Wednesday, October 13, 2021 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon 11

Sisters School Board snapshot

By Charlie Kanzig

Correspondent

The Sisters School Board
met for its monthly meet-
ing on Wednesday, October
6 via Zoom. Board mem-
bers present included Edie
Jones, David Thorsett, Jenica
Cogdill, and Jeff Smith.

Vice-chair Thorsett con-
ducted the meeting in Don
Hedrick’s absence.

* Thorsett opened the
meeting and the evening’s
agenda was amended to
move community comments
to the end of the meeting.

e Building administra-
tors Steve Stancliff, Tim
Roth, and Joan Warburg
reported through powerpoint
and video on each school’s
building-based goals regard-
ing the District’s focus on
the concepts of “Belong,”
“Prepare,” and “Inspire.”

* “Belong” goals cen-
tered on ways that staff can
ensure that all students feel
welcome, connected, and
safe. The “Prepare” goals
included continuing to offer
relevant education using
meaningful assessments
and offering all students the
opportunity to formulate
future goals. Related to that,
the “Inspire” goals included
the announcement of new
curricular offerings that
include STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Art, and Math) courses, as
well as other new electives at
the middle and high schools.

* The special programs
report focused on the sum-
mer school offerings that
included skill support,
internships for students at
Laird Superfood, and other
aspects of the extended
school year.

e Superintendent Curt
Scholl presented an update
on the building bond for

the new elementary school,
which included the official
hiring of the architectural
firm of BLRB. Scholl indi-
cated the volunteer bond
oversight committee is in
place and will be meeting in
the near future with repre-
sentatives from BLRB and
other involved parties.

* According to Scholl,
enrollment is down a bit
from what was expected,
but pointed out that in each
of the last four years the dis-
trict enrollment has actually
grown during the year.

* Scholl gave an update
on the Student Investment
Account (STA) which will be
fully funded this year after
last year coming in at about
30 percent. It is targeted in
part toward reducing class
sizes, providing adequate
social/emotional support,
and the English language
learners in the District.

* The Board approved
Scholl’s professional goals
4-0.

* Discussion ensued
regarding the question of
what will be done with the
current elementary school
property as well as that of
the district office (district
assets) once the elementary
and other offices move to
the new campus. Scholl said
that it is his intent to engage
Citizens4Community (C4C)
in helping facilitate com-
munity input on what should
happen with these properties.
This is one way that com-
munity ideas and concerns
can be gathered, according
to Scholl. Edie Jones volun-
teered to act as a liaison/rep-
resentative of the Board for
any future community meet-
ings regarding this issue.

* Sally Benton, a Sisters
resident since 1978 and a
retired nurse who worked
for 13 years for the Sisters

School District, expressed
her full support for the
District’s “Safe Return to
In-Person Instruction and
Continuity of Services Plan.”
She quoted from the plan
that, in part, states “return-
ing all students to full-time,
in-person instruction is a
priority.” She said, “I am in
total agreement with these
principles. I want to thank all
the School Board members,
administrative staff, teach-
ers, and support staff, and
especially our school nurses.
They are doing the very best
they can to ensure our chil-
dren, teachers, and other
employees of the District
can stay safe and healthy. By
following these health proto-
cols, they are also helping to
keep all of us in the commu-
nity safe and healthy.”

The next Board meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday,
November 3 at 6 p.m. The
agenda can be found on the
school district website. It is
not known yet if the meeting
will be held in person.
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Girls soccer ends in

deadlock

By Rongi Yost

Correspondent

The girls soccer squad
traveled to Woodburn on
Tuesday, October 5, and
came away with a score
deadlocked 0-0. To date, the
Lady Outlaws are 3-1-2 in
league and 4-2-2 overall.

Sisters played well
against the talented and
well-coached Bulldogs.

The Lady Outlaws
defense played a physical
and well-organized game
and kept Woodburn from
scoring. The midfield
players also did a great job
as they stayed compacted
and forced the Bulldogs to
attack wide and from outside
the 18-yard box.
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The Outlaws did have a
few counterattacks, but pri-
marily played a very defen-
sive game. Coach Brian
Holden credited his entire
team for their physical and
calm play throughout the
contest.

Hollie Lewis showed
incredible stamina as she
played on both offense and
defense the entire game.
Keeper Josie Patton had one
of her best games of her high
school career. She played
on-point the entire game
and made several important,
crucial saves.

The Outlaws were to have
a road game at Stayton on
Tuesday, October 12. They
will host Sweet Home on
Thursday, October 14.
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