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O P I N I O N

To the Editor:
Since moving into the Oval Office, Joe 

Biden has signed into effect 40 executive 
orders. In all of U.S. history, such a degree of 
usurping our bodies of Congress is unprec-
edented, and rightly arouses concern in any 
reasonable American.

Conduct so profoundly monarchist exhib-
ited so soon after having assumed America9s 
highest office is suspect at best. Collectively, 
the orders which Biden has thus executed 
run grossly inconsistent with tradition, as 
if wishing to eradicate the simple, appar-
ently now-antiquated American concepts of 

international sovereignty and cultural sur-
vival. Moreover, that few, if any, of these 
40 short-sighted actions of Biden9s actually 
advance the prosperity of mainstream, heart-
land Americans, is beyond alarming. 

There is nothing at all consensual, much 
less secure, for U.S. citizens about opening 
any of our borders; nor is there anything either 
secure or prosperous about shutting down the 
construction of the very wall designed to pre-
serve our society from the increasingly bel-
ligerent overrun by those hostile to our laws. 

Letters to the Editor…
The Nugget welcomes contributions from its readers, which must include the writer9s name, address and 
phone number. Letters to the Editor is an open forum for the community and contains unsolicited opinions 
not necessarily shared by the Editor. The Nugget reserves the right to edit, omit, respond or ask for a 
response to letters submitted to the Editor. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. Unpublished items 
are not acknowledged or returned. The deadline for all letters is 10 a.m. Monday.

See LETTERS on page 17

It has been said that to 
know the priorities of an 
organization one must look 
to their budget.

As a public entity, the 
City of Sisters is a stew-
ard of both public trust and 
public funds. The City goes 
through a rigorous process 
annually to carefully iden-
tify the use of funds across 
departments and provide 
transparency adopting the 
legal spending authority 
to use funds. Beginning 
in earnest in January, the 
City begins formulating 
the budget for the upcom-
ing fiscal year 3 each July 
1 the City9s new fiscal year 
(FY) starts with a new bud-
get. The backbone of the 
budget is goals adopted by 
Council every two years 
and reviewed annually. 

In February 2019, Sisters 
City Council established 
overarching goals for the 
City in FY 2019/20 and 
FY 2020/21 budgets: liv-
ability and growth, public 
safety, economic develop-
ment, essential infrastruc-
ture, good governance, 
and community vision. 
Establishing these goals 
for two years, after each 
election, allows for two 
budget cycles and depart-
ment workplans to support 
projects and initiatives that 
may take multiple years to 
accomplish. Under each 
of those goals, each year, 
there are numerous high-
level objectives that sup-
port tangible, identifiable 
progress.

In  The Nugget  on 
September 16, 2020, the 
City of Sisters included a 
State of the City overview-
ing annual accomplish-
ments and priorities. 

The City Council is 
discussing goals for FY 
2021/22 budget at the work-
shop meeting Thursday, 
February 11. Being just 
over halfway through this 
FY, City Council and staff 
are reviewing progress on 
current goals and workplans 
prior to goal setting.

D e s p i t e  m a n a g i n g 
through the COVID-19 
pandemic, the City is on-
track to make progress on 
and accomplish nearly all 
that it set out to do 4 albeit 
with some adjustments. 
Complementary to the goals 
and high-level objectives, 
staff prepares workplans for 
each department to sustain 
operations, maintenance, 
and replacement for day-to-
day activities. 

All these levels feed 

into the budget work-
sheets for each depart-
ment fund detailing among 
other things revenues and 
expenditures. Staff pre-
pares through spring a pro-
posed budget balancing 
resources and requirements 
that goes to the City Budget 
Committee 4 composed of 
the City Council plus five 
at-large citizen representa-
tives 4 in May for their 
review. 

At the first budget com-
mittee meeting, the budget 
officer delivers the budget 
message explaining the pro-
posed budget and an over-
view of significant changes. 
The proposed budget is dis-
cussed thoroughly during 
public hearings and revised 
accordingly by the budget 
committee, which approves 
the budget sending it to City 
Council in June for another 
public hearing, final adjust-
ments, and adoption. This 
process is conducted and 
completed annually on the 
same timeline. 

The City9s FY 2020/21 
budget book was over 120 
pages in length, organized 
into an introduction, budget 
summary, fund summaries, 
and additional information. 
The City9s topnotch finance 
department, led by Finance 
Director Joe O9Neill, enjoys 
discussing and explaining 
components of the budget 
process to interested com-
munity members. Overall, 
it will continue to be an 
objective to make the bud-
get book even more infor-
mative, accessible, and 
transparent to the average 
reader. Additional narra-
tive was added to illustrate 
the budget line-item detail 
beyond the raw numbers.

All agendas and packets 
for City Council meetings 
can be found on the City9s 
website. The past bud-
get books for the City can 
be found online at www.
ci.sisters.or.us/finance/page/
budget-information or con-
tact City Hall for additional 
information, 541-549-6022.

City of Sisters bulletin
By Cory Misley
City Manager

Sisters Weather Forecast
Courtesy of the National Weather Service, Pendleton, Oregon
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…it will continue to be 

an objective to make the 

budget book even more 

informative, accessible, 

and transparent to the 

average reader.

— City Manager 
Cory Misely 

Eloise has a new mate named Bob. Volunteers found her a new mate after Pete died recently of a bacterial 
infection. The swans are a fixture at Aspen Lakes and an important part of the state’s trumpeter swan program.
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Happy Valentine’s Day!


