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A work crew installs a student-created painting of Blue River “before the fire” on one of the sheds built to
store belongings in the fire-ravaged community.
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By Sue Stafford

Correspondent

“For Sale” signs are
abundant throughout the
McKenzie River Valley
town of Blue River, in the
wake of the devastating
Holiday Farm Fire that tore
through the valley on Labor
Day 2020, burning 144,000

acres. The steep hills on
either side of Blue River,
once covered in timber, now
host blackened tree skel-
etons, devoid of any life.
Miraculously, thanks
to the amazing work of
firefighters, McKenzie
High School was spared.
Residents who were unable
to evacuate were instructed

ation

d
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to go to the center of the
football field where they
were sprayed by fire hoses
to protect them from the
advancing fire. It is esti-
mated that of the almost
200 students in K-12 in the
district, 153 were displaced
following the fire, with

See BLUE RIVER on page 14

Resource guide
available for Sisters

A self-help resource guide
for Sisters Country is now
available.

The vision for the Sisters
Country Resource Guide
began back in 2016 and was
inspired by NeighborImpact’s
“Answer Book,” a self-help
guide to agencies and services
in Crook, Deschutes, and Jef-
ferson Counties.

Thanks to a collaboration
between Citizens4Commu-
nity (C4C), Central Oregon
Intergovernmental Council
(COIC), Xpress Printing, and
some dedicated locals, the
guide is finally here for the
community. It is organized
into sections for housing,
food access, services, and
general resources. It’s broken

down further with subsections
like childcare, legal services,
and pets, and also includes
information for things like
applying for housing vouch-
ers, food bank days and
times, and free or discounted
services that aren’t widely
advertised.

There are waterproof cop-
ies available for neighbors
vulnerable to the elements.
Translated copies are also
available for Spanish-speak-
ing community members.
The next version will come
out in early 2022 and will be
updated yearly to ensure it
accurately reflects available
resources.

See RESOURCES on page 23

Seeking donations for
Skate Park expansion

By Ceili Cornelius
Correspondent

Daniel O’Neill, a Sisters
High School teacher, is
teaching young people the
culture of skateboarding —
not just how to be a better
skater, but the life lessons
that can be learned from get-
ting into skateboarding.

O’Neill is instructing a
class this year at the high
school called Skatepark. The
skatepark class is offered to
anyone who skates, and those

who want to be involved in
furthering the building proj-
ect on the Sisters Skate Park
located next to Sisters High
School.

Sawyer Kiefer, one of the
students in the class said,
“We all really liked skate-
boarding and wanted to get
into a class to learn how to
build something that we can
skate on.”

The skate park has been
in use since 2010 after being

See SKATE PARK on page 16

As the COVID-19 crisis continues to affect gatherings, please contact individual organizations for current meeting status

SISTERS AREA MEETING CALENDAR

BOARDS, GROUPS, CLUBS

Al-Anon Mon., noon. / Thurs., 10 a.m.,
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church.
541-610-7383.

Alcoholics Anonymous Thurs. &
Sun., 7 p.m., Episcopal Church of the
Transfiguration / Sat., 8 a.m., Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration / Mon.,

5 p.m., Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church / Big Book study, Tues., noon,
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church /
Gentlemen’s meeting, Wed., 7 a.m.,
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church /
Sober Sisters Women'’s meeting, Thurs.,
noon, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church / Step & Tradition meeting, Fri.,
noon, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church. 541-548-0440.

Black Butte Ranch Bridge Club
Tuesdays, 12:30 p.m., BBR community
room. Partner required. 541-595-6236.

Central Oregon Fly Tyers Guild
For Saturday meeting dates and
location, email: steelefly@msn.com.

Central OR Spinners and Weavers
Guild One Saturday per month, Jan.
thru Oct. For schedule: 541-639-3217.

Council on Aging of Central Oregon
Senior Lunch Tuesdays, noon, Sisters
Community Church. 541-480-1843.

East of the Cascades Quilt Guild 4th
Wednesday (September-June), Stitchin’

Post. All are welcome. 541-549-6061.

Go Fish Fishing Group 3rd Monday,
7 p.m. Sisters Community Church. Al
ages welcome. 541-771-2211.

