Local restaurant says farewell

By Carol Statton

Correspondent

Many within Sisters have
heard that a beloved local din-
ing establishment is in their
final days of serving guests
with great food, coffee and
microbrews. Hop & Brew
will be open through January
15, and then must close their
doors due to a building own-
ership change with new plans
for the site.

Hop & Brew evolved
out of the original business
opened in 2013 by Mandy
and Phil Haugen, called Hop
N Bean. Silent investors Ryan
and Teresa Karjala eventu-
ally took it over and changed
the name to Hop & Brew. In
2017, the business was sold
to Jason Hoeft and his wife,
Corina Williamson, who were
excited to become an integral
part of the Sisters community.

As many Sisters business
owners know, there are chal-
lenges to successfully operat-
ing a business in a small town
with a short tourism season.
The summer can be strong
with a large influx of visi-
tors; however, the remainder
of the year depends primarily
on local support. This support
can make or break a business
and Hop & Brew has been
carried through the hardest of
times, including a pandemic,
because of the local support
they have received.

Staffing has been a chal-
lenge throughout the years.
However, when this business
evolved into a family affair,
their prospects for continued
success were strengthened.
Family comes in many forms,
which Williamson describes
as their children along with
the dedicated employees who

have become an extended part
of their family.

Staying open during a
pandemic has been very hum-
bling to Williamson.

“We never knew what
restrictions would be thrown
at us from one week to
another,” she said. “We
learned how to adapt and still
be able to connect with the
community. We offered pizza
kits, which included all the
necessary ingredients to build
a pizza at home. We asked our
customers to post pictures of
their pizzas and tag Hop &
Brew. It was so fun being able
to see that.”

Laurie Francis has been
a longtime and appreciative
patron.

“I have gone there since
they opened, and during
COVID they have been a
staple of our home,” she said.
“They have fantastic employ-
ees and food is always con-
sistently good and served
quickly.”

Creative ways to connect
with and support the commu-
nity have been a major aspect
of Hop & Brew’s contribu-
tions. Local cornhole tourna-
ments, live music, ongoing
art displays (by local artists),
wedding rehearsal dinners,
birthday parties, and out-
reach efforts are just a few
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examples of their dedica-
tion. During the pandemic,
they also donated pizzas to
the Shepherd’s House transi-
tional living center in Bend.
The interior setting and great
menu has also become a wel-
come place for special lunch
dates, as Angie Masters can
attest.

“My dad and I have
enjoyed many lunches at
Hop & Brew, and through
those lunch dates, I have
found out more about his
memories of growing up on
the East Coast,” she said.
“Always great food and great
memories.”

When the news came
that their lease could not
be renewed, Hoeft and
Williamson searched for a
new location, hoping that
Hop & Brew could continue
on in a financially feasible
way. They were unable to find
something that would work
and made the heartbreaking
decision to bring this chapter
to a close.

Both owners and staff are
saddened; however, they are
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Hop & Brew is saying farewell to the Sisters clientele the restaurant

served for many years.

determined to focus on grati-
tude for what Hop & Brew
has been in and to their lives.

Williamson shared that
Hop & Brew owes its success
to the wonderful community
of Sisters who have come
in every day with warmth,
love, and good conversa-
tion. “It’s been our honor
to be your hub,” she said.
“Also, we wouldn’t be who
we are without our amazing
staff members over the years.
They have been our priority

to keep employed and have a
safe and happy place to work.
We have made a Hop & Brew
‘family’ over the years and
saying goodbye has been an
extremely painful decision.
But ultimately our time in
Sisters has come to a close,
and it is out of our control.
Thank you for letting us be
a part of your home and your
day. Hop & Brew has been
one of the greatest chapters
of our lives and we will miss
being a part of yours.”

_
&
—

e~ e i

LESSCHWAB|

WE'RE CELEBRATING
70 YEARS!

1.8, 0. 0.0 ¢

SHARE YOUR
LES SCHWAB STORY
FOR A CHANCE
TO WIN A

PRIZE CERTIFICATE

ENTER ONLINE AT
LesSchwab.com/70-anniversary
by February 28, 2022

Consumer Disclosure: You have not yet won. No purchase or payment is necessary to enter or win. Submission of
your Les Schwab Story is optional and is not required to enter or win. Open to legal residents of California, Colorado,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming, USA. Must be 18+. Entry period: January 3, 2022
8:00AM Pacific Time to February 28, 2022 11:59PM PT. To enter, submit an entry form online at lesschwab.com/70-
anniversary. There will be 70 prize winners. Prize for each winner: $700 Les Schwab gift certificate. One prize per
winner. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received and number received in each Les Schwab
marketing territory. Limit: One entry per person. Other restrictions apply. Void where prohibited.

SCAN ME
TO ENTER




