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O P I N I O N

Analyzing Sisters’ roundabouts 
and traffic patterns

To the Editor:
The March 17 issue covered one of my 

favorite topics: roundabout(s) and Sisters9 
traffic patterns. 

First of all, I believe roundabouts are won-
derful. When the first one was built on the 
west end of town, I questioned whether or not 

a simple, less-expensive option (traffic light) 
might have accomplished the same goal as 
the red-blinking light seemed to attest during 
the construction phase. But I came to believe 
with all the housing and other growth (and 
schools) it was probably the best means of 
assisting traffic flow.

The article by Sue Stafford on March 17 
was most enlightening, and while I agree with 
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I think I was in fifth 

grade when I first heard the 

phrase: <America is a melt-

ing pot.= Being young and 

somewhat literal, I imag-

ined all these diverse people 

from varying cultures and 

ethnicities swirling around 

in a huge caldron, sim-

mering into a homogenous 

human stew.

As an adult I9m not so 

sure I care for that meta-

phor. Sure, I appreciate the 

image of a united nation, 

but the idea of everyone 

boiling down to a confor-

mity of sameness is unnerv-

ing. What does that mean 

for freedom of speech, 

freedom of thought, and 

personal rights? Must they 

be boiled down and homog-

enized as well?

I believe we are uniquely 

created and that it9s our dif-

ferences that make life inter-

esting. Oh, sure, our differ-

ences can be aggravating at 

times. And recently they9ve 

felt divisive and sometimes 

even destructive. But does 

that lessen the value of indi-

viduality? Is that an excuse 

to challenge, monitor, or 

even silence opinions that 

don9t align with the popular 

mode of the day? As much 

as I love peace, I don9t want 

a faux peace if the price is 

cultural conformity.

I was walking with a 

good friend the other day 

4 a friend with a differ-

ing political perspective 

4 and I happened to men-

tion a book I9d just read 

about socialism and Antifa. 

Maybe I was curious as 

to her reaction 4 or just 

wanted to heat things up 

since it was cold outside. 

When my friend questioned 

why on earth I would read 

such a book, I expressed 

that I like being informed 

and that I love this country 

and care about its future. 

Not surprisingly, the con-

versation quickly grew ani-

mated. Was I suggesting 

she didn9t appreciate those 

same things? No, of course 

not, I assured her. But we 

continued to banter back 

and forth a bit. And to be 

fair, it wasn9t our first dis-

agreement over something 

political. But in the course 

of walking and talking 4 

sometimes loudly 4 some 

listening took place.

Finally, our walk over, 

we were back at my house. 

There we sat down by a 

warming fire and, over a 

calming glass of wine, we 

came back to terms. We 

remembered the things we 

both agree upon. Like our 

friendship! And my friend9s 

favorite mantra (and one 

that I deeply respect) <love 

wins.= And we agreed on 

my mantra (for the day) 

<the truth sets us free.= 

Mostly we agreed that, as 

friends, we love and respect 

each other, and it9s okay to 

disagree. We also agreed 

to keep the conversation 

going 4 without judgment. 

Because that9s what friends 

do.

I believe that9s what 

community is meant to do, 

as well. 

Community, by defi-

nition, is people united 

together by region, occu-

pation, interests, goals, etc. 

Sisters is a unique commu-

nity in that almost everyone 

here has come from some-

where else. We are a diverse 

community of uniquely 

created individuals with 

differing backgrounds, 

cultures, experience, tal-

ents, and opinions. But to 

remain a strong and healthy 

community we need to be 

willing to engage and lis-

ten and, yes, even disagree 

sometimes. Hopefully with 

respect and nonjudgment 

and grace. Because like 

my friend9s mantra, love 

must win. Otherwise we all 

lose and we are no longer 

community.

My hope and prayer for 

the community of Sisters 

(where my husband and I 

have invested more than 

a quarter century of our 

lifetimes) is that we will 

remain uniquely united 4 

and continue to grow into 

this beautiful place that we 

are all grateful to call home.

Uniquely united
By Melody Carlson
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Sisters Weather Forecast
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The geese are returning 

to Sisters Country, a leading 

indicator that spring really is upon us.
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Sign of spring...

Got a great photo of life 
in Sisters Country?

Send your high-resolution photo to 
editor@nuggetnews.com.