Heartwarmers (fleece blanketmakers)
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 1 p.m., Sisters City
Hall. Materials provided. 541-408-8505.

Hero Quilters of Sisters Thursday,
1to 4 p.m. 541-668-1755.

Citizens4Community, Let’s Talk
3rd Monday, 5:30 to 8 p.m. RSVP at
citizensdcommunity.com

Military Parents of Sisters Meetings

are held quarterly; please call for details.

541-388-9013.

Oregon Band of Brothers - Sisters
Chapter Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.,
Takoda's Restaurant. 541-549-6469.

SAGE (Senior Activities, Gatherings
& Enrichment) Monday-Friday, 11 a.m.

to 4 p.m. at Sisters Park & Recreation
District. 541-549-2091.

Sisters Aglow Lighthouse
4th Saturday, 10 a.m., meeting by
Zoom. 503-930-6158.

Sisters Area Photography Club
2nd Wednesday, 4 p.m., at Sisters
Community Church. 541-549-6157.

Sisters Area Woodworkers

1st Tuesday, 7 to 9 p.m. 541-231-1897.

Sisters Astronomy Club 3rd

Tuesday, 7 p.m., SPRD. 541-549-8846.

Sisters Bridge Club Thursdays,
12:30 p.m., Email: sistersbridge2021@
gmail.com.

Sisters Caregiver Support Group
3rd Tues., 10:30 a.m., Village Green
Park. 541-771-3258.

Sisters Cribbage Club Please call for
details. 541-923-1632.

Sisters Habitat for Humanity Board
of Directors 4th Tuesday, 6 p.m.
Location information: 541-549-1193.

Sisters Kiwanis Thursdays, 7 to
8:30 a.m., Brand 33 Restaurant at
Aspen Lakes. 541-410-2870.

Sisters Parent Teacher Community
2nd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. at Sisters
Saloon. 541-480-5994.

Sisters Parkinson’s Support Group
Meeting by Zoom. 541-668-6599.
Sisters Red Hats 1st Friday.
Location information: 541-279-1977.
Sisters Rotary 1st and 3rd Tuesdays,
Noon, Aspen Lakes. 541-760-5645.

Sisters Trails Alliance Board 1st
Monday, 5 p.m. Sisters Library.
Public welcome. 808-281-2681.

Sisters Veterans Thursdays, noon,
Takoda’s Restaurant. 541-903-1123.

Three Sisters Irrigation
District Board of Directors 1st
Tuesday, 4 p.m., TSID Office.
541-549-8815.

Three Sisters Lions Club 2nd
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Spoons
Restaurant. 541-419-1279.

VFW Post 8138 and American Legion
Post 86 1st Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.,
Sisters City Hall. 541-903-1123.

Weight Watchers
Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. weigh-in, Sisters
Community Church. 541-602-2654.

SCHOOLS

Black Butte School Board of
Directors 2nd Tuesday, 3:45 p.m.,
Black Butte School. 541-595-6203

Sisters School District Board of
Directors One Wed. monthly, SSD
Admin Bldg. See schedule online at
www.ssd6.org. 541-549-8521
x5002.

CITY & PARKS

Sisters City Council 2nd & 4th
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Sisters
City Hall. 541-549-6022.

Sisters Park & Recreation District
Board of Directors 2nd & 4th Tuesdays,
4:30 p.m., SPRD bldg. 541-549-2091.

Sisters Planning Commission
3rd Thursday, 5:30 p.m., Sisters
City Hall. 541-549-6022.

FIRE & POLICE

Black Butte Ranch Police Dept.
Board of Directors Meets monthly.
541-595-2191 for time & date.

Black Butte Ranch RFPD Board of
Directors 4th Thursday, 9 a.m., Black
Butte Ranch Fire Station. 541-595-2288.

Cloverdale RFPD Board of Directors
3rd Wed., 5:30 p.m., 67433 Cloverdale
Rd. 541-548-4815. cloverdalefire.com.

Sisters-Camp Sherman RFPD

Board of Directors 3rd Tuesday,

5 p.m,, Sisters Fire Hall, 541-549-0771.
Sisters-Camp Sherman RFPD Drills

Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Sisters Fire Hall,
301 S. Elm St. 541-549-0771.
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