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to resources, education, cul-
tural background, ability, citi-
zenship, race, gender, sexual 
orientation, and more all 
affect what kinds of oppor-
tunities for success and qual-
ity of life are available to a 
person.= 

M e j i a - B o t e r o  i s  a 
D e f e r r e d  A c t i o n  f o r 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
recipient, sometimes called a 
Dreamer. She aims to use her 
<privileges and resources to 
open up more opportunities 
for others.= In collaboration 
with Madras fellow Rossy 
Valdovino-Torres, she helped 
build a club for Dreamers, 
immigrant students, and 
allies at Central Oregon 
Community College during 
her fellowship year.

Jay lyn  Suppah  was 
another winner. A member 
of the Confederated Tribes of 
Warm Springs, she lives on 
the Warm Springs reserva-
tion, where she is a commu-
nity planner and an elected 
member of the Education 
Committee of the Tribe. 

Suppah  spearheaded 
Awareness Through Art 
workshops <to help people 
who are struggling to recover 
from addictions or a sentence 
for some type of criminal 
conviction to reflect on fam-
ily and tribal history and 
culture.= Artistic reflections 

allow them to grow, learn, 
and <move differently in the 
