Wednesday, September 16, 2020 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon 29

TREE CUTTING:
Contact City before
doing any cutting

Continued from page 1

did not hold a current City
business license at the time
the tree was cut down and
faces a $100 fine for that
infraction.

The healthy tree was
deemed to contribute to the
city landscape by providing
shade control, positive effect
on property values, and gen-
eral aesthetics. A formula,
developed by the Council
of Tree and Landscape
Appraisers (CTLA) that
derives an appraised value
from a loss of or damage to a
tree, was used to determine a
dollar amount for restitution.
The formula includes the
basic minimum replacement
cost, the cross-sectional area,
the species of the tree, as
well as the tree’s condition
and location. The formula
used by the City Forester,
Dan Galecki, indicated that
the total value of the tree
came to $26,365.

Section 8.15.180(2) of
the Sisters Municipal Code
prohibits trimming or cut-
ting trees in the right-of-way
without first obtaining the
City’s permission. Violation
of that code makes a person
subject to a fine not to exceed
$500 per violation. On top of
the fine is the actual value of
the removed tree determined
by the above formula.

The part of the law the
City is not enforcing in this
case is the Oregon Revised
Statute (ORS) 108.810,
which states that any per-
son who unlawfully removes
trees from the property of
another, which includes trees
within public right-of-way,
is liable to the tree owner for
three times the value of the
removed tree. According to
that same statute, a timber
trespasser may also be liable
for investigation costs, court
costs, attorney fees, and
reforestation expenses.

Upon receipt of the
demand letter, the home-
owner contacted the City,
admitted he was in the
wrong, wanted to make
things right with the City,
and avoid legal costs. He
and City Manager Cory
Misley had several meetings
and reached what was deter-
mined to be an equitable
compromise. Misley tried
repeatedly to reach Cascade
Tree Works and has only
been able to have a brief
conversation.

Cascade Tree Works
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Huge Cascade Mountain views on 33+ acres with pond and water
rights. Home has cathedral ceilings, chef’s kitchen, 555+ bottle
wine room, master suite and office on main level, and outdoor
living area. Elite horse facility has 2 state-of-the-art barns, office,
guest quarters, and room for your car collection!

Suzanne Carvlin, Broker | Patty Cordoni, Principal Broker
818.216.8542 | suzanne.carvlin@cascadesir.com
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ELITE EQUESTRIAN FACILITY
5BD |4 BA| 5,485 SF | $2,920,000
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2889 NW WILLIAMS LOOP
3BD|2BA|2,134 SF| $605,000

Unobstructed Panoramic Cascade Mountain views on 4.91 acres!
Enjoy sunset views from Mt. Bachelor to Mt. Jefferson from the
comfort of your overstuffed chair. Bring your family and live the
private, country life. Plenty of room for RV parking and all your toys!
Great room has vaulted ceilings to capture the views of 8 peaks.

Ellen Wood, Broker
541.588.0033 | ellen.wood@cascadesir.com
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Stop by and visit with Tiana Van Landuyt & Shelley Marsh.
220 S. Pine St., Ste. 102 | 541-548-9180

stated that if the City
demanded the full $26,865
amount, they would involve
their lawyers and that was
the last word from them. At
this time, it is not known if
the homeowner has worked
out any kind of agreement
with the tree service.

The City and the home-
owner reached a settle-
ment agreement stating that
the property owner will
pay the City $13,431.50
in two equal payments of
$6,716.50 each, one payable
now and the other no later
than November 30, 2020.
City Council approved the
settlement agreement at last
week’s meeting.

There are well over a
thousand trees in the City
that are in the public right-
of-way and inventoried by
the City Forester, noting
their location, size, species,
and health. There are thou-
sands more on private prop-
erty, many of them signifi-
cant trees (based on size and
age).

