Longtime friends
launch IT business

By Charlie Kanzig

Correspondent

As seniors in high school
back in 2005-06, Harrison
Womack and Chadbourne
Lovegren both served as
student interns for the now-
well-known IEE (Integrated
Environmental Expedition)
program at Sisters High
School. Working together
to lead students, as well as
adults, on a trip into the Three
Sisters Wilderness and later
on a rafting excursion on the
Deschutes River, along with
the daily work in the class,
deepened their friendship
and gave them a foundation
of confidence that they say

helped them arrive back in
Sisters where they began a
business as partners in an
Information Technology
(IT) company called New
Fathom IT.

Though the pair kept
in contact since their high
school days, both had ven-
tured away from Central
Oregon for work. Womack
says that he had fostered the
idea of joining forces with
Lovegren in one way or
another for quite some time,
coming up with one business
idea or another.

“Every now and then I
would have an idea and get

See NEW FATHOM on page 31

Gassen keeps SPRD
facility running smooth

By Sue Stafford

Correspondent

If something needs fixing
or cleaning around the Sisters
Park and Recreation District’s
Coffield Center, Rita Gassen,
facilities coordinator, is the
go-to person.

She began working at
SPRD four years ago as a
part-time building attendant
and now works full-time
overseeing the cleaning of
the building, the landscap-
ing around the building,

BOARDS, GROUPS, CLUBS

Al-Anon Mon., noon, Shepherd of the
Hills Lutheran Church. / Thurs., 10 a.m.,
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church.
541-549-8737 or 541-549-1527.

Alcoholics Anonymous Thurs. &
Sun., 7 p.m., Episcopal Church of the
Transfiguration / Sat., 8 a.m., Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration / Mon.,

5 p.m., Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church / Big Book study, Tues., noon,
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church /
Gentlemen’s meeting, Wed., 7 a.m.,
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church /

Sober Sisters Women’s meeting, Thurs.,

noon, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church / Step & Tradition meeting, Fri.,
noon, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church. 541-548-0440.

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Caregiver
Support Group 1st Tuesday, noon,
SPRD bldg. 800-272-3900.

Black Butte Ranch Bridge Club
Tuesdays, 12:30 p.m., BBR community
room. Partner required. 541-595-6236.

Central Oregon Fly Tyers Guild
For Saturday meeting dates and
location, email: steelefly@msn.com.

Central OR Spinners and Weavers
Guild One Saturday per month, Jan.
thru Oct. For schedule: 541-639-3217.

Council on Aging of Central Oregon
Senior Lunch Tuesdays, noon, Sisters
Community Church. 541-480-1843.

plumbing issues and, perhaps
most importantly, keeping the
oil-fueled boilers operating
properly.

In her four years at SPRD,
she has worked for four dif-
ferent executive directors
and is really happy with how
everything has turned out.

“I’m proud of the employ-
ees and the organization as

a whole for rising above
past difficulties and keeping
everything going. It shows

See GASSEN on page 30

East of the Cascades Quilt Guild 4th
Wednesday (September-June), Stitchin’
Post. All are welcome. 541-549-6061.

Friends of the Sisters Library Board
of Directors 2nd Tuesday, 9 to 11 a.m.,
Sisters Library.www.sistersfol.com.

Go Fish Fishing Group 3rd Monday,
7 p.m. Sisters Community Church. All
ages welcome. 541-771-2211.

Heartwarmers (fleece blanketmakers)
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 1 p.m., Sisters City
Hall. Materials provided. 541-408-8505.

Hero Quilters of Sisters Thursday, 1 to
4 p.m. 541-549-1028 or 541-719-1230.

Citizens4Community, Let’s Talk
3rd Monday, 5:30 to 8 p.m. RSVP at
citizensdcommunity.com

Military Parents of Sisters Meetings
are held quarterly; please call for details.
541-388-9013.

Oregon Band of Brothers - Sisters
Chapter Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.,
Takoda’s Restaurant. 541-549-6469.

SAGE (Senior Activities, Gatherings
& Enrichment) Monday-Friday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at Sisters Park & Recreation
District. 541-549-2091.

Sisters Aglow Lighthouse
4th Saturday, 10 a.m., Ponderosa Lodge
Meeting Room. 503-930-6158.

Sisters Area Photography Club
2nd Wednesday, 4 p.m., Sisters Library
community room. 541-549-6157.
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Dustbowl Revival brings an eclectic mix of musical genres back to Sisters on February 21.

Dusthowl Revival to return to Sisters

By Ceili Cornelius
Correspondent

Fan-favorite Dustbowl
Revival will be returning to
the Sisters stage on Friday,
February 21 as the second
installment of the Sisters
Folk Festival Winter Concert
Series.

Dustbowl Revival has
always been about push-
ing the boundaries of what
American roots music can
be. In many ways, they could
have continued creating joy-
ful, booty-shaking songs and
cut-to-heart folk-rock ballads
that lift up their transcendent
live shows — and mining

Sisters Area Woodworkers
1st Tuesday, 7 to 9 p.m. 541-639-6216.

Sisters Astronomy Club 3rd
Tuesday, 7 p.m., SPRD. 541-549-8846.

Sisters Bridge Club Thursdays,
12:30 p.m., The Pines Clubhouse.
Novices welcomed. 541-549-9419.

Sisters Caregiver Support Group
3rd Tues., 10:30 a.m., The Lodge in
Sisters. 541-771-3258.

Sisters Cribbage Club Wednesdays,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Ray’s Food Place
community room. 541-923-1632.

Sisters Habitat for Humanity Board
of Directors 4th Tuesday, 6 p.m.
Location information: 541-549-1193.

Sisters Kiwanis Thursdays, 7 to
8:30 a.m., Brand 33 Restaurant at
Aspen Lakes. 541-410-2870.

Sisters Parent Teacher Community
2nd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. at Sisters
Saloon. 541-480-5994.

Sisters Parkinson’s Support Group
2nd Tuesday, 2 p.m., The Lodge.
541-668-6599.

Sisters Red Hats 1st Friday.
Location information: 541-279-1977.

Sisters Rotary 1st and 3rd Thursdays,
5:30 p.m., Takoda'’s. 541-760-5645.

Sisters Speak Life Cancer Support
Group 2nd & 4th Wednesday, 1 p.m.
Suttle Tea. 503-819-1723.

new energetic material from
the place where folk music,
funk and soul meet.

Dustbowl Revival per-
formed at the 2018 Sisters
Folk Festival. They were
one of the groups who were
booked for 2017, but due to
its cancellation they returned
for the 2018 festival.

Zach Lupetin, who goes
by “Z,” plays guitar, sings,
and writes. He spoke with
The Nugget about the return
of the band to Sisters as well
as their new record and the
approach they took with it.

Lupetin moved to L.A.
from Chicago because music
was always an obsession of

Sisters Trails Alliance Board 1st
Monday, 5 p.m. Sisters Library.
Public welcome. 808-281-2681.

Sisters Veterans Thursdays, noon,
Takoda’s Restaurant. 541-903-1123.

Three Sisters Irrigation District
Board of Directors 1st Tuesday,
4 p.m., TSID Office. 541-549-8815.

Three Sisters Lions Club 2nd
Tuesday, noon, Ray’s Food Place
community room. 541-419-1279.

VFW Post 8138 and American Legion
Post 86 1st Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.,
Sisters City Hall. 541-903-1123.

Weight Watchers
Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. weigh-in, Sisters
Community Church. 541-602-2654.

SCHOOLS

Black Butte School Board of
Directors 2nd Tuesday, 5 p.m.,
Black Butte School. 541-595-6203.

Sisters Christian Academy Board
of Directors Monthly on a Friday. Call
541-549-4133 for date & time.

Sisters School District Board of
Directors One Wed. monthly, SSD
Admin Bldg. See schedule online at
www.ssd6.org. 541-549-8521 x5002.

Sisters Middle School Parent
Collaboration Team 1st Tuesday,
2 p.m., SMS. 541-610-9513.

his. He couldn’t escape the
love for it no matter where
he was.

“I was working in adver-
tising when I moved and I
was always trying to find
a way to have music take
over,” said Lupetin.

While in LA, he decided
to put up a hopeful Craigslist
ad about starting a band
because he wanted to play
music with other people.
He listed a bunch of genres
because he wanted to be able
to put genres together.

“People started com-
ing into that musical orbit

See CONCERT on page 29

SISTERS AREA MEETING CALENDAR

CITY & PARKS

Sisters City Council 2nd & 4th
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Sisters City Hall.
541-549-6022.

Sisters Park & Recreation District
Board of Directors 2nd & 4th Tuesdays,
4:30 p.m., SPRD bldg. 541-549-2091.

Sisters Planning Commission
3rd Thursday, 5:30 p.m., Sisters
City Hall. 541-549-6022.

FIRE & POLICE

Black Butte Ranch Police Dept.
Board of Directors Meets monthly.
541-595-2191 for time & date.

Black Butte Ranch RFPD Board of
Directors 4th Thursday, 9 a.m., Black
Butte Ranch Fire Station. 541-595-2288.

Cloverdale RFPD Board of Directors
3rd Wed., 7 p.m., 67433 Cloverdale Rd.
541-548-4815. cloverdalefire.com.

Sisters-Camp Sherman RFPD
Board of Directors 3rd Tuesday,
5 p.m., Sisters Fire Hall, 541-549-0771.

Sisters-Camp Sherman RFPD Drills
Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Sisters Fire Hall,
301 S. EIm St. 541-549-0771.
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