'S NO GAMBLE !
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open 7 days

860 East 13th Ave 344-78%




