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The Primaries

REGARD-LESS of the faction-
al tugging at the lines, we
shall,in all probability, retain and
safeguard the instrumentalities
of self-government in America
which permit free and untram-
meled popular expression. The di-
rect primary election methods
may not suit those who belong to
the convention school of thought,
but there is little likelihood that
the people will give up any of the
prerogatives of the primary.

America’s government is built
on a representative plan, but the
right to elect the representa-
tives rests with the people.
Every citizen of America has a
right to offer himself to his con-
stituency as a candidate for po-
litical service, subject to the laws
governing qualifications for office.

Citizens, or groups of citizens,
have the right to issue recom-
mendations of candidates in the
field, but the people are jealously
guarding the right of choice and
elimination,

The doctrines of party must
hereafter become popular issues,
or party government in America
will come to have little signifi-
cance in the choice of represen-
tatives. A party cause is no
longer an issue with a few; if it
is to succeed, it must be placed
squarely before the people and
cloaked in language that is un-
mistakably clear.

The people have outgrown the
party bosses. They prefer to
make the candidate for office re-
sponsible to the people rather
than to the bosses of the party,
who are responsible to no one.

There are no roads leading
back to either the party caucus
or the party “convention.”
These instruments are a thing
of the past. The middle man has
been dismigsed. In his manipu-
lations he failed to recognize the
rights of the people and the
people in turn abolished his of-
fice and took away his power.

The direct primary, however,
calls for greater individual re-
sponsibility and greater individ-
ual political intelligence. Only
those who give thought and at-
tention to political issues and
men will help to strengthen gov-
ernment in America. Those who
are careless and indifferent will
be responsible should we fail.
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