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If you look up into a 
cloudless sky after sun-
down this month, you 
will have a great view of 
Auriga, the Charioteer, 
located nearly overhead. 
Visible to observers in the 
Northern Hemisphere, this 
constellation is bordered 
by its celestial neighbors 
Camelopardalis, Gemini, 
Lynx, Perseus, and Taurus. 
While Auriga isn9t the big-
gest piece of real estate on 
the celestial sphere, it ranks 
21st largest among the 88 
constellations.

Identifying Auriga is not 
hard since many of its bright-
est stars are arranged in the 
shape of a pentagon, though 
the five sides are unequal 
in length. But it is the bril-
liance of Capella (sixth 
brightest star in the sky) 
that affirms you have found 
the Charioteer. Located just 
43 light-years from the sun, 
Capella appears as a single 
star to the unaided eye, but 
it is actually a quadruple 
star system organized in two 
binary pairs.

Because a branch of the 
Milky Way runs through the 
constellation, it is no surprise 
that Auriga has an abundance 
of deep-sky objects. Most of 
these bodies are young open 
star clusters, the brightest of 
which are M36, M37, and 
M38. The most photogenic 
of these objects, however, is 
IC 405, otherwise known as 
the Flaming Star Nebula. It is 
both an emission and reflec-
tion nebula. Ultraviolet light 
from a bright nearby star is 
exciting gaseous hydrogen 
atoms to glow (red color) 
while interstellar dust is 
reflecting a portion of the 
star9s visible spectrum (blue 
color). IC 405 lies at a dis-
tance of approximately 1,500 
light-years.

Auriga is rich in ancient 
sky lore. According to one 
Greek legend, Auriga is often 
identified as the mythological 

Greek hero Erichthonius of 
Athens. He was the son of 
the fire god Hephaestus, who 
was raised by the goddess 
Athena. Erichthonius was 
credited to be the inventor of 
the four-horse chariot, which 
he used in battle to defeat 
the Amphictyon army, an 
event that made him king of 
Athens.

Erichthonius9 chariot was 
created in the image of the 
sun9s chariot, the reason Zeus 
placed him in the heavens. 
Because of his dedication 
to Athena, and to honor his 
ingenuity and heroic deeds, 
Zeus raised Erichthonius into 
the night sky.

By mid-month we will be 
saying goodbye to Jupiter as 
an evening planet as it finally 
succumbs to the relentless 
advance of the sun. It will not 
reappear this month. Both 
Uranus and Neptune will 
hang tough in the western 
sky for a while longer before 
eventually being swept off 
the evening stage too.

S a t u r n  r e a c h e d 

conjunction on February 4 
and will reappear as a morn-
ing object by the end of 
month. The solar system9s 
inner planets decorate the 
predawn sky. On February 
27, Venus, Mars, Mercury, 
Saturn, and a waning cres-
cent moon will put on quite 
a show 30 minutes before 
sunrise!

Since the new moon 
occurred on January 31, a 
waxing moon will brighten 

skies through February 16 
when the Full Snow Moon 
arrives. Thereafter, a progres-
sively dimming moon will 
result in darker skies through 
the remainder of the month.

February Dark Sky 
Preservation Tip: Make sure 
to use your outdoor lights 
only when they are neces-
sary. One convenient way to 
do this is to wire your lights 
through a timer or motion 
detector.

Stars over Sisters
By Paola Mendoza
Correspondent

The Flaming Star Nebula is located approximately 1,500 light-years away in the constellation of Auriga.

ADAM BLOCK/MOUNT LEMMON SKYCENTER/UOFA

The Sisters-Camp Sherman 
Fire District (SCSFD) plans to 
conduct live fire training exer-
cises on Sunday, February 13 
and Sunday, February 20 at 
201 N. Pine St. in Sisters. The 
exercise will provide invalu-
able training to our firefight-
ers using live fire, according 
to Deputy Fire Chief Tim 
Craig, who serves as the dis-
trict training officer.

District firefighters will be 
practicing search and rescue 
skills along with fire attack, 
ventilation, and exposure pro-
tection activities. 

<Successful prevention 
efforts and modern fire codes 
have created fewer opportu-
nities for our firefighters to 
gain live fire experience with 
structure fires, so this type of 
training is invaluable,= said 
Craig. 

Smoke from the burn will 
be kept to a minimum when 
possible, but the Fire District 
asks that area residents and 
businesses keep their windows 
closed during the exercises. 
Fire personnel and apparatus 
will remain on scene through-
out the evening to monitor 
any continued burning, and 
each fire will be extinguished 
by Monday, February 14, and 
Monday, February 21.

Activity will be noticed 
during the days leading up 
to the live fire dates, and fire 
personnel will be on and off 
the site throughout that time 
for training and preparation.

Safety and control are 
the primary concerns at this 
training, Craig reported. 
Extra equipment and trained 
personnel are on scene at all 
times. For more information 
or to relay concerns regarding 
this exercise, contact the Fire 
District Administration office 
at 541-549-0771.

Firefighters 
will get 
live fire 
training
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