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Worship...

Chapel in the Pines in Camp Sherman hosted Sunday services
last weekend with the congregation scattered among
pews and out onto the deck to observe physical distancing
protocols. Virtually all in attendance wore masks.
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OHA to distribute
Remdesivir to hospitals

Oregon has received its
first shipments of Remdesivir,
an experimental drug that has
been used to treat patients
hospitalized with severe
COVID-19.

On May 12 and May 15,
Oregon received allotments
of the drug, which has not
been formally approved
by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), but
is being used under a feder-
ally issued Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA).

The EUA allows health
professionals to use the
drug to treat some severely
ill COVID-19 patients
who meet clinical criteria.
Remdesivir was developed
by Gilead Sciences Inc. and
has been tested in patients
with various diseases, such as
Ebola, Middle East respira-
tory syndrome (MERS) and
severe acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS). According
to Gilead’s website, “it is not
known if Remdesivir is safe
and effective for the treatment
of COVID-19.”

Preliminary clinical test-
ing by the National Institute
for Allergy and Infectious
Disease shows that some
patients treated with the drug
experienced faster recoveries.

“The Oregon Health
Authority is committed to
distributing Oregon’s allot-
ment of Remdesivir to
Oregon hospitals for the treat-
ment of patients with severe
COVID-19 in accordance
with the FDA’s Emergency
Use Authorization,” said
Dr. Dana Hargunani, chief
medical officer. “Because of
the experimental nature of
the drug, shared decision-
making between patients and
providers is paramount, and
informed consent must be

obtained prior to its use.”

Preliminary results,
released in April, showed that
individuals with advanced
lung disease who received
the drug recovered 31 per-
cent faster than patients who
did not. The study included
1,063 patients. Differences
in the mortality rate were not
statistically significant. Full
study results have not been
published.

Providence St. Vincent and
Providence Portland medical
centers have been approved
for clinical trials of the drug.
More than 30 patients have
been tested.

“Clinical observation by
providers across the board
has been that overall clinical
improvement and in particu-
lar fever resolution, is sped up
by the drug’s administration.
It has varied by the stage of
the patients’ degree of illness
at time of presentation. Those
findings were confirmed in
the recent preliminary data
release by Gilead last week
— patients were able to
discharge four to five days
sooner with drug therapy.”
said Dr. Tobias Pusch, an
infectious disease physician
at Providence.

The allotments received
by OHA included enough
Remdesivir for 80 patients
to receive a 10-day treatment
course. As of May 16, this is
enough to treat all currently
hospitalized COVID-19
patients who meet eligibil-
ity criteria. OHA anticipates
additional allotments in the
future, although the amount
and timing are not known.

The drug will be distrib-
uted to hospitals immediately
upon notification of an eli-
gible patient and under speci-
fied terms of the EUA.
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ACROSS
1 Most excellent
5 Piece of china
10 Cure-__;
panaceas
14 Michigan or
Titicaca
15 Of the
countryside
16 __ year; 2020,
for one
17 Like eclairs
18 Amass
20 Letters for many
univ. profs.
21 Haughtiness
22 Tendon
23 Heed one’s alarm
clock
25 “Isn't __ Lovely”;
Stevie Wonder
song
26 Soissons sefora
28 Solemn promise
31 Ethiopia’s __
Ababa
32 Thorny shrub
34 Young fellow
36 Shopper’s
destination
37 Kingdom
38 Robin or raven
39 Years lived
40 Military attack
41 __Rica
42 Magazine
bigwig
44 Foamy on top
45 Go bad
46 Line of travel
47 __ pigeon;
informer
50 Harpo or Zeppo
51 Org. for Eagles &
Seahawks
54 Breaking new
ground
57 Rummikub piece
58 Sculpting tool
59 Sudden increase
60 __ even keel
61 Requirement
62 Trusty horse
63 Custard
ingredients

DOWN
1 Minor &
temporary
problem
2 Apiece
3 Fled quickly

—— This Week’s Crossword Sponsors

By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service
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4 One of the
Kennedys
5 Extol
6 Filthy __;ill-
gotten gain
7 Rainbows
8 Aristotle’s “T”
9 “ANightmare
on __ Street”;
1984 film
10 United, as nations
11 Skinny
12 Tardy
13 Gush forth
19 Theater
employee
21 Objectives
24 Word attached to
road or way
25 dunk; sure
thing
26 One of the Three
Bears
27 Old saying
28 Stack
29 Gleaming
30 __-shattering;
momentous
32 Pabst product
33 Old cloth
35 June 6, 1944
37 Funny friend
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38To__;also 48 Wave movement

40 Took without 49 Leak out slowly
permission 50 Deep mud

41 __ofthe matter; 52 National symbol
gist 53 Important camera

43 Pressed part

44 Did a 55 Sulffix for host or
blacksmith’s job prophet

46 “Home onthe __ " 56 Groove

47 Reach across 57 Digit stubbed
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