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Teri Ast smiles from her familiar perch — the driver’s seat of a Sisters School District bus.

Beloved bus driver hangs up her keys

By Charlie Kanzig

Correspondent

When Teri Ast began
driving a school bus in
1994 for the Sisters School
District, she couldn’t have
fathomed the thousands
of miles she would end up
accruing behind the wheel.
Her daily bus route alone
likely adds up to a half a
million miles, not to men-
tion the innumerable trips
she took with sports teams,

field trips, and other assign-
ments over 26 years.

She had been working
at Tektronix as a welder
when Fred got the opportu-
nity to become a surveyor
in Sisters, which he is still
doing today. Her kids,
Jeremy and Jennifer, were
aged three and two at the
time.

Ast worked in a variety of
capacities in Sisters, includ-
ing in the meat department
at Sentry Market, which

later became Ray’s, where
she stayed 14 years.

It was her friend and col-
league from Sentry Market,
Angi Gardinier, who first put
the idea of becoming a bus
driver into Ast’s mind.

“The selling point was
having summers off,” said
Ast.

Ast remembers from her
early days that she realized
she would have to handle a

See AST on page 21

Community to provide
bond oversight

The Sisters School Board
will be appointing five com-
munity members to fill the
Bond Facilities Oversight
Committee; term could be as
long as three years.

To be eligible for appoint-
ment the candidate must live
in the school district, must
not be an officer or employee
of the district, and must
be a qualified voter of the
district.

Qualifications include
ability to solve problems in
a positive manner, partici-
pation in school activities
and committees, ability to
attend facilities oversight
committee meetings, and

willingness to commit time
to conduct checks and bal-
ances to help create trans-
parency and oversight in the
allocations of bond monies.

Contact Mel Petterson,
school board secretary, at
mel.petterson@ssd6.org
to receive an application
packet, or download it from
the district’s website. You
may also pick up the appli-
cation packet at the district
office. The completed appli-
cation must be turned in to
the District Administration
Office by 4 p.m. on
Thursday, July 1. Candidates
will be notified of interview
dates and times.

Land Trust has new
executive director

Rika Ayotte will become
the next executive director
of Deschutes Land Trust on
July 6,

Since 2015, Ayotte has
served as the executive direc-
tor for Discover Your Forest,
a Central Oregon nonprofit
partner to the Deschutes and
Ochoco National Forests.
She holds an MBA in non-
profit management and is
also the founder and CEO
of Forest Path Consulting,
a nonprofit organizational
development firm. She has
more than 15 years of expe-
rience working in nonprofit

organizations. She was a
leader in the foundation of
both the Deschutes Trails
Coalition and Ochoco Trails
Strategy groups helping to
convene dozens of part-
ners and raising hundreds
of thousands of dollars for
sustainable trails in Central
Oregon. She has led multiple
strategic planning processes
and organizational devel-
opment efforts for public
lands partners and conserva-
tion organizations across the
western United States.

See LAND TRUST on page 23

As the COVID-19 crisis continues to affect gatherings, please contact individual organizations for current meeting status

BOARDS, GROUPS, CLUBS

Al-Anon Mon., noon, by Zoom. / Thurs.,
10 a.m., Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church. 541-610-7383.

Alcoholics Anonymous Thurs. &
Sun., 7 p.m., Episcopal Church of the
Transfiguration / Sat., 8 a.m., Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration / Mon.,

5 p.m., Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church / Big Book study, Tues., noon,
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church /
Gentlemen’s meeting, Wed., 7 a.m.,
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church /
Sober Sisters Women'’s meeting, Thurs.,
noon, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church / Step & Tradition meeting, Fri.,
noon, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church. 541-548-0440.

Black Butte Ranch Bridge Club
Tuesdays, 12:30 p.m., BBR community
room. Partner required. 541-595-6236.

Central Oregon Fly Tyers Guild
For Saturday meeting dates and
location, email: steelefly@msn.com.

Central OR Spinners and Weavers
Guild One Saturday per month, Jan.
thru Oct. For schedule: 541-639-3217.

Council on Aging of Central Oregon
Senior Lunch Tuesdays, noon, Sisters
Community Church. 541-480-1843.

East of the Cascades Quilt Guild 4th
Wednesday (September-June), Stitchin’
Post. All are welcome. 541-549-6061.

Friends of the Sisters Library Board
of Directors 2nd Tuesday, 9 to 11 a.m.,
Sisters Library.www.sistersfol.com.

Go Fish Fishing Group 3rd Monday,
7 p.m. Sisters Community Church. Al
ages welcome. 541-771-2211.

