Running commentary

By Charlie Kanzig

Correspondent

I really never imagined
writing a column about poop,
but here goes.

Those of you who hit the
local trails to hike, bike and
run have probably experi-
enced this: You are on a trail
that you frequent, when,
along the side of the path,
you notice a green or blue
“doggie bag,” or a recycled
produce bag, used to con-
tain poop from someone’s
canine companion. On your
way back, you notice it is
still there. The next day, you
use that same trail and there
it sits.

If this were a rare occur-
rence I would write it off as
someone simply forgetting,
but it happens frequently.

My questions are two-
fold: 1. Who do these offend-
ers think is going to pick
up their doggie bags? 2. If
you’re not planning to dis-
pose of the doggie bag, why
use the bag at all?

This issue could be the
foundation of a more exten-
sive social commentary.

Are we dealing with enti-
tled hikers who are above
taking care of their dog’s
doo-doo?

Are people simply conve-
niently forgetful?

Do people believe that
using the bags “is the respon-
sible thing to do” yet they
can’t get themselves to actu-
ally complete the process and
carry the dung to a disposal?

Do people really
believe those bags are
biodegradable?

Is it some sort of indirect
protest against the new law
that doesn’t allow plastic
bags in the grocery store, so
these rebels are saying “I’ll
show you how to use a plas-
tic bag, by gosh!”?

Most of the bags on the
market, including those
you put your produce in at
the grocery store, are not
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actually designed to
return to the earth,
despite what their
label says.

Most bags are
oxo-biodegradable,
which means they
do break down, but
just into smaller
pieces of plastic.
The real biodegrad-
able bags, which are
made of maize flour
and vegetable oil,
actually do break
down naturally
within a few weeks,
with the help of
microorganisms,
whether they end

up in a landfill or g janpost on Sisters trails.

among other com-
postables. These bags tend to
cost about 10 cents apiece. If
you are a dedicated bagger,
look for the genuine article.
What I am about to say
might seem old-fashioned,
but on other than heavily
traveled, close-to-town trails,
wouldn’t it be better to just
leave the poop, unbagged,
in the woods? If Fido poops
right on the trail, can’t we
just take a stick and flick the
pile off the trail, scuff a little
dirt over it, and call it good?
With that said, I would
rather see a forgotten poop
bag along the trail than a
pile of poo on the path. I
have actually carried other
people’s forgotten bags to a
disposal site and encourage
others to do so as well, but
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my hope is that the owners
themselves will do a little
better job of taking care of
their dogs’ business.
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Sisters Saloon Poker Night 7 p.m. Every Wednesday! $20.
For information call 541-549-7427 or go to sisterssaloon.net.

The Suttle Lodge Winter Beer Fest 1to 5 p.m. Taste
ales, enjoy fire pits and snacks. All ages welcome. Portion
of proceeds benefit Oregon Adaptive Sports.$20 tickets at
TheSuttleLodge.com/Happenings.

Cork Cellars Tasty Thursday Hosted Wine Tasting
5to 7 p.m. For additional information call 541-549-26/5 or
go online to corkcellarswinebistro.com.

Sisters Saloon Karaoke Night 9 p.m. to midnight. Every
Thursday, no cover! For additional information call
H41-549-7427 or go o sisterssaloon.net.

Hoodoo Ski Lodge Live Music with Leadbetter Duo 5 to
&p.m. Part of the Friday Night Lights Music Series. Call 541-
822-3337 or go to www.skihoodoo.com for more information.

The Suttle Lodge Winter Beer Fest 1to 5 p.m. Taste
ales, enjoy fire pits and snacks. All ages welcome. Portion
of proceeds benefit Oregon Adaptive Sports.$20 tickets at
TheSuttleLodge.com/Happenings.

Fika Sisters Coffeehouse Game Night until 8 p.m. Bring
your own games & friends or find them there! Call 541-588-
0311 for more information.

Hardtails Bar & Grill KJ Annie Rawkstar Karaoke
Night! 9 p.m. Every Friday, no cover! For additional
information call 541-549-6114 or go to hardtailsoregon.com.

Cork Cellars Live Music with Eric Leadbetter 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. No cover! For information call 541-549-2675 or
go online to corkeellarswinebistro.com.

Chops Bistro Live Music with Bob Baker & Mark
Barringer 6 to 8 p.m. Fiddle and guitar music. For
additional information call 541-549-6015.

The Suttle Lodge Winter Beer Fest 1to 5 p.m. Taste
ales, enjoy fire pits and snacks. All ages welcome. Portion
of proceeds benefit Oregon Adaptive Sports.$20 tickets at
TheSuttleLodge.com/Happenings.

Hardtails Bar & Grill KJ Annie Rawkstar Karaoke
Night! 9 p.m. Every Saturday, no cover! For additional
information call 541-549-6114 or go to hardtailsoregon.com.

Paulina Springs Books Music, Storytelling & Poetry
Open Mic 6 p.m. First Monday of every month. For
information call 541-549-0866.

Sisters Saloon Trivia Night 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Sign-up is
at 6:15. Free, every Tuesday! For additional information call
541-549-7427 or go to sisterssaloon.net.

Sisters Saloon Poker Night 7 p.m. Every Wednesday! $20.
For information call 541-549-7427 or go to sisterssaloon.net.

Cork Cellars Tasty Thursday Hosted Wine Tasting
5to 7 p.m. For additional information call 541-549-26/5 or
go online to corkcellarswinebistro.com.

Sisters Saloon Karaoke Night 9 p.m. to midnight. Every
Thursday, no cover! For additional information call
H41-549-7427 or go to sisterssaloon.net.

Hoodoo Ski Lodge Live Music with The Sugar Pine Boys
5to 8 p.m. Part of the Friday Night Lights Music Series. Call
541-822-3337 or go to www.skihoodoo.com for more info.
Fika Sisters Coffeehouse Game Night until 8 p.m. Bring
your own games & friends or find them there! Call 541-588-
0311 for more information.

Hardtails Bar & Grill KJ Annie Rawkstar Karaoke
Night! 9 p.m. Every Friday, no cover! For additional
information call 541-549-6114 or go to hardtailsoregon.com.

Cork Cellars Live Music with Derek Michael Marc 6:30
t0 8:30 p.m. No cover! For information call 541-549-2675 or
go online to corkeellarswinebistro.com.

Hardtails Bar & Grill KJ Annie Rawkstar Karaoke
Night! 9 p.m. Every Saturday, no cover! For additional
information call 541-549-6114 or go to hardtailsoregon.com.
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