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VIGIL: Activist group
urges citizens to
get involved

Continued from page 1

and celebration and shared
resolve.”

She spent part of her
childhood in Tanzania, when
the brutal military dictator Idi
Amin was president of neigh-
boring Uganda.

“He was a horrific indi-
vidual who was out to exter-
minate his own people,”
McLeod-Skinner said.

Some of her classmates
were Ugandan refugees.

“I recall one of my class-
mates telling me she had
been in her kitchen with
her father, and they heard
pounding on the door, the
screaming of her mother and
her sisters, who she never
saw again. Her father just
grabbed her and ran out the
back of the house. The rest of
the family was killed,” said
McLeod-Skinner. “Those
stories were chilling to me.
I could never imagine some-
thing like that happening in
my own country.”

As an adult, she worked
for a humanitarian organiza-
tion managing school and
hospital repairs in Bosnia,
later in Kosovo.

“l saw firsthand the
destruction, the damage, the
fresh graves that were all
around,” she said of the war-
torn area.

McLeod-Skinner
described a local family
inviting her and her col-
league into their home, to
share “coffee and apples, the
only food they had, but they
insisted we have some.”

The family members told
stories and her colleague
translated.

“Then suddenly it got
very quiet. I knew there was
something very powerful and
very emotional. He couldn’t
even speak at first,” said
McLeod-Skinner.

Eventually her colleague
explained that the family had
come back from identifying
one of their sons in a mass
grave that day.

“That is not an extreme
story,” said McLeod-Skinner.
“It starts like January 6.
That’s how it starts.

“Things go south when
that kind of terror takes over
a country,” she said. “Horrific
things happen. I’ve seen it
with my own eyes. And so it
was chilling to me that I was
seeing it again, right here in
our own country.”

A Central Oregon resident,
McLeod-Skinner is running
for state representative of the
new Congressional District 5,
the recently redrawn district
that includes Sisters.

Fighting to protect democ-
racy, she said, “really comes
down to a tremendous sense
of resolve... Sometimes it’s
with our fists, sometimes it’s
with our hearts.”

Chaffin and other
Indivisible Sisters speak-
ers encouraged listeners
to get involved and take
action. Speakers were clearly
alarmed by the possibility
of a takeover of the United
States government by anti-
democracy, pro-authoritarian
forces.

“Even though things
look very dismal and dire,”
Chaffin said, “we have built
a network....This is why we
can’t give up hope. We are so
much stronger now than five
years ago.”

In a quieter portion of
the proceedings, gather-
ers lit candles and observed
a moment of silence “in
remembrance of those
defenders of democracy who
lost their lives as result of
the insurrection,” including
U.S. Capitol Police (USCP)
Officer Brian D. Sicknick.

Sicknick was assaulted by
rioters with chemical agents;
afterward, he collapsed and
died of stroke. District of
Columbia Chief Medical
Examiner Francisco J. Diaz
later found that Sicknick died
of “natural causes” but stated,
“all that transpired played a
role in his condition.”

Three officers from
Washington, D.C.’s
Metropolitan Police

Department and one from
USCP committed suicide in
the days and months after
their service at the Capitol
on January 6. Their deaths
were marked at the vigil,
along with the approxi-
mately 150 officers who were
injured.

Chaffin encouraged peo-
ple to call their legislators
to ask for support on four
bills that organizers believe
would help stanch democ-
racy’s wounds: the Freedom
to Vote Act, Protecting Our
Democracy Act, John Lewis
Voting Rights Advancement
Act, and “the D.C. statehood
bill, finally giving the citi-
zens of our nation’s capital
the right to vote.”

Other hopeful acts were
also recommended, such as
writing postcards encourag-
ing other citizens to vote.
Chaffin assured the audi-
ence that postcards would be
provided.

Some participants
appeared buoyed by the vig-
il’s focus on action. Wrote
Andy Zimmerman in the
Zoom chat, “Thank you so
very much for this session
on this significant day. I
am incredibly happy to find
all of you people. Let’s be
involved. Our country needs
us.”

At the virtual gathering’s
end, participants cheered,
“Democracy now!” and gave
a thumbs-up.

Indivisible Sisters is
online at indivisiblesisters.
org. Indivisible groups in
Jefferson County, Redmond,
Bend, and throughout the
nation may be found at
indivisible.org/groups.
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ACROSS
1 Unnecessary
fuss
4 Not rural
9 Deadly critters
13 __ with; become
attached to
15 Self-assurance
16 Enjoy a long bath
17 Comic actress
Imogene
18 Club __; bar
mixers
19 Wraparound
garment
20 Glee
22 Retirement accts.
23 Silent assents
24 __Vegas
26 Take long steps
29 Tangiest
34 New drivers,
often
35 Samsung product
36 Sorority letter
37 Neighbor of Calif.
38 “All things __
equal,...”
39 Ship’s bow
40 Rub the wrong
way
41 Bugs, e.g.
42 Sifter’'s device
43 War death
45 Like a good steak
46 Compadre
47 Grump
48 Forehead
51 Group of
attendants
56 Molten rock
57 Hardware store
inventory
58 Plenty
60 Think __;
contemplate
61 Bar of gold
62 Have none of
63 Form a curve

64 Approaches
65 “...hallowed be
__name...”
DOWN

1 “Fresh Off the
Boat” network

2 Terrible fate

3“ __in Love with

Amy
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4 Pineapple
__-down cake
5 Hotel bookings
6 __ one’stime;
wait
7 As slippery __eel
8 Very young bird
9 St. Francis’ home
10 Fly high
11 Prefix for legal or
medic
12 Alpine shop
rentals
14 Mending socks
21 Fishing poles
25 Big heart
26 Unflinching
27 __ firma; solid
ground
28 Stinks
29 Lustrous
30 __ ride; kids’ fair
activity
31 Goofed
32 Push hard
33 Pisa’s attraction
35 __-up; confined
38 Church newsletter
39 __ machine;
arcade sight

— Last Week’s Puzzle Solved —

[ [T
B

m|ir|Qo|x
2> n(>
o|mm|Z2

m=AM>»rf—=I—-=Z2Z>

g

ricmH|IZ2m<(m|Z|C

A
s
s

=

[
R
E
s

R
A
G
U
©2020 Tribune Content Agency,
All Rights Reserved.

LLC

41 Lamb’s cry 50 Microwave, e.g.

42 Scorch 52 Zero

44 Toward the sky 53 Old Roman

45 Has confidence gown
in 54 Farm animal

47 Violet or peach 55 A Sketch;

48 Shapeless mass classic toy

49 __ about; praise 59 __ blue; Crayola
highly color
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