Heartwarmers (fleece blanketmakers)
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 1 p.m., Sisters City
Hall. Materials provided. 541-408-8505.

Hero Quilters of Sisters Thursday,
1to 4 p.m. 541-668-1755.

Citizens4Community, Let’s Talk
3rd Monday, 5:30 to 8 p.m. RSVP at
citizensdcommunity.com

Military Parents of Sisters Meetings
are held quarterly; please call for details.
541-388-9013.

Oregon Band of Brothers - Sisters
Chapter Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.,
Takoda's Restaurant. 541-549-6469.

SAGE (Senior Activities, Gatherings
& Enrichment) Monday-Friday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at Sisters Park & Recreation
District. 541-549-2091.

Sisters Aglow Lighthouse
4th Saturday, 10 a.m., meeting by
Zoom. 503-930-6158.

Sisters Area Photography Club
2nd Wednesday, 4 p.m., meeting
at Sisters Community Church.
541-549-6157.

Sisters Area Woodworkers
1st Tuesday, 7 to 9 p.m. 541-639-6216.

Sisters Astronomy Club 3rd
Tuesday, 7 p.m., SPRD. 541-549-8846.

Sisters Bridge Club In-person

gathering suspended until further notice.

For free online bridge info,
call Barbara 541-914-6322.

Sisters Caregiver Support Group
3rd Tues., 10:30 a.m., The Lodge in
Sisters. 541-771-3258.

Sisters Cribbage Club Please call for
details. 541-923-1632.

Sisters Habitat for Humanity Board
of Directors 4th Tuesday, 6 p.m.
Location information: 541-549-1193.

Sisters Kiwanis Thursdays, 7 to
8:30 a.m., Brand 33 Restaurant at
Aspen Lakes. 541-410-2870.

Sisters Parent Teacher Community
2nd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. at Sisters
Saloon. 541-480-5994.

Sisters Parkinson’s Support Group
Meeting by Zoom.
541-668-6599.

Sisters Red Hats 1st Friday.
Location information: 541-279-1977.

Sisters Rotary 1st and 3rd Thursdays,
Noon, Aspen Lakes. 541-760-5645.

Sisters Speak Life Cancer Support
Group 2nd & 4th Monday. Call Suzi for
location and time: 503-819-1723.

SISTERS AREA MEETING CALENDAR

Sisters Trails Alliance Board 1st
Monday, 5 p.m. Sisters Library.
Public welcome. 808-281-2681.

Sisters Veterans Thursdays, noon,
Takoda’s Restaurant. 541-903-1123.

Three Sisters Irrigation District
Board of Directors 1st Tuesday,
4 p.m., TSID Office. 541-549-8815.

Three Sisters Lions Club 2nd
Tuesday, noon, Ray’s Food Place
community room. 541-419-1279.

VFW Post 8138 and American Legion
Post 86 1st Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.,
Sisters City Hall. 541-903-1123.

Weight Watchers
Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. weigh-in, Sisters
Community Church. 541-602-2654.

SCHOOLS

Black Butte School Board of
Directors 2nd Tuesday, 3:45 p.m.,
Black Butte School. 541-595-6203.

Sisters School District Board of
Directors One Wed. monthly, SSD
Admin Bldg. See schedule online at
www.ssd6.org. 541-549-8521 x5002.

Sisters Middle School Parent
Collaboration Team 1st Tuesday,
2 p.m., SMS. 541-610-9513.

CITY & PARKS

Sisters City Council 2nd & 4th
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Sisters City Hall.
541-549-6022.

Sisters Park & Recreation District
Board of Directors 2nd & 4th Tuesdays,
4:30 p.m., SPRD bldg. 541-549-2091.

Sisters Planning Commission
3rd Thursday, 5:30 p.m., Sisters
City Hall. 541-549-6022.

FIRE & POLICE

Black Butte Ranch Police Dept.
Board of Directors Meets monthly.
541-595-2191 for time & date.

Black Butte Ranch RFPD Board of
Directors 4th Thursday, 9 a.m., Black
Butte Ranch Fire Station. 541-595-2288.

Cloverdale RFPD Board of Directors
3rd Wed., 5:30 p.m., 67433 Cloverdale
Rd. 541-548-4815. cloverdalefire.com.

Sisters-Camp Sherman RFPD
Board of Directors 3rd Tuesday,
5 p.m., Sisters Fire Hall, 541-549-0771.

Sisters-Camp Sherman RFPD Drills
Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Sisters Fire Hall,
301 S. EIm St. 541-549-0771.
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