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Care-A-Vanner couples who 
recently worked on a Sisters 
Habitat home in the Village 
Meadows neighborhood.

Cindy and Peter Cambrier 
(and their Vizsla puppy, Lily) 
spent two weeks working on 
a home-build here in Sisters. 
They have been full-time 
RVers and Sisters Habitat 
volunteers for six years. 
Originally from Michigan, 
they discovered Sisters while 
on their way to visit their 
grown children in Portland. 
A secondary draw to Sisters 
is the great fly-fishing rivers 
nearby.

While talking about how 
much they love this area, 
Cindy said, <Local volun-
teers are incredible and are 
very welcoming. They seem 
happy to see us! The vol-
unteers we9ve met are such 
good people who care about 
their community. The local 
full-time volunteers blow our 
minds with their dedication to 
building homes in all types of 
weather, all year long.=

Peter describes his wife 
as a <professional volunteer= 
who has done unpaid profes-
sional work with hospice, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, raised 
money for food banks, and 
was a former Michigan State 
board member for the League 
of Women Voters.

B e f o r e  h i s  r e t i r e -
ment, Peter worked for the 
ShoreBank of Chicago, a 
small business lender that 
worked with nonprofit loans.

Cindy said that Habitat9s 
mission of building homes is 
very meaningful for her. She 
saw her mom struggle as a 
renter dealing with higher and 
higher rents while raising a 
family on her own. Her mom 
always said that if she owned 
a house, she would <feel 
secure.= Cindy said she <feels 
for people raising a family 
living on the edge.=

As full-time RVers, they 
often miss the sense of com-
munity that they had in own-
ing a home in a city. Habitat 
for  Humanity Care-A-
Vanners helps fill that void.

Dan and Susie Campaña 
are Habitat Care-a-Vanners 
from Southern California who 
travel throughout the United 
States and Canada helping 
build Habitat for Humanity 
homes. But that is only part of 
their story.

Dan is a college profes-
sor who teaches philosophy 
and religious philosophy. 
His wife, Susie, is a self-pro-
claimed <professional volun-
teer= who works with youth 
gangs, women9s shelters, and 
homeless issues in south Los 
Angeles.

They are parents to two 
adult children, a son and a 
daughter, who are following 
their parents9 example and 
generously give of them-
selves to their communities. 

Two years ago, mother and 
daughter did a home build-
ing trip to Vietnam. Mother 
and son worked on a house 
build in Canada. The family 
has always built or remod-
eled their own homes so 
their children learned how 
to build. When the children 
were growing up, their friends 
wanted to learn how to build 
houses, too.

So, Dan and Susie orga-
nized week-long t r ips 
every year (for 19 years!) 
to an orphanage in Tijuana, 
Mexico, where they built 
or repaired whatever was 
needed. Dan and Susie had 
one requirements of their chil-
dren9s friends 4 the friends9 
parents also had to go with 
them and participate and 
learn.

Dan9s profession gives him 
the summers off, so they load 
up the motorhome and lend 
their skills to building homes 
with Habitat for Humanity 
around the country. Although 
the usual Care-a-Vanner trav-
els in a large group of other 
committed builders for two 
weeks each year, another 
exception to the 8large group9 
rule, the Campanãs, often 
travel on their own and 
work as long as their sched-
ule allows. Dan and Susie 

have been working in Sisters 
for the last five weeks now, 
their seventh year volunteer-
ing with Sisters Habitat for 
Humanity. They heard about 
Sisters Habitat while volun-
teering in Tillamook. Once 
they visited Sisters, they 
loved it! They said <Everyone 
here is so welcoming!=

They9ve been building 
Habitat homes since 2007 
when they went to Slidell, 
Louisiana during the home 
rebuilding phase following 
Hurricane Katrina. They said 
there were hundreds of people 
working together to get folks 
back into homes. Volunteers 
in enormous mobile kitchens 
prepared and fed them the 
most amazing Southern food 
every day. They also partici-
pated in the rebuilding efforts 
following Hurricane Sandy in 
New Jersey in 2012

The Campañas love 
Habitat and its volunteers. 
They said that they have not 
only built homes; they have 
also built many friendships 
along the way. Susie said: 
<We are so grateful for what 
we have, we want to give 
back.= When they have extra 
time between builds, they stop 
in a town and ask if they have 
a Habitat ReStore. If so, they 
volunteer their time there.

VOLUNTEERS:  

Care-A-Vanners make 

Sisters a regular stop
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Cindy and Peter Cambrier worked on a Habitat build in Sisters.
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Experts say the Pacific 
Northwest could be in for 
a busy wildfire season this 
summer and the American 
Red Cross needs volunteers 
to help in local communities.

<The coronavirus pan-
demic will make it challeng-
ing to deploy trained disaster 
volunteers from other parts 
of the country should a large 
emergency occur in Oregon 
or Southwest Washington. In 
light of this, the Red Cross 
is asking you to be ready to 
help your community,= said 
Rebecca Marshall, Regional 
Disaster Officer, Red Cross 
Cascades Region. <Train 
now to be a Red Cross vol-
unteer and answer the call to 
help if the need arises here in 
our region.=

There is a special need for 
volunteers to support shel-
tering efforts. Because of 
COVID-19, the Red Cross is 
placing those needing a safe 
place to stay in emergency 
hotel lodging when possible. 
If hotel stays aren9t possible, 
then the Red Cross will open 
traditional shelters. To help 
keep people safe, the Red 
Cross has put in place addi-
tional precautions and devel-
oped special training for the 
workforce.

They need volunteers to 
help staff shelter reception, 
registration, feeding, dormi-
tory, information collection 
and other vital tasks. 

If you are an RN, LPN, 
LVN, APRN, NP, EMT, para-
medic, MD/DO or PA with 
an active, current and unen-
cumbered license, the Red 
Cross needs your support. 

Volunteers are needed in 
shelters to help assess peo-
ple9s health. Daily observa-
tion and health screening 
for COVID-19-like illness 
among shelter residents may 
also be required. RNs super-
vise all clinical tasks.

Roles are also avail-
able for Certified Nursing 
Assistants, Certified Home 
Health Aides, student nurses 
and medical students. Red 
Cross needs volunteers who 
can provide care as dele-
gated by a licensed nurse in 
shelters. This could include 
assisting with activities of 
daily living, personal assis-
tance services, providing 
health education and help-
ing to replace medications, 
durable medical equipment 
or consumable medical 
supplies.

If you are interested in 
helping our community 
should a disaster occur, 
visit www.redcross.org/ 
volunteertoday or con-
tact our regional offices at  
v o l u n t e e r . c a s c a d e s @ 
redcross.org.

Review the CDC guid-
ance for people who are at 
higher risk for severe illness, 
consult your health care 
provider, and follow local 
guidance.

Red Cross seeks 
volunteers for fire season

See NuggetNews.com for 
BREAKING NEWS
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BE SAFE IN THE

 CURVES THIS 

SUMMER!
BRAKE INSPECTION •  ADJUSTMENT • REPAIR

CONCEALED CARRY 

PERMIT CLASS

For more information:

www.FirearmTrainingNW.com
FirearmTrainingNW@gmail.com | 360-921-2071

MULTI-STATE

August 4 • 6 p.m. 
Best Western Ponderosa Lodge• 500 Hwy. 20 W., Sisters

MULTI-STATE $80 including Oregon 
OREGON ONLY $45 (Valid in Washington)

Class size 
limited. Safety 

measures in place.

Dr. Thomas R. Rheuben
~ Serving Sisters Since 1993 ~

541-549-0109  |  304 W. Adams Ave.  |  Sisters

Please call for an appointment as we will 
be prescreening patients prior to treatment.

Say Aaahhh...

We’re OPEN
& practicing 

again on a 
limited 

basis!

OUR DINING ROOM 
IS NOW OPEN!

Sun-Thurs 11-9 • Fri-Sat 11-9:30 
Menu at SistersSaloon.net 

541-549-RIBS | 190 E. Cascade Ave.


