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2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

MARVIN INMAN

A stiff windstorm hit Sisters on January 1, with gusts hitting 60 miles per
hour. The wind caused a bit of a ruckus.

JANUARY

Sisters hit by

heavy winds

The year 2020 blew into
Sisters like a freight train. A
heavy windstorm broke trees,
tore up roofs, knocked over
signs and buffeted houses
throughout the afternoon on
January 1.

Sisters Eagle Airport
recorded sustained winds at
31 mph at 1:55 p.m. with gusts
hitting 59 mph. Winds were
sustained at 35 mph with a gust
at 60 mph at 3:55 p.m.

Winds were sustained in the
high 20 mph range with gusts
to just under 40 mph for about
three-and-a-half hours from 1
to 4:30 p.m.

The windstorm followed
moderate rain on New Year’s
Eve.

Supporting youth
mental health

in Sisters

A heavy emphasis has
been placed on mental health
among youth nationally, and
Sisters School District contin-
ues to focus on ways to support
students from kindergarten
through graduation.

In order to best serve stu-
dents and families, the dis-
trict’s counselors are working
to help define their roles as
compared to other counseling-
related resources — including
professional therapists, psy-
chologists, and mental-health
support programs.

Sisters negotiating
law-enforcement

contract

With the steady growth of
Sisters’ population over the
last decade, combined with
ever-increasing tourism, crime
can be expected to increase
proportionately.

The City of Sisters and the
Deschutes County Sheriff’s
Office are in the midst of nego-
tiating a new contract for law
enforcement. Beginning in
August 2018, City Manager
Cory Misley and his staff
undertook studying the con-
tract arrangement between the
DCSO and the City for law-
enforcement services. Misley
said they have done a lot of
research and methodically
studied different options.

IEE fundamental
to Qutlaws culture

Sisters Interdisciplinary
Environmental Expedition
(IEE) has been a fundamental
part of the culture of Sisters
High School for almost 20
years. It is one of the unique
offerings that makes Sisters
High School stand out
among its peers. And it has
shaped the lives of many an
Outlaw.

Boyd Keyser, then-prin-
cipal of SHS, believed in
integrative programming and
assigned three teachers to cre-
ate an interdisciplinary class
around Sisters’ long history of
kids being outdoors and learn-
ing outside. Those teachers are
still in the classroom today:
Glen Herron, Rand Runco, and
Samra Spear.
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Students hig
winners in tech

competition

Sisters Middle School
teacher Jeff Schiedler’s sev-
enth- and eighth-grade tech-
nology class is one of two in
Oregon to win the Samsung
Solve for Tomorrow Contest,
resulting in a prize worth
$15,000 in technology supplies
and equipment.

The nationwide competi-
tion challenges students in
sixth through 12th grades to
creatively use STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering
and math) skills to address
real-world issues in their
communities.

Homelessness
affects students
in Sisters

According to a state report
released near the end of
2019, homelessness among
school-aged children affects
families in every school dis-
trict in Oregon, including
Sisters.

Oregon has one of the
highest rates in the nation for
homelessness among students.

For the 2018-19 school
year, 20 different families
accounting for a total of 39
students were counted as
homeless in the Sisters School
District, which is just over
three percent of the District’s
student population.

Sisters Rodeo
earns award

Sisters Rodeo recently
received the prestigious award
“Large Rodeo of the Year”
chosen by the board of direc-
tors of the Columbia River
Circuit, which includes 32
of the best PRCA rodeos
throughout the Pacific
Northwest.

When asked what makes
the Sisters Rodeo stand out,
President Curt Kallberg men-
tioned not only the outstanding
volunteers, stock, competitors,
and professional staff includ-
ing the ever-popular rodeo
clown J.J. Harrison, but also
that “fans don’t come to see
our rodeo, they are a part of
our rodeo.”
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Outlaws students trek in the Cascade high country as part of the IEE program at Sisters High School.

*Sisters ang in the New Year with

"bit of wind, a bit of rain — and a rainhow.

Sisters Science Fair
off for 2020

The long-running Sisters
Science Fair scheduled for
March has been canceled as the
Sisters Science Club and the
Sisters School District work on
a plan to carry the event into
the next decade.

The Sisters Science Club
has taken the lead on the event
over the past eight years. As
Sisters Science Fair Director
Carol Packard noted last year,
“Usually science fairs depend
on teachers and invite the pub-
lic. In Sisters, the public is
inviting the teachers!”

Cal Allen, one of the pio-
neering members of the Sisters
Science Club, told The Nugget
that they made a proposal to the
school district to take the lead.
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District to
tighten policies
on coaching

Brittany and Tom
Niebergall continue to coach
varsity girls basketball at
Sisters High School, and the
District will revise its hiring
protocols and coaching prac-
tices and policies in an effort to
ensure that all student athletes
have a positive experience in
their sports.

Those were the outcomes
of a five-hour hearing before
the Sisters School Board on
Thursday, January 16, address-
ing an investigation into con-
cerns of several Sisters par-
ents regarding coaching in the
Sisters High School girls bas-
ketball program.

Areyoua Veteran or supported our Veterans through
A peacetime or during a conflict? We honor and highly
respect our Veterans and appreciate their service.

VETERANS

SPECIAL

Limited Time Offer!
Special Move-in BONUS!

Studio Apartments
ONLY $2,995 a month!

Your kind of living. The Lodge In Sisters
is a welcoming, supportive, and nurturing
community, where seniors and friends
can live, relax, and have fun.

If you move in by December 31,
you can rent a studio apartment
for only $2,995 per month!

Contact us TODAY for more
details and to set up a tour
of our community!
541-588-1268
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The-(odge: in Sisters

An Independent &

Asisteds Lising Commanity

411 E. Carpenter Lane, Sisters
thelodgeinsisters.com