At last week’s Council
meeting, Mayor Chuck Ryan
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CUSTOM HOME & SUPREME SHOP
4BD |3 BA| 3,044 SF|2.17 AC | $1,195,000

Custom, lodge-style home on 2.17 acres with a 4,630 square foot
dream shop! Main home is single level with an upstairs bonus area
and bedroom. Great room with cathedral ceiling and cook’s kitchen
with pantry. 200-amp shop has 12-X10-foot &and 9X10-foot RV roll-
up doors, 7,000-pound 4-post lift, and air compressor.

Suzanne Carvlin, Broker | Patty Cordoni, Principal Broker
818.216.8542 | suzanne.carvlin@cascadesir.com
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Mark Morzov, Broker

expressed his frustration
over the loss of another big
ponderosa.

“I don’t want this (the
unpermitted cutting of a tree)
to happen again,” he stated.

Over the winter, Misley
said the City will look at
revising/tightening the City
code pertaining to trees.
Councilor Andrea Blum sug-
gested requiring citizens to
obtain a tree cutting permit
and a list of City-licensed
arborists. When site plans
are submitted for approval,
the builder must submit a
map indicating which trees
they plan to remove. That
site is subject to inspection
by City staff or the City
Forester to see if those slated
for removal really need to be
removed and those remain-
ing are being protected from
damage.

The unlawful cutting of
significant trees is not a new
phenomenon in Sisters, but
the City is intent from here
on out on enforcing the code
and fining violators.

The word from City
Hall is abundantly clear.

According to Misley, if a
citizen or builder wishes
to cut down any tree, for
any reason, whether on pri-
vate or public land, the first
thing to do is contact Nicole
Mardell, senior planner, to
notify her of their desire for
tree removal and ask per-
mission in writing or email.
Depending on the situation,
they may be granted immedi-
ate permission. In other situ-
ations, a representative from
the City may come out to
visually assess the situation.
In some cases, permission or
denial may be required from
the Urban Forestry Board.
With steady growth in
population and increased
building in the City, plus dis-
ease, drought, and age claim-
ing a number of the pondero-
sas, more trees in town are
facing necessary removal.
Sisters takes pride in its
urban forest and has received
the designation of Tree City
USA for 10 years. The trees
in town, particularly the tow-
ering ponderosas, are consid-
ered an integral part of the
ambiance of Sisters.
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PATTY CORDONI
541.771.0931
patty.cordoni@cascadesir.com

Principal Broker
Residential Sales, Farm and Ranch Division
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290 E CASCADE AVENUE | SISTERS

PARK SETTING & DELUXE RV SHOP
4BD|2.5BA| 3,457 SF| $1,189,500

Suzanne Carvlin, Broker | Patty Cordoni, Principal Broker
818.216.8542 | suzanne.carvlin@cascadesir.com
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HORSE PROPERTY ON 9.5 ACRES
ZONED TO BUILD | CORNER LOT | $397,000

Mountain views! Perfectly located between Sisters and Bend in the
heart of Central Oregon. A fantastic horse property with trees to
seclude your home and riding area. Only 1.3 miles to plenty of BLM.
No HOA, no CCRs. The MUA10 zoning = ready to build. Electrical
power at street, standard septic approved in 1991.

307.690.7799 | mark.morzov@cascadesir.com

Craftsman home on 4.85 acres. Living room, family room, office,
dining room, breakfast area, cook’s kitchen, and butler pantry. All
appliances and mounted TVs included! Covered deck and waterfall.
3,220 square foot RV Shop with an office, guest area, kitchenette,
14 baths, and more! Private park on Whychus Creek.

541.588.6614

Chris Scott
Broker
541.999.5614
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Broker
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Phil Arends
Principal Broker
Black Butte Ranch
541.420.9997

Jonathan Hicks
Principal Broker
865.335.6104

Sandy Goodsell
Principal Broker
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Ellen Wood
Broker
541.588.0033

Mark Morzov
Broker
Farm, Ranch, Vineyard Division
307.690.7799

Patty Cordoni
Principal Broker
Residential & Ranch

Marcea DeGregorio
Broker
Farm, Ranch, Vineyard Division
541.408.5134

Joanna Cooley
Broker

541.588.0886
541.771.0931
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