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WHEN A MAN seeks a posi-
tion in competition with
many others he may attribute
his success in “landing” the job
to any number of things in his
life: a sense of humor, a dislay
of alertness and a ready grasp, a
personality that attracts the
one who is making the selection,
or, it may be purely the magie in-
fluence of a mutual friend.

Though all these elements
may play a chance part in our
attainments and may be credited
as assets of no mean value, there
is, after all, one thing in life
that outweighs all the other
qualities and without which all
other attributes, including educa-
tion, are but frail mooring posts,
and that one thing is--Character!

Character is not a matter for
ready display, it's a matter of
quality. The veneer may have
been wrought by a master hand,
but if there is a trace of decay
in the substance which it so care-
fully covers, it will not take long
before the veneer peels off, leav-
ing the damaged goods pitifully
wanting, in a setting where per-
fection is the acme of a com-
mendable desire.

Capital, with character back of
it, is a blessing. Capital, without
character to direct it, is a curse.
When found together in a busi-
ness enterprise, success is as-
sured, though it may be tardy in
arriving. Those who have fol-
lowed the modern trend claiin
that capital can no longer claim
independence of character, and
attain material achievement.

Financial houses which form-
erly considered capital on its own
merits and took no stock of the
character behind it, have com-
pletely revised their plan of anal-
ysis,  Character has become
as important a factor as capital
itself. Character will not depreci-
ate, but capital will, in the hands
of the unscrupulous.

Men with the happiest smiles,
the keenest sense of humor, the
most wonderful alertness, ready
grasp of every problem and
personality that sparkles with
brilliancy, all backed by a thor-
ough education, will, in the finale,
fail to attain the biggest and
most worthwhile things in life,
if they are deficient in character.
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