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Letters to the Editor...

The Nugget welcomes contributions from its readers, which must include the writer’s name, address, and
phone number. Letters to the Editor is an open forum for the community and contains unsolicited opinions
not necessarily shared by the Editor. The Nugget reserves the right to edit, omit, respond, or ask for a
response to letters submitted to the Editor. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. Unpublished items
are not acknowledged or returned. The deadline for all letters is 10 a.m. Monday.

Meet Jamie McLeod-Skinner

To the Editor:

Indivisible Sisters invites you to come
and meet Jamie McLeod-Skinner, candidate
for U.S. Representative in CD5. Learn how
Jamie is “in it, for us.” From a working-class
background, she understands hardships and
knows what families of essential workers
have experienced during this ongoing pan-
demic. Her career has focused on rebuilding
communities. She managed recovery efforts
from wildfires, and she is a longtime advo-
cate for climate justice, reproductive rights,
racial justice, and working families of all

stripes.

Recently, she led efforts in Talent, Oregon,
to secure millions of dollars in aid and to pro-
vide housing to those who lost it all to fires.
Jamie has worked in refugee resettlements
and provided humanitarian aid in former war
zones rebuilding schools and hospitals. She is
an effective worker for Oregonians, a bridge
builder who mends urban-rural divides. She
tirelessly supports and mentors many young
candidates and leaders. Maybe you remem-
ber how she drove all over Central Oregon
(45,000 miles in 2018) to hear from us to
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Spectral wings...
Nugget reader Sheryl Rudolph
sent this almost eerie shot of a bird
impact —a hawk — on a window at
her home. The hawk, amazingly,
survived the impact, and left
spectral wings as a reminder
of its passage.
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The when and where of
well-deepening

By Mark Yinger

Guest Columnist

There have been sev-
eral letters to the editor
concerning water wells in
the area that have had to
be deepened due to declin-
ing groundwater levels. If
one is interested in looking
into the issue the Oregon
Dept. of Water Resources
(OWRD) website has a lot
of information. Here is the
address to their water well
mapping tool: https://apps.
wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/wl_
well_report_map/Default.
aspx.

It can be used to plot the
location of deepened wells
on a map and also display
a host of information spe-
cific to each well, includ-
ing the where and when of
well-deepenings.

To start, uncheck
“Monitor” and
“Geotechnical.”

Next, define the area
(Sisters Country?) you are
interested in by zooming in
and then click on the blue
info button in the lower
corner of the window. Then
drag a box to define your
area of interest.

Then all the water wells
in your area of interest
will appear as green dots.
Beneath the map window
is a spreadsheet window
with data about each well.
There is a column titled
“Deepening” among the
many columns.

Now click on the show/
hide button (second from the
upper left corner of spread-
sheet) and start to uncheck
most of the columns; make
your own choices. Do
not uncheck “Completion
Date.” The critical ones
to uncheck are: “New,”
“Conversion,” “Alteration,”
and “Abandonment.” Now
all the columns should be
visible in the window if
you have unchecked most
of the columns, and the
“Completion Date” and
“Deepening” columns
should be side by side. You
can scroll down and get
a feeling for how the fre-
quency of well-deepening
has varied over time.

The map will still show
all the water wells, but
not the deepened wells.
So click “Layers” at the
top left of the screen and
uncheck “Type of Log.”
Next, expand the “Type of
Work on Water /Monitoring
Wells” and make sure that
only “Deepening Wells”
is checked. Now all the

deepened wells are dis-
played on the map with a
small green triangle. But
there is a problem because
in your area of interest all
the water wells are still
displayed, and thus green
dots cover the triangles.
To get rid of green dots so
you can see the deepened
wells green triangle, click
on “Search” in the upper
lefthand corner then click
on the red X button with
“clear” beside it (don’t click
the first red button or it is
back to the beginning). Now
you can see the deepened
wells in the area of interest.

Now you know the
when and where of
well-deepening.

Another writer to The
Nugget compared a com-
ment by a City of Sisters
employee that the city’s
water wells are very good
producers to the fact that
water wells in the area are
needing to be deepened.
There is no contradiction
here. The city is in a good
location for productive
wells because the subsur-
face geology is perme-
able and the groundwater
aquifer recharge potential
is high. In contrast, wells
to the northeast of Sisters
may encounter much older
and less permeable strata
and recharge potential is
lower.

If you are interested in
groundwater levels trends in
the Sisters area, the OWRD
monitors water level in
observation wells state-
wide. Here is the address of
the groundwater informa-
tion system mapping tool:
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/
apps/gw/gw_info/gw_map/
Default.aspx.

Here you can display
the observation wells on a
map zoomed into the area
you are interested in. There
are few observations wells
compared to water wells, so
if you zoom in very close
you may see no observation
wells on the map. Next click
“Layers” in the upper left-
hand window and uncheck
“Non-current Obs Wells”
and “Other Wells.” Now go
back to the map and blue
dots mark the observation
wells. Click on a blue dot
and then on “Hydrograph”
in the pop-up window. The
hydrograph will give you
a graph of the water level
change in the well over
time.

Mark Yinger is a retired
hydrogeologist living in the
Sisters area.

Views expressed in this column are solely those of the writer and
are not necessarily shared by the Editor or The Nugget Newspaper.



