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literal attack on the very foundation of our democracy, and by 
extension, the American people.

It is time to loudly announce what this is 4 a coup.
We crossed beyond the time for discussion. We face a 

determined opponent who is willing to disregard every free-
dom and belief we hold dear, and we must rise to meet them 
immediately. The path forward must be peaceful and measured, 
but it must also be walked with the greatest passion, discipline, 
and conviction that we can muster. The future of our American 
experiment in democracy rests on the actions that everyday 
people take now and in the following days. Talk to family and 
friends, make a plan to support the peaceful transition of power, 
and never forget the freedoms we are bound to defend. 

Riley Paine

s s s

To the Editor:
Cliff Bentz has just been sworn in as our 2nd district repre-

sentative to the U.S. Congress. His first official act was to join 
a group of Republican congressmen in an attempt to disenfran-
chise the tens of millions of voters who elected Joe Biden as 
President.

Greg Walden at least had the integrity to resist the pressure 
from President Trump and other Republicans and understood 
the seditious nature of this attempt to overturn the election 
results.

Cliff Bentz is a lawyer by profession. As a lawyer he knows 
that an allegation needs evidence before it can be taken to a 
jury. So why would he willingly join a coup attempt in the 
absence of any evidence of election fraud? All of the bogus 
lawsuits about election fraud filed since the election have been 
thrown out because of a total lack of evidence. Those rejecting 
these meritless lawsuits include more than 60 judges including 
Trump appointees, the former attorney general of the United 
States, and the U.S. Supreme Court. What is one to conclude?

All I can conclude is that Mr. Bentz is a man lacking integ-
rity who is not worthy of the votes that were legally cast 
(including mine) at the last election. We have now seen first-
hand the consequences of his willingly following a leader who 
incited violence and insurrection in our nation9s Capital. From 
this point forward, I will do what I can to make sure Cliff Bentz 
is not returned to Congress in two years. 

Dennis Tower

s s s

To the Editor:
So much to forgive. So much to be forgiven.
Judy Bull

s s s

To the Editor:
As we move into a new year I keep asking myself the ques-

tion: What will help unite us as Americans again? What more 
do we need to encounter before we are each willing to really 
listen to each other, to really hear what people who think differ-
ently than we do think, without interrupting them with our own 
facts and opinions? What will help us narrow the gap rather 
than widen it with our need to justify our positions?

The majority of people agree that being heard is a very 
important part of any successful relationship. And yet, many 
people feel they are not heard when they try to share their 
thoughts and beliefs. They experience others interrupting to 
defend their beliefs because they have information that will 
prove they are right and the other person is wrong. I wonder 
what would change if, instead of justifying our <right= position 
or defending our <right= reasoning or protecting our position 
based on our facts and information sources, we really took the 
time to sit and listen to each other? I have recently shared with 
my adult children and friends I am going to ask before we start 
a difficult conversation, <What is our common ground? What 
do we agree on?=

I believe there is often common ground if we are willing 
to be patient and take the time to listen to one another. We all 
care about our families. We want those we love to stay healthy, 
although we may differ on how that occurs. We want our chil-
dren to have an education although we may differ on how that 
should continue with COVID. Ask yourself if you are willing to 
pause five seconds when in conflict to ask the question, <What 
do we have in common?= See if each of us can hear something 
new we did not know we had in common.

Be willing to pause long enough to truly see if there is a 
middle way not yet discovered because we were so set on our 
own way. We can all give by listening to one another in the 
same way we would want them to listen if we were talking. 
Maybe in the listening, the pause, the hearing, and in finding 
common ground, we can slowly move forward together as indi-
viduals, as a community and as a country.

Linda Wolff
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