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Attorney launches practice in Sisters

By Lisa May

Correspondent

Planning for one’s own
death is not an activity that
most of us look forward to.
Yet if you have spent a life-
time saving, investing, build-
ing a business, purchasing
life insurance or otherwise
providing for the future, do
you want the State of Oregon
to decide how to distribute
your assets to your heirs? Or
would you prefer to make
those decisions yourself? In
addition, you may desire to
make the administration of
your estate as easy as possi-
ble for your loved ones dur-
ing a time of grief.

These are some reasons
to enlist a professional estate
planner.

Patricia Nelson started
Two Spruce Law in Bend
in late 2016 after being a
part of other law offices in
Central Oregon for 25 years.
Her firm focuses on estate
planning (including both
wills and trusts), probate
and trust administration. As
John Myers was finishing
up law school at Willamette
University in Salem in 2019,
he and his wife, Melissa,
were taking a long look at
Sisters as a desirable place
to live. John had participated
in a unique clinical program
for estate planning before
leaving school. Not only
did he excel in the program,
but John found that he had
a passion for the specialty.
The career services office at
Willamette pointed Myers to
Nelson as a resource and by
October 2019, he had settled
in working at Two Spruce
Law in Bend.

The community of Sisters
is a great fit for the Myers
because they both grew up in
small towns. They purchased
a home in Sisters this March
and in April, John opened the
Sisters office of Two Spruce
Law, specializing in estate
planning. As he said, one
goal is to “open up the oppor-
tunity to not have to drive to
Bend for estate planning” for
those who live in Sisters.

With a proper estate plan,
one can avoid the State mak-
ing decisions for you and
minimize the impact of taxes
on the estate. Nelson and
Myers agree that not every-
one needs a will because
in the simplest situations
Oregon statutes do fill the
gaps through the probate
process. Even having a will
does not avoid the expensive
months-long probate process,
during which the records of
assets and beneficiaries are
public. Creating and funding
a trust manages the transfer
of assets without the waiting
period or public records of
probate. In addition, if your
total assets — including your
home, business, investments,
and life insurance benefits
— add up to over $1 million,

you could be facing a unnec-
essary tax burden without an
estate plan.

Myers’ very recent train-
ing combines with Nelson’s
25 years of experience to
give clients a strong package.

“We really care about
people and their families and
we want the plans to work

ut,” Myers explained.

The attorneys at Two
Spruce have learned to ask
the probing questions that
are necessary to uncover how

‘ ‘ We really care
about people and their
families and we want the
plans to work out.

— John Myers

best to consider everyone
involved in the administra-
tion of a plan. For example,
just because a child is your
oldest, is he/she the best per-
sonality or position in the
family dynamics to take on
a legal role in the midst of
grieving the loss of a family
member? Myers has expe-
rience in helping to run his
family’s wine business and
he has a good grasp of fam-
ily dynamics in a business
situation. The goal is to help
families come out with stron-
ger bonds after the estate has
been administered. Myers
said they are “looking for
opportunities to build those
relationships” throughout the
process.

Outside of the office,
Myers loves the trails in
Sisters and he hopes to get
involved with Sisters Trails
Alliance, as well as some
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John Myers, with Patricia Nelson, has opened an estate-planning practice

in Sisters.

involvement with the Sisters
City Council. He said, “we
enjoy the small-town feel and
the opportunities it affords to
make a big difference.”

You might meet Myers
on the trail, but you can also
visit www.twosprucelaw.com
to see how he can help you
plan for your family’s future.

CLIMATE STRIKE
SISTERS

2nd & 4th Fridays of every month
3:00 - 4:00
Intersection of Hwy 20 (Cascade) & Larch Street
Sidewalks only - Bring your signs

SGYCLING:

CUTIT HIGH AND
LETIT LIE

®

Rethink about it! Grasscycling
saves on yard chores, keeps grass and
plastic lawn bags out of the landfill
and helps your lawn grow thicker and
healthier. Learn more about grass
clippings and mulch mowing on our
website, just in time for Summer!

RethinkWasteProject.org RETHINKWASTE
CUSTOM FENCES, DECKS & PAVERS

Locally Owned, Craftsman Built

Residential & Commercial
Custom Ranch & Domestic Privacy Fencing
Decks « Pavers « Gates | Stain & Paint -+ Repair

Ei FREE ESTIMATES & COMPETITIVE PRICING @

www.SistersFenceGCompany.com

Paulina Springs Books has teamed up with
Madison Books of Seattle, Washington and
Country Bookshelf of Bozeman, Montana
to create

Books in Common NW:
A Regional Literary Event Series

presenting virtual author events every
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. View the full
calendar and register to attend at
booksincommonNW.com.

Thursday 7/2: ELIZABETH GEORGE
(Mastering the Process),
in conversation with IONA WHISHA
(A Match Made for Murder)

Thursday 7/9: PHILLIP MARGOLIN
(A Reasonable Doubt)

Thursday 7/16: KENDRA ATLEEWORK
(Miracle Country)

Thursday 7/23: ERICA BARNETT
(Quitter), in conversation with
DAVID SCHMADER

Thursday 7/30: STEVE OLSON
(The Apocolypse Factory),
in conversation with SHARMA SHIELDS
(The Cassandra)

Thursday 8/6: LARRY WATSON
(The Lives of Edie Pritchard)
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