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The Outlaws boys bas-
ketball squad fell 55-47 to 
Newport at home on Tuesday, 
January 18, and lost at home 
three days later against top-
ranked Philomath in a final 
score of 52-24.

Sisters knew their match-
up against Newport on 
Tuesday would be a defensive 
game, and they knew they9d 
have to defend the three-
point line, as the Cubs like 
to shoot from behind the arc. 
The game played out just as 
expected and was a low scor-
ing affair for the majority of 
the game.

The Outlaws executed 
most of their game plan, took 
away the three-point line, and 
limited the Cubs to just two 
scores from behind the arc. 
However, the Cubs made their 
lay-ups and hit their shots 
from the charity stripe down 
the stretch, which secured 
their eight-point victory.

In the first quarter, the 
Outlaws and Cubs traded bas-
kets and the score went back 
and forth. Sisters took the 
two-point lead, 15-13, at the 
close of the quarter behind 10 
points from Max Palanuk.

The second quarter was 
an offensive struggle for the 
Outlaws. Mehkye Froehlich 
hit a three-pointer early in the 
period, and then the Outlaws 
went scoreless for the remain-
der of the quarter. 

Sisters came out strong 
in the third quarter and cut 
the lead to two points before 
the Cubs called a timeout. 
Palanuk hit two three-pointers 
and Jamen Schwartz hit one 
long ball during the Outlaws9 
run. Adam Maddox-Castle 
contributed six points in the 
quarter to help the Outlaws 
win the quarter 15-9 and give 
themselves a chance in the 
fourth.

The final period was very 
competitive. Noah Pittman hit 
consecutive baskets, knock-
ing down a corner three-
pointer and then a free-throw 
jumper, which forced the 
Cubs to call a timeout. With 
just over a minute left on the 
clock, the Cubs were up by 
seven when Palanuk hit a 
high, arching three-pointer to 
bring the Outlaws9 deficit to 
four points. 

After an Outlaws time-
out, they were forced to 
foul the Cubs to stop the 
clock and try to get the ball 
back. Unfortunately for the 
Outlaws, the Cubs hit their 
free-throws to ice the victory. 

Palanuk led the Outlaws 
in scoring with 21 points. 
Maddox-Castle recorded 
eight points, Jamen Schwartz 
scored six, Noah Pittman 
tallied five, Jessey Murillo 
scored four, and Froehlich 
added three.

Coach Chad Rush said, 
<I was very pleased with the 

team tonight as we put in a 
game plan to take away a 
specific part of Newport9s 
offensive strategy. We were 
able to do that tonight, but 
unfortunately weren9t able to 
complete the other part of that 
game plan. The team contin-
ued to battle to the very end, 
which is a sign of maturity 
and growth for the Outlaws.=

On Friday, Philomath was 
just too much for the Outlaws 
to handle. The Warriors are 
undefeated in Oregon9s West 
Conference play, and they 
showed why they are the No. 
5-ranked team in the state. 
They boast a pair of twin 
towers in the 6-foot-6-inch 
juniors Ty May and Chad 
Russell, and their size was 
evident early as the Outlaws 
couldn9t get any good looks 
and only scored two points on 
two free-throws from Jessey 
Murillo in the first quarter.

The second quarter was a 
close battle and the Outlaws 
were only outscored 8-11. 
Again, field goals were hard 

to come by with the daunting 
pressure of the Warriors 1-3-1 
half-court defense and their 
six inside. Noah Pittman and 
Adam Maddox-Castle scored 
the only two field goals in 
the period. Pittman, Maddox-
Castle, and Palanuk contrib-
uted the remaining points at 
the charity stripe. At the half 
the Outlaws trailed 10-20.

The third quarter was 
much the same as the Outlaws 
struggled to get any open 
looks at the basket. The only 
scoring for Sisters in the final 
quarter came from Palanuk, 
who scored all six of the 
Outlaws9 points.

Palanuk scored 10 points, 
Maddox-Castle tallied seven, 
and Pittman added three.

Rush said, <This is a game 
that is hard to swallow. The 
team played hard and did a 
lot of good things early in 
the game on defense, but just 
couldn9t get anything going 
on offense tonight. It is hard 
to simulate the type of size 
and skill of the Philomath 

players in practice and it 
proved to be too much for 
us tonight. However, we9re 
determined to not let this set-
back go to waste as we pre-
pare for our next opponent.=

The Outlaws will hit the 
road for three weeks, start-
ing with a game at Cascade 

on Tuesday, January 25. On 
Friday, January 28, they will 
travel to Woodburn. Coach 
Rush told The Nugget that 
the Outlaws will need to 
learn how to compete and 
overcome obstacles and 
challenges on an opponent9s 
court. 

Outlaws lose two on the hardwood

By Rongi Yost
Correspondent

Max Palanuk drives for the basket in Outlaws action.
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Call or come in today for a 
free Farmers Friendly Review 

541-588-6245 • 257 S. Pine St., #101
www.farmersagent.com/jrybka
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Do you know your agent?

Do you understand your policy?

Are you overpaying?

WILLS & TRUSTS 
Make it easy for you and

your loved ones. 

The Law Offi ce of 

JOHN H. MYERS, LLC

 — Downtown Sisters —

Call for a free 30-minute 
phone consultation!

541-588-2414
204 W. Adams Ave., Ste 203

www.centraloregonattorney.com

S C

Family-friendly indoor/outdoor dining, party room

Comfort food with flare! Gluten-free options too.
View music & events, order take-out & delivery 

online at SistersDepot.com

250 W. Cascade Ave.      541-904-4660 
Open 7 days a week! Sun-Tues 11÷÷-3ö÷, Wed-Sat 11÷÷-9ö÷
NEW DELIVERY SERVICE: Wed-Sat 4:30-8:30ö÷ ($30 min.)

541-549-9631

����W��Barclay�Dr���Sisters
Mon-Fri: 7 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

www.sistersrental.com

INVENTORY�IS�LOW���
Buy now or preorder 

lawn & garden equipment 
for spring/summer!

Cub Cadet Lawn 
& Garden Tractors

Stihl String Trimmers

Gravely Zero-Turn 
Mowers


