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Bureaucracy
'THE people of America have 

during the last decade or 
two, in some states more than 
in others, drifted so far in the 
direction of bureaucracy, that 
the effects are plainly discernible 
in many respects, but particular­
ly in the constant accumulation 
of governmental! grief, and the 
people are finding it more and 
more difficult to place the res­
ponsibility for misconduct and 
maladministiation on the part 
of their bureaucratic officials.

Oregon is one of many states 
that are encumbered with too 
many Bureaus and Commissions 
— too many, even if our inhabit­
ants numbered more than ten 
million people, let alone that 
we have not yet reached the 
million mark in population. This 
system has produced a veritable 
flood of “leaners” — people who 
live at the public pie-counter 
and feed on the taxpayers 
through Bureau or Commis­
sion appropriations, 
tentialities for political scheming 
in nearly every Board and Com­
mission are beyond comprehen­
sion. The purposes of these com­
missions are nearly always of 
secondary consideration by those 
who hold positions as commis­
sioners, managers and directors 
of activities. That ils at least the 
impression gained by the outsider 
whose public interest causes him 
to make a survey.

The legislative body now in 
session should not deter action. 
Pruning of Bureaus and Com­
missions should commence with­
out delay. To begin with, many 
independently acting institutions 
of this sort should be consoli­
dated and their power greatly 
reduced. Their appropriations 
should be cut to the core and 
in many instances denied.

Public Service must get a new 
interpretation and Public Office 
must no longer be considered as 
a “compensation for political 
services rendered” but as an in­
stitution for public good.

No one should be appointed to 
a public office unless he is quali­
fied for the service and ap­
preciates that PUBLIC service 
does not differ from any other 
service in point of personal 
value and performance.
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