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past two hundred plus years 
disproportionately harm peo-
ple of color. It is not only our 
constitutional right to speak 
out against this system but 
also our duty.=

Molly Jones is another 
Sisters resident who has been 
active with the group in try-
ing to raise local awareness 
of issues relating to racial 
inequality.

<Our town has a lot of tour-
ism traffic. I feel it9s our duty 
as a community to make sure 
all people who visit and live 
in our town are safe, valued, 
and respected here,= Jones 
said. <By having weekly ral-
lies and weekly conversations 
our community is continuing 
to discuss and bring atten-
tion to inequity and racism in 
our town and work towards 
solutions.=

Oregon has a rather dark 
history when it comes to 
issues of race (see related 
story, this page). As recently 
as 2002, in an Oregon refer-
endum, 29 percent of Oregon 
voters opposed removing rac-
ist language from Oregon9s 
Constitution. Opposition was 
greatest in counties on the east 
side of the Cascades, which 
serves to underscore Jones 
and Fisher9s concern about 
raising awareness here.

<At the first rally I attended 
in Sisters,= Jones said, <I 
engaged in conversations 
with folks who objected to 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. It9s within these dif-
ficult conversations that our 
community has the power to 
change. We are a small town, 
we know our neighbors; we 
can9t go to the store without 
running into someone we 
know. Those are the exact 
ways our community has the 
power to change.

<We can9t hide from the 
inequity and racism that hap-
pen right here in Sisters. We 
have the power to create an 
inclusive and safe commu-
nity for all. I urge all of you 
to continue listening, learning, 
and showing up for the Black 
Lives Matter movement and 
advocating for social justice 
right here in our community.=

Fisher says that public 
feedback has been over-
whelmingly positive.

<I9m getting a lot of love 
out here,= she said. <People are 
supportive for the most part.=

She is a bit puzzled by the 
occasional obscenities and 

middle fingers, though, which 
she says are invariably linked 
to pro-Trump political rants. 
She wonders if these people 
really do oppose equality or 
actually believe that Black 
lives do not matter.

Occasionally, someone 
will argue that all lives matter.

<Of course that9s true,= 
she says, <but the importance 
of white lives is taken for 
granted in our society, with-
out the realization that Black 
lives are simultaneously being 
marginalized.=

Further information about 
the group can be found on 
Facebook at Sisters Fight 
Against Racial Inequality. 
They define themselves as: 
<A group dedicated to fight-
ing racial inequality in Sisters, 
Oregon, and beyond.= The 
group attracted more than 
100 followers. Information on 
how to participate, volunteer, 
or staff the demonstration cor-
ner can be found on the page.

<For too long, I was silent,= 
Fisher said, <but I can9t be 
anymore. I have to stand up 
and do something for my own 
ethics and morality.=
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Many Oregonians have 
the impression that racism is 
not an issue in Oregon, and 
there are reasons for that. 
Oregon ranks 42nd among 
the states in its percentage 
of Black population, with 
only 2 to 3 percent.

Many Oregonians, espe-
cially in rural areas, seldom 
even see a Black person; 
and it turns out that there 
is a reason for that, too. In 
fact, it was by design.

In order to avoid the 
racial turmoil afflicting the 
rest of the country, Oregon9s 
founders sought to avoid all 
that fuss by simply creat-
ing what some envisioned 
as an all-white utopia. So, 
in 1844, the first exclu-
sion law was passed which 
made it illegal to be Black 
in Oregon, excluding <any 
Negro or Mulatto= from 
the territory. Violators were 
subject to penalties such 
as fines and periodic flog-
ging. When Oregon was 
admitted to the Union in 
1859, Oregon was the only 
state with a Black exclusion  
law.

Although such laws 
were rendered invalid by 
the 14th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution in 1868, 
they remained on Oregon9s 
books until 1926, when they 
were formally removed dur-
ing that year9s election. 

Still, 37 percent of Oregon 
voters voted against rescind-
ing those racist laws. This 
was at a time when the Ku 
Klux Klan had established 
a significant presence in 
the state, and some histori-
ans claim that Oregon had 
the highest per-capita KKK 
membership of any state in 
the Union.

Blacks were not the only 
target of Oregon9s white 
supremacists. While there 
has been much recent pub-
licity surrounding Tulsa9s 
massacre of its Black popu-
lation in 1921, Oregon had 
its own racist massacre in 
1887, when a gang of whites 
murdered 34 Chinese gold 
miners in eastern Oregon. 
In spite of multiple wit-
nesses and confessions, no 
one was ever punished for 
the crime. The killing site 
on the Snake River is now 
named Chinese Massacre  
Cove.

In  1869 ,  the  15 th 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was drafted and 

passed, giving Black men 
(all races, actually) the right 
to vote. The amendment 
was ratified by the requisite 
number of states and took 
effect the very next year. 
Oregon was not one of the 
states to ratify; and it would 
take Oregon 90 years to 
catch up and formally ratify 
that amendment, an action 
which did not take place 
until Oregon9s Centennial in 
1959.

Oregon laws restrict-
ing intermarriage and real 
estate ownership continued 
to affect Blacks, Asians, and 
Native Americans into the 
1950s and 960s.

As recently as 2002, 
Oregon voters were asked 
to remove racist language 
from Oregon9s Constitution. 
While the measure passed in 
all of Oregon9s 36 counties, 
the amendment was still 
opposed by 29 percent of 
Oregon9s voters. The coun-
ties where the vote was clos-
est were all on the east side 
of the Cascades. 
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