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News nuggets

Snippets and tidbits from Sisters Country

By Bill Bartlett

Correspondent

* Black Butte Ranch
CEO headed to greener
links. Almost four years
to the day after taking the
management helm of Black
Butte Ranch, Jay Head has
accepted the job of general
manager/COO at The Quarry
in LaQuinta, California, one
of Golf Digest’s 100 Greatest
Courses. A search commit-
tee has been formed by the
BBR board of directors to
recruit Head’s replacement.

* Aspen Lakes beefs
up its turf. Bob Fluter will
assume the role of super-
intendent of greens next
month. He comes from
Michelbook Country Club in
McMinnville and was named
Oregon Superintendent
of the Year in 2019. Mike
Gruber from Running Y
Ranch in Klamath Falls
will be the new assistant
superintendent of greens
and he is already on prem-
ises. A visit to Aspen Lakes
shows browned-out fairways
caused when a water pump
failed last month. All effort
was put into saving the
greens and tees as repairs
took place. A full recovery
of the turf is expected.

* Passenger traffic at
Redmond/Bend airport
(RDM) continues rebound.
Just over 97,182 travel-
ers enplaned or deplaned
at RDM in July, up from
86,211 the month before.
Last July, as the pandemic
was beginning to ease, only
37,026 transited. Six carri-
ers fly to 11 destinations. A
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recent $800,000 grant to the
airport will be used to entice
a carrier to serve Dallas
(DFW) nonstop.

TSA daily checkpoint
counts, however, are show-
ing a small, but steady
decline in same-day weekly
comparisons for August as
more travelers are postpon-
ing trips in reaction to rising
COVID-19 case counts.

* Well #4 nears comple-
tion. The well control build-
ing for the fourth and new-
est of Sisters’” water wells is
completed. All that remains
is installation of a decorative
iron fence, a few electro/
mechanical connections, fol-
lowed by testing, and it can
be brought online as needs
dictate.

* Road striping com-
pleted. ODOT has finished
center-line painting of the
entire Highway 20/126 cor-
ridor from the summit to
Redmond and Bend. The
bright-yellow lines replace
the worn ones from the
10,100 vehicles per day
average that pass through
Sisters.

* Do pedestrians always
have the right-of-way in
Sisters? Oregon pedestrian
right-of-way laws are not
actually that complex. And
the first rule is that, under
Oregon law, every intersec-
tion constitutes a pedestrian
crosswalk, whether or not it
is marked or controlled by a
traffic device. The operative
word is “intersection.”

Seventy-five percent of
accidents involving vehicles
and pedestrians are a result
of the driver failing to yield
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the right-of-way to pedestri-
ans. A whopping 50 percent
of all accidents between
motorists and pedestrians
in Oregon occur when the
pedestrian is in a crosswalk.

* Gallacher Plumbing
opens warehouse in Sun
Ranch Business Park. The
family-operated plumbing
company has been serving
Sisters Country for 24 years
from the owners’ home
in Redmond but has now
taken 1,000 square feet at
the newly finished four-unit
commercial property at Sun
Ranch Drive and Lundgren
Mill Road as they try to meet
the boom in local building.

* Tiny Kkitchen, big
food. Tacos El Comal,
located in the very small
corner of Space Age Fuel,
is approaching 10 years
in turning out Mexican
cuisine for takeaway din-
ing. Carlos Sandoval is
the one-man band who
preps, cooks, and serves a
menu of nearly 40 items.
Carlos minds the works
from 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.
Social media reviews for
the affectionately known
hole-in-the-wall kitchen
are uniformly exceptional.
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DA will not seek reelection

Deschutes County District
Attorney John Hummel
announced to his office on
Monday morning, August 23,
that he will not seek reelec-
tion to a third term.

Hummel’s term runs
through the end of 2022.
Absent a November run-
off, the election in May of
2022 will decide who takes
office in January of 2023 as
Deschutes County’s next dis-
trict attorney.

In Hummel’s announce-
ment to his office, he high-
lighted the successes they
achieved over the last seven
years. Some of the successes
he called out were the devel-
opment of innovative pro-
grams to keep the community
safe by preventing crime and
incarceration. Those pro-
grams include: the Emerging
Adult Program that provides
targeted services to people
ages 18-24 in the criminal jus-
tice system; the Clean Slate
program to provide people
suspected of possessing drugs
with primary care doctors

instead of prosecution; and
the Veterans’ Intervention
Strategy that provides tar-
geted services for veterans in
the criminal justice system.

He also cited advocat-
ing for and achieving long
prison sentences for the few
people for whom prison is
the only option to keep our
community safe, and the
legal services provided in the
approximately 50,000 cases
the office handled during his
tenure.

“Serving as your district
attorney has been a privilege
and an honor,” Hummel said
in a statement to the commu-
nity. “Every morning when I
walk the three flights up to
my office I think about the
important work that my col-
leagues in your DA’s office
and I have to do that day
for the people of Deschutes
County. During my final 16
months in office I’ll continue
to work tirelessly to ensure
that justice is done daily.
Thank you for allowing me
to represent you.”
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ayden Homes is proud to support the Arts in

sters and to showcase the incredible talent o

~ Sisters Country youth with a unique piece of
local art displayed in our model home.

Visit us at McKenzie Meadows Village!
541-904-0060 | HAYDEN-HOMES.com
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..For your support and
patience as we add staff
and refine our service
during the post-COVID
tourist season.
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