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Letters to the Editor...

The Nugget welcomes contributions from its readers, which must include the writer’s name, address, and
phone number. Letters to the Editor is an open forum for the community and contains unsolicited opinions
not necessarily shared by the Editor. The Nugget reserves the right to edit, omit, respond, or ask for a
response to letters submitted to the Editor. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. Unpublished items
are not acknowledged or returned. The deadline for all letters is 10 a.m. Monday.

Vaccine injury commentary

To the Editor:

I was aghast when I read columnist Bill
Bartlett’s two “Commentary” pieces, “Seeking
to solve a health mystery” and “Controversy
in ‘vaccine injury’ reporting.” I am very sym-
pathetic to the health challenges that Sheryl
Reuttgers has endured and to her and her hus-
band’s desire to get answers to their many
questions.

But Senator Ron Johnson, whose counsel,
Bartlett approvingly notes, the Reuttgers have
shared with others, is not a reliable source of
factual information. Bartlett’s comment that
“Johnson ... has taken several politically
controversial positions” is far short of the
whole truth. In fact, Senator Johnson is well
known for repeatedly spreading false infor-
mation about COVID and the vaccine. (“Four

See LETTERS on page 14

Sisters Weather Forecast
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Wednesday
Sept. 29 « Partly Cloudy
66/43

Thursday
Sept. 30 « Mostly Sunny
74/44

Sunday
Oct. 3 « Mostly Sunny
74/43

Monday
Oct. 4 « Mostly Sunny
76/45

Friday
Oct. 1 « Partly Cloudy
66/38

Saturday
Oct. 2 « Partly Cloudy
69/41

Tuesday
Oct.5 « Mostly Sunny
74/45
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A sign of brighter days?
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An almost-costly

mistake

By Edie Jones

Guest Columnist

It’s always uncomfortable
admitting you’ve made a
mistake — especially if you
need to do it publicly. There
are times, however, that it is
important to do that, and this
is one of those times.

I recently was scammed.

This occurred when some
very convincing, sincere-
sounding “gentlemen” sent
an email to my computer.
Their intention was to take
advantage of anyone vul-
nerable to their message —
mainly a senior with limited
income.

I became a victim by
responding anxiously to an
inappropriate charge of a
large sum of money. That,
having a hearing disability
and being overly trusting,
contributed to my being
duped.

It started when a charge
for a service I didn’t recog-
nize appeared in my emails.
There was an alleged free
trial for which I supposedly
had signed up. It was coming
to an end and all I had to do
was call a number provided
to cancel the charge. I had 24
hours to accomplish this, or
I was giving my automatic
approval.

Not recognizing the ser-
vice, I called immediately
and had difficulty under-
standing what I was sup-
posed to do. I excused
myself to get my hearing
aids, thinking my lack of
hearing was the problem. At
this point, I was transferred
to a supervisor.

My mistake was not hang-
ing up as soon as I was trans-
ferred. I did not, because I
still did not have any assur-
ance that I wasn’t going to be
charged. From that point on,
with me not understanding
the technology of my com-
puter, I inadvertently gave
out too much information.
I’m embarrassed to say that
consequently the scammers
gained access to my bank
account and transferred my
entire savings account to my
checking account.

Thank goodness I woke
up to what was happening.
With some quick work by
the Sheriff’s Department
(who encouraged me to com-
pletely shut down my com-
puter) and Lisa at the First
Interstate Bank, my account
was frozen and I did not lose
any money.

I did, however, have to
close my account, change all
of my automatic payments,
and not have the use of my
computer for several days
until it could be scrubbed
clean by the Geeks at Best
Buy. That valuable service
ended up costing more than
half of what the original
fraudulent bill would have
been.

Yes, I who regard myself
as an astute, thinking person,
who usually displays good
judgment and am very aware
that there are perpetrators
out there, fell for this scam,
something I felt could never
happen to me.

In the August/September
issue of the AARP magazine,
the headline “I’m Becky
From Medicare and I'm a
Fraud,” caught my eye. The
caption that went along with
the article declared that “a
new, fraudulent robocall is
sweeping the nation,” one
that is having a huge impact
even though it may not cost
individuals any money.
According to the article
scammers and inappropriate
billers cost Medicare more
than $40 billion of its 2020
budget.

In sharing my story with
my kids I learned that my
son-in-law, a highly edu-
cated, intelligent headmas-
ter of a private school, had
also fallen for a scam. Me,
maybe. Andy, never!

I am sharing all of this so
others may be alerted to how
easy it is to be duped. Today
the only good thing that
has come from this is being
richer in my awareness of
what can happen.

Since this experience,
I’ve learned that once you
are aware of what is happen-
ing it’s important to phone
the Oregon State Consumer
Protection Agency, which
is part of the Department of
Justice (1-877-877-9392 or
503-378-4320).

Yes, | was gullible and
made a stupid, avoidable
mistake by not following
my instincts, which from the
beginning told me this was
a scam. How I hope that I
am the last one to fall prey
to their sincere, convincing,
discourse. Unfortunately,
according to the Sheriff, it
is highly unlikely who the
scammers are and where
they are located will ever be
discovered. Most likely they
will strike again. Please, be
aware.

Views expressed in this column are solely those of the writer and
are not necessarily shared by the Editor or The Nugget Newspaper.

Got a great photo of life in Sisters Country?

Send your high-resolution photo to editor@nuggetnews.com.



