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Edi to r 9s  no t e :  J im 
Anderson is all settled in  
in Eugene 4 and missing his 
readers. So& he submitted his 
first post-retirement column.

Well, here we are in 
Eugene preparing to move 
into a little <mother-in-law 
house= my son Caleb is going 
to build onto his garage for 
my wife, Sue, and me. We 
don9t have a Pilot Butte on 
the skyline, but a Skinner 
Butte, and one armed with 
telescopes so we can see 
what9s going on out in Mars.

But right now, I want to 
chinwag about the volcanoes 
in our front yards.

The first thought I had 
when I saw the magnificent 
Three Sisters volcanoes, 
<Faith, Hope, and Charity,= 
aka South, Middle, and 
North Sister when I was roll-
ing into Bend on my Harley 
in late September of 1951, 
was, <Wow!= and then the 
thought hit me, <When will 
they erupt again?=

Here it is, almost 70 years 
later and those same thoughts 
go through my mind at least 
once a day. 

I can recall the time 
my wife, Sue, and I were 
headed home one night 
from Portland in a sweet, 

old single-engine Piper 
Comanche on a full-moon-lit 
night, and I about drove the 
FAA controller in Seattle up 
a wall.

<Piper Comanche 69 
Pop, say you can see Mt. 
Jefferson,= the controller 
kept repeating as we flew 
closer and closer to the bright 
moonlit peak of the old vol-
cano. There was a brisk wind 
blowing a plume of ice and 
snow off the peak of the 
mountain that looked 4 to 
me 4 so much like steam; I 
just had to be sure& As we 
flew past the peak we could 
see the <steam= wasn9t, but 
just ice and snow that fooled 
me.

In the past 12,000 years, 
several eruptions have 
taken place on vents near 
the Cascade crest all around 
Jefferson, building glacial 
valleys, including Forked 
Butte and North Cinder Peak. 
While the most recent erup-
tion from Jefferson was also 
from a cinder cone on the 
flank of South Cinder Peak, 
with a lava flow that reached 
Lake Marion to the west.

You just never know when 
the old volcano is going 
to wake up 4 like Mt. St. 
Helens did on May 18, 1980, 
at 8:32 a.m. After spewing 
steam for weeks, warning 
everyone to duck, the top 
blew off the old volcano. 

Mt. Jefferson is the sec-
ond-highest mountain in 
Oregon, named by Lewis 
and Clark to honor the presi-
dent who had sponsored their 
expedition. 

Although it is deeply 
eroded and has probably not 
erupted for at least 1,000 
years, it is still considered 
active, and I was hoping that 
plume was steam, not ice and 
snow.

It9s safe to say that when 

old Jefferson blows its top 
again it9s going to be one 
pretty powerful show, and as 
I flew by the summit I was 
hoping I could report the 
beginning of that show.

But I guess we9ll have 
to wait for <The Big One.= 
Ahhh, yes! The big one! 
That9s what9s coming, 
good people. Oregon State 
University seismology scien-
tists say the big one is com-
ing to the Pacific Northwest 
in the form of a massive 
earthquake that will cause 
buildings and bridges to col-
lapse and unleash a tsunami 
that will devastate the coast. 
And, just to make life even 
more interesting, maybe it9ll 
trigger one or two of our 
sleeping volcanoes to wake 
up and put on a show no one 
will ever forget. 

If you want to read an 
excellent preview of the big 
one, go to www.newyorker.
com/magazine/2015/07/20/
the-really-big-one, and then 
start getting your emergency 
supplies stored up.

North Sister is the gla-
cially eroded remnant of 
an andesitic-dacitic strato-
volcano, exposing the vol-
cano9s central plug. Middle 
Sister volcano is located less 
than a mile to the south. It is 

basaltic-to-rhyolitic in com-
position and less eroded than 
North Sister, but there are no 
known eruptions in the past 
10,000 years. 

And then there9s the 
sleeping giant, South Sister. 
Not too many years back, 
space agencies in Europe 
sent a message to USGS stat-
ing they could see a hot spot 
rising beneath the southwest 
side of South Sister. That got 
Larry Chitwood, geologist 
for the Deschutes National 
Forest, to head out to Snow 
Creek and see if he could 
identify any gases rising 
from the hot spot.

Larry found basaltic gases 
coming up from beneath the 
creek and invited me to join 
him when the lava reached 
the surface.

<We can sit in our lawn 
chairs on top of Bachelor and 

watch the lava roll past us on 
its way to Bend,= he said. 

