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The Outlaws dominated 
play in their 69-36 win at 
home against the Sweet 
Home Huskies on Friday, 
January 14. Three days earlier 
they kicked off league play 
with a 49-59 loss at home to 
the Stayton Eagles.

The game against the 
Huskies stayed close; the 
teams were knotted up three 
times in the first three and 
a half minutes of play. The 
Outlaws started to pull ahead 
with just over two minutes 
left in the period when Ricky 
Huffman stole the ball, gal-
loped the length of the court, 
and made a nice layup to put 
the Outlaws on top 12-9. In 
the last minute, Jesse Murillo 
pulled down an offensive 
rebound and put it back up 
for the two, and Noah Pittman 
made a great pass to Max 
Palanuk for a three-pointer. 
At the close of the first quar-
ter the Outlaws held a 17-9 
lead.

The second quarter proved 
to be the Outlaws9 best 
defensive effort of the sea-
son. Sisters held the Huskies 
scoreless until the last four 
seconds when the Huskies 
finally got a layup. The 
Outlaws 1-3-1 defense gave 
the Huskies lots of trouble and 
forced several turnovers and 
quick shots, which allowed 
the Outlaws to get out in tran-
sition. Palanuk and Pittman 
both scored seven points in 
the quarter, including two 
three-pointers by Palanuk 
and one from Pittman. At the 
half the Outlaws were on top 
33-11.

Sweet Home knew they 
needed to try to force turn-
overs, and they came out in 
the third quarter in a full court 
press and really gave the 
Outlaws troubles in the begin-
ning. The full-court press and 
numerous turnovers from the 
Outlaws gave the Huskies 18 
points, their best scoring quar-
ter of the game. Sisters still 
won the quarter as they put 
up 22 points of their own. In 
the last two minutes Mehkye 
Froehlich hit two back-
to-back long balls, which 
fired up the Outlaws, and at 
the end of the third Sisters 
held a commanding 55-29  
lead.

With a 26-point lead, 
the Outlaws needed to stay 
focused and keep up their 
defensive intensity, and they 
did just that. The Huskies 
only scored seven points in 
the quarter. Palanuk9s two 
three-pointers highlighted the 
period for the Outlaws.

Sisters finished the contest 
with nine three-pointers, their 
best so far this season. They 
were also 12-for-17 from the 
free-throw line (70 percent), 
their highest team percentage 
for the season.

Palanuk led the scoring 

spree with 23 points, which 
included six three-pointers. 
Pittman and Murillo scored 
10 points each, and Froehlich 
tallied nine. Adam Maddox-
Castle scored seven points, 
and Jamen Schwartz added 
six.

Coach Chad Rush said, 
<This was a complete 32-min-
ute performance from the 
Outlaws on both ends of the 
floor. I was very excited to 
see the team put a full game 
together tonight. They exe-
cuted our game plan and were 
rewarded with a convincing 
win.=

Three days earlier the 
Outlaws hosted Stayton in 
the first league game of the 
season. The Eagles entered 
the game ranked as the No. 
2 team in the OSAA 4A 
Classification with a record of 
7-1 on the season. The Eagles 
averaged 65 points per game 
and won by an average of 24 
points in the preseason, and 
the Outlaws knew they had 
their work cut out for them.

Sisters started off strong 
and made the high-scoring 
Eagles work for every point.  
The Outlaws had a few turn-
overs in the quarter, which 
led to some fast break points 
for the Eagles. Toward the 
end of the quarter, Stayton 
worked the clock down to 
ensure they would get the 
last shot, but Palanuk hit a 
three-point buzzer-beater off 
a perfect assist from Pittman. 
At the close of the quarter the 
Outlaws only trailed by four, 
12-16.

The Outlaws once again 
played tough in the second 
quarter, and held the Eagles 
to just 11 points. Great team 
defense held Stayton9s lead-
ing scorer to only three points. 
Sisters worked the clock at 
the end to get the last shot, 
and this time Pittman hit the 
long ball at the buzzer to give 
the Outlaws some momentum 
as teams headed into the half.

Sisters used that momen-
tum to go on a 6-4 run and 
cut the lead to 27-31 to start 
the third quarter. The Eagles 
took a timeout, regrouped, 
and put together a 15-1 run 
to close out the quarter and 

push to a 46-28 advantage 
over the Outlaws. Stayton 
forced Sisters to play out-
side the tempo they wanted 
to play and as a result caused 
numerous turnovers that led 
to many fast break opportuni-
ties for the Eagles.

Despite the fact the 
Outlaws entered the final 
period down by almost 20, 
they didn9t fold. The team 
attacked on offense and kept 
pressure on the Eagles. The 
Outlaws outscored the Eagles 
by eight points (21-13) to cut 
the lead to the final 10 points. 
James Schwartz hit a shot in 
the key at the buzzer to bring 
the final score to 49-59.

Palanuk led the Outlaws 
with 25 points. Pittman and 
Schwartz scored seven points 
each, and Huffman and 
Murillo added four points 
each.

Rush said, <We knew this 
would be a tough game to 
open league with. Although 
the game ended with a loss, 
I am very encouraged by the 
effort and execution of the 
team on the defensive end 
of the floor. They held the 
Eagles to six points under 
their average scoring.=

The Outlaws were sched-
uled to host Newport on 
Tuesday, January 18. They 
will host Philomath on Friday 
three days later.
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Jesse Murillo puts up two in Outlaws basketball action.
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The plea hearing for a 
Sisters spa owner accused of 
multiple counts of sex abuse 
and practicing massage with-
out a license has been pushed 
back to February 17.

Mike Boyle is the owner 
of Hop in the Spa in down-
town Sisters. A Deschutes 
County Grand Jury handed up 
an indictment on September 
7, 2021 including:

" 13 counts of practice of 
massage without a license;

" Two counts of sexual 
abuse in the first degree 
(Class B felony);

" Five counts of sexual 
abuse in the third degree 
(Class A misdemeanor);

" One count of assault in 
the fourth degree (Class A 
misdemeanor).

In total, 11 victims, all of 
whom were allegedly victim-
ized while patronizing Hop 

in the Spa, according to the 
District Attorney. The vic-
tims reportedly came forward 
after an initial complaint that 
led to Boyle9s arrest in July 
2021, but did not result in 
charges. 

Boyle has denied touch-
ing anyone inappropriately 
and said that Hop in the Spa 
does not offer massage and 
that Oregon law excludes 
massage that is not done for 
compensation.

Jeff Van Laanen, an inves-
tigator with the Oregon Board 
of Massage Therapists, is 
conducting a separate inves-
tigation into allegations that 
Boyle conducted massage 
without a license. He told 
The Nugget that the board did 
not take action on the matter 
in its November meeting. 
The Board meets again at the 
end of January.

Boyle plea hearing 
pushed back
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