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SPRD: Restrictions
have challenged
recreation staff

Continued from page 3

community to know how
grateful she is that the local
option levy was approved by
the voters, helping to sustain
SPRD through this difficult
time.

Better Together in Bend
helped secure some emer-
gency funding for youth ser-
vice providers in the area,
including SPRD. Holland
added they were also able to
get some COVID-19-related
funding for things like clean-
ing supplies and some staff
support.

At one point, Holland and
the new business manager,
Sarah Hiatt, were the only
staff left in the building. In
late May, they were able to
hire back Jason Huber, rec-
reation coordinator. Because
of program cancellations,
the revenue just isn’t there
to bring all of the staff back
right now. However, they are
currently hiring for a num-
ber of contract and part-time
positions which are listed
on the SPRD website. The
eventual staff makeup will
be designed for the size and
needs of the community.
Over the summer, the staff
that remained wore many
hats, with the preschool staff
running the day camps they
could offer.

Youth service agencies
are highly regulated when it
comes to COVID-19 restric-
tions and guidelines because
of the range of ages served
and the variety of programs
and classes offered. Because
SPRD has to follow eight dif-
ferent sector guidelines, they
have to default to the strictest
guidelines, which limits what
they are able to offer.

“We’ve been truly
impacted by the number
of programs canceled due
to COVID-19 guidelines,”
Holland explained. “This
summer we could only do
a few day camps, and after
only two weeks, we had to
cancel the softball program.”

This fall, any of the pro-
grams they will be offering
will have caps on the number
of participants able to enroll.
For example, there are three
classrooms for the preschool
program. Two will be able
to accommodate 10 students
and the third one could even-
tually take 20 students.

“We have had to be really
creative in how to stay in
touch with our patrons,” said
Holland. And the effort has
paid off, as she explained,
“I am really grateful to live
in Sisters. We are getting
compliments on our main-
taining communication with
the community and keeping
some programs going.”

Prior to COVID-19,
Huber had his entire fall
sports program laid out, but
those plans have changed.

Instead, he will be run-
ning the “Outlaws Training
Program,” which will offer
skills and drills and condi-
tioning programs for foot-
ball and soccer. The soccer
skills will be offered for first
through eighth graders and
the flag football is designed
for first through fifth grades.
SPRD is working with the
Sisters School District to
ensure their programs will
match what is being offered
in the schools. Programs
will be run according to the
OSAA guidelines.

Several adult classes are
currently occurring: Zumba
via Zoom, and Shannon
Rackowski’s Stretch and
Flex at Coffield Center.
More will be added as the
pandemic threat lessens.

Holland indicated, “We
have been working hard
behind the scenes to run pro-
grams that meet the needs of
the community and to slowly
get more programs off the
ground. Everyone has been
so supportive.”

She went on, “I think
we’ll be sitting in a pretty
decent position when every-
thing is back up and running.
In the beginning we may
have to keep our number of
participants lower to meet
people’s comfort levels.”

LL  Ithinkwe'llbe
sitting in a pretty decent
position when everything
is back up and running.

— Jennifer Holland

With the elementary
school opening this past
Monday, the Kids Club will
start up on October 5 or later,
depending on staff. This is
the before- and after-school
program at the elementary
school gym for kindergarten
through third-grade students.
Registration is taking place
this week.

Camp SPRD is for fourth-
through sixth-graders,
Monday through Friday, 8
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., offered
until winter break, or until
Sisters Middle School opens
its doors for on-campus
learning. Camp is scheduled
to begin October 12, based
on securing staff.

SPRD board member,
Bob Keefer, was elected to
serve as the president of the
board of directors, with Jeff
Tryens taking the vice-presi-
dent position. Heath Foott is
deployed with the National
Guard but receives regular
updates. Peggy Tehan and
Rosemary Vasquez are the
other board members.

“Our board members are
truly advocates for services
and programs for kids and
adults,” Holland said. “In
these difficult times they
shared their insights from
previous experiences.”
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ACROSS
1 Crash into
4 Skin lotion
ingredients
9 Bang shut
13 Grew gray
15 Rip hider
16 Largest
Caribbean island
17 Diminish
18 TV’s “Orange ___
New Black”
19 U-__; rental
truck
20 Reagan, to
Carter
22 Stringed
instrument
23 Nuts
24 Feel remorse
about
26 One of many on
a zebra
29 Captains of small
boats
34 Small appliances
35 Some
Scandinavians
36 In a_, bored by Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews
routine
37 __away; DOWN — Last Week’s Puzzle Solved —
disappear 1 Red and chafed A
gradually 2 Turkish chief
38 Hemingway’s titles L
“The Sun 3 Waiter’s offering L
Also __ 4 Per person E
39 Bull: Sp. 5 Cowboy’s rope G
40 Even score 6 Baseball’s Mel &
41 Sign of life his kin I S
42 Actor Romero 7 Audio engineer’s A T
43 Disheveled concern N E
45 Exclusively 8 Cooking wines Cc A
46 “__aMad, 9 Carry; haul E K
Mad, Mad, Mad 10 Lanai banquet
World” 11 Lie next to D K
47 Pass out cards 12 One with a beard R|A N
48 __-ran; loser 14 Turn down 1[N I
51 Dreadful 21 Law enforcers NIC F
56 Not counterfeit 25 Follow-__; 2nd
57 Forgo doctor’s appts., G E E
voluntarily often Ro0R0 Teune Content Agency, LLC
58 Basis for financial 26 Uses a strainer ¢
aid 27 Mountain road 41 Teacher’s favorite 50 Long tale
60 Epiphany 28 Roper’s event 42 “__ Miner’s 52 Transparent
visitors 29 Disrespectful Daughter”; rectangle
61 Playful prank 30 Part of the leg Spacek film 53 Gyro bread
62 Boarding pass 31 Uneven 44 Fiddle 54 Just around the
info, often 32 Part of RFD 45 Pick corner
63 Wingtip-to-wingtip 33 “West Side __” 47 Bette or Ossie 55“__ grip!;
distance 35 Pickle variety 48 Weapons cry to the
64 Bread ingredient 38 Flies the coop 49 “Look before hysterical
65 Actor Romano 39 Meaningful you _ " 59 Actress Susan
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