Larry9s gone out among 
the stars, so he and I will 
have to share that when I see 
him soon in that other place 
we call home. 

The Three Sisters, just three of the many, many volcanoes in our front — and back — yards.
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Entertainment & Even� 

Events Calendar listings are free to advertisers. 
Submit items by 5 p.m. Fridays to lisa@nuggetnews.com

Paulina Springs Books Virtual Event Books In Common 
Regional Literary Event Series with Jess Walter 6:30 
p.m. For more information call 541-549-0866 or go to 
BooksinCommonNW.com. 

Food Cart Garden at Eurosports Trivia Night 5:30 to 
6:15 p.m. Family-friendly trivia. Socially-distant. Free. For 
additional information call Eurosports at 541-549-2471.

12
NOV

THUR

?

FivePine Resort Happy Girls Run Staggered starts to ease 
crowding. 5K run/walk and half marathon. A portion of all 
proceeds benefi ts SPRD. Register at www.happygirlsrun.com.

7
NOV

SAT

Paulina Springs Books Virtual Event Books In Common 
Regional Literary Event Series with Cassandra Tate & 
Jane Kirkpatrick 6:30 p.m. For more information call 541-
549-0866 or go to BooksinCommonNW.com. 

17
NOV

TUES

Paulina Springs Books Virtual Event Books In Common 
Regional Literary Event Series with Pam Houston & 
Amy Irvine 6:30 p.m. For more information call 541-549-
0866 or go to BooksinCommonNW.com. 

18
NOV

FRI

Food Cart Garden at Eurosports Trivia Night 5:30 to 
6:15 p.m. Family-friendly trivia. Socially-distant. Free. For 
additional information call Eurosports at 541-549-2471.

19
NOV

THUR
?

541-548-2899
3818 SW 21st Place, Suite 100
(Near the Redmond Airport) 

YourCareMedical.com

WALK-IN • URGENT CARE • OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE • X-RAY

SISTERS COMMUNITY 
FLU SHOT CLINIC

WED., NOVEMBER 11, 8 to 11:30 a.m.
Located at the

SISTERS-CAMP SHERMAN FIRE DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY HALL, 301 S. Elm, Sisters

FREE FLU SHOTS FOR VETERANS!
Shots available for ages 4-64 • Cash pay price: $30

(*Bring your ID and insurance card. 
Most insurance covers 100% of your flu shot.)

Connie Boyle
541-508-1500
Box 615 Sisters, OR 97759

WINNEMUCCA, NV 
NEW YEAR’S TOUR 

DEC. 30-JAN. 2 | $154 PPDO
4 days/3 nights, receive $15 in food 

coupons and $15 free slot play.

RIVER CRUISE
MARCH 21-29, 2021

STARTING AT $3,298 PPDO
Includes air, taxes, transfer, 

one pre-night, shore excursions!

BRANSON, MO IN 
THE SPRINGTIME!

APRIL 13-20, 2021 | $2,424 PPDO
Includes air, taxes, transfers, 7 nights, 
14 meals. During the Country Music 

Fest weekend! It’s a HUGE weekend for 
entertainers with 10-12 shows each day!

ALASKA CRUISE
MAY 23-JUNE 2, 2021 

STARTING AT $2,899 PPDO
Includes air, taxes, transfers, 3 pre-nights, 

free gratuities, free premium beverage 
package, free on-board credit!

VICTORIA, B.C.
SEPT. 18-22, 2021 | $1,649 PPDO*
Includes air, taxes, transfers, 4 nights at 
Embassy Inn, 4 breakfasts, Victoria City/

Butchart Gardens/Craidarroch Castle 
tours, High Tea at The Empress.

GRAND CANYON
OCT. 2-6, 2021

STARTING AT $1,999 PPDO*
Includes air, taxes, transfers, 2 nights 

Amtrak, 2 nights land, Hollywood-area 
tours, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners.
* Price subject to air availability

FRIDAYS FOR FUTURE
2ND & 4TH FRIDAY – EACH MONTH

Join us 3-4 p.m. at the intersection of 
Hwy. 20 (Cascade Ave.) & Larch Streets

DEMAND ACTION ON CLIMATE CRISES

Sidewalks only • Bring your masks & signs

Open 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

175 N. Larch St.

541-549-6114

hardtailsoregon.com
Facebook darcymacey

4

HAPPY HOUR
3 to 6 p.m.

Monday-Friday

OPEN FOR 
BREAKFAST

9 a.m.


