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Oregon Department of 
Education (ODE) Chief 
Colt Gill led a digital press 
conference on Wednesday, 
June 10 outlining <Ready 
Schools, Safe Learners,= a 
plan developed by the Oregon 
Health Authority, ODE, and 
Governor Kate Brown, which 
includes the preliminary guid-
ance for school re-opening in 
the fall of 2020. 

Governor Kate Brown has 
also created a Healthy School 
Reopening Council that will 
contribute guidance over the 
weeks ahead. 

After shutting down in 
mid-March and relying on 
distance learning for the 
remainder of the school year, 
educational, health, and gov-
ernment leaders are looking 
for how to provide quality 
education for next school 
year while keeping students, 
teachers, and families safe 
from health risks due to 
COVID-19. 

Gill acknowledged that it 
won9t be a <one size fits all= 
situation for schools across 
the state. 

The guidance document 
states: <These individual 
plans will necessarily look 
different from community to 
community, as each school 
in Oregon serves diverse 
communities with distinct 
strengths and needs, each has 
unique physical structures, 
each includes different staff 
make-ups and local bargain-
ing agreements, each has 
experienced varying degrees 
of impact from COVID-
19 outbreaks, and each has 
access to various levels of 
readiness to respond to an 
outbreak.= 

Gill9s press conference 
represented the first of four 
informational pushes that will 

take place before school starts 
as plans are updated. The rest 
are scheduled for June 30, 
July 21, and August 11. 

The Ready Schools/Safe 
Learners guideline, though 
comprehensive, raised further 
questions from media listen-
ing in on the press confer-
ence. School officials have a 
lot of questions to answer as 
well. 

Gill said from the out-
set <to accomplish all this 
in a time like this, in a chal-
lenging time like this, we all 
need to innovate. It is going 
to take a lot of creativity and 
thoughts to operate school in 
the fall.=

That became clear as Gill 
moved through the highlights 
of the guideline, which states 
<Each public school will 
work under the direction of 
the school district to develop 
an Operational Blueprint for 
Reentry that is tailored to the 
local context and informed by 
local needs.=

For example, low popu-
lation schools might have 
an easier time of dealing 
with social distancing within 
classrooms than schools with 
more students.

Regardless, the mainstay 
of reducing potential exposure 
are universal, including social 
distancing, hand hygiene, 
creating small group cohorts, 
using protective equipment 
(face shields, face cover-
ings, barriers), environmental 

cleaning, isolation of the sick 
and quarantine of exposed 
people, and recognizing that 
outdoor activities are safer 
than indoor. 

Simply tackling the social 
distancing aspect of the 
guidelines alone raises many 
questions. The guidelines 
require 35 square feet per stu-
dent so schools are faced with 
taking room measurements 
and figuring class sizes. The 
cohort concept includes lim-
iting the number of groups 
that students move through. 
Addit ionally,  questions 
remain about how students 
will be transported given 
challenges of social distanc-
ing on buses. 

Gill emphasized that the 
immediate work for school 
districts lies in preparation for 
the fall. Districts are expected 
to work closely with county 
health authorities as they for-
mulate strategies for safety. 
He acknowledged that form-
ing teams within districts to 
do this work is a challenge 
since most employees are not 
on year-round contracts. 

Given that most of Oregon 
just entered Phase 2 of re-
opening, Gill underlined 
that inviting 580,000 pub-
lic school students back into 
school buildings creates an 
obvious challenge. Private 
schools are also required 
to follow all the safety 
guidelines. 

School districts will be 

making plans for safe on-site 
learning, while also prepar-
ing to instruct students safely 
part-time on site and off site 
(hybrid) or fully off site (if 
necessary). 

If instruction is done off 
site, it will be much more 
comprehensive than what 
schools were required from 
this spring9s <distance learn-
ing,= according to Gill. 
<There will be a higher level 
of daily interaction between 
teachers and students,= he 
said. 

ODE updates in the com-
ing weeks will bring more 
clarity to the situation and 
Sisters School superintendent 
Curt Scholl, along with build-
ing administrators and other 
team members, will provide 
more specific, local informa-
tion as summer progresses. 

The district is committed 
to doing everything possible 
to meet the needs of Sisters 
students and families, accord-
ing to Scholl. 

The complete 47 page 
< R e a d y  S c h o o l s / S a f e 
Learners document can be 
accessed on the Oregon 
Department of Education 
website at https://www. 
oregon.gov/ode/students-and-
family/healthsafety/Pages/
COVID19.aspx 

How will schools reopen in Oregon next fall?
By Charlie Kanzig
Correspondent

City work crews will 
repave a segment of Hood 
Avenue overnight Thursday to 
Friday, June 25-26.

The Hood Avenue Travel 
Lanes Grind & Inlay Project 
will run from 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 25 to 9 a.m. on 
Friday, June 26. 

According to City of 
Sisters Public Works Project 
Coordinator Troy Rayburn, 
<The goal of the project is to 
improve street surface and 
provide pavement preserva-
tion from South Pine Street to 
South Cedar Street to coincide 
with adjacent parking spaces 
that were previously com-
pleted. <

The project will include 
removal of the top layer of 
asphalt and repaving to pro-
vide a smooth, crack-free 
street surface.

<Public Works has endeav-
ored to minimize adverse 
impact to adjacent businesses 
by doing the work throughout 
the evening and early morn-
ing hours,= Rayburn stated. 
<Businesses that open before 9 
a.m. on Friday, June 26 should 
notify staff, delivery services, 
and anyone else who might 
park on Hood Avenue to park 
on adjacent side streets.=

City plans 
Hood paving

CHECK OUT
THIS WEEK’S 

NUGGET INSERT!

Ray’s 
Food Place

Boneless Beef 
Tri-Tip Roast
$6.99 per lb.

Pup-peroni Dog Treats
$3.49, 5.6 oz. selected

Nature’s Bounty Vitamins
Buy 1, Get 1 Free!

Hot, Lean or Croissant 
Pockets

2 for $5, 9 oz. selected

Large Roma Tomatoes
$1.99 per lb. 

Fuji Apples
$1.79 per lb. 

541-549-9280 | 207 W. Sisters Park Dr. | PonderosaForge.com 

“Your Local Welding Shop”
CCB# 87640

Nothing says quality like 
true hand-forged ironwork

Enhance the look and feel of your home or business 

environment with our hand-crafted iron products.
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2012 TOYOTA PRIUS II 

Bring us your trade-ins 
and low-mileage 
consignments!

One owner, 
sage green, 
alloys, 132k.
50MPG!

Sisters Car Connection
192 W. Barclay Dr., Sisters 
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Sisters Car ConnectionSisters Car Connection
192 W. Barclay Dr., Sisters 

Only  $9,900
Best Price!
No Hassles!
CARFAX Certifi ed!

MEATS • CHEESES • EATERY • DRINKERY

541-719-1186 
110 S. Spruce St.

Open 9AM-6PM Every Day

Excellent meat case!
Beer & wine, too!

DO SOMETHING SPECIAL 
FOR FATHER’S DAY...

IT’S NOT SUMMER 
WITHOUT A JUICY STEAK! 

Our artisans are 3rd-generation meat and smoking 
experts, and we’ll cut your meat to order. We’ve 
got tasty sandwiches and NW craft beer on tap!

Have you tried our Alaskan seafood? The perfect 
addition to a mixed grill feast for Father’s Day!

DAVIS TIRE
Serving Sisters Since 1962

188 W. Sisters Park Dr. In Sisters Industrial Park
541-549-1026

TREAT DAD 

TO A TIRE-KICKIN’ 

GOOD TIME!

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
       Year-round 

FIREWOOD 
SALES

— Kindl ing —
— —

SISTERS 
FOREST PRODUCTS

541-410-4509
SistersForestProducts.com

541-771-5048
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB#181062

ENVIROTECH

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

16 years in  

   Sisters!

Quality Truck-mounted

CARPET CLEANING
Quality Cleaning
Reasonable Prices

— Credit Cards Accepted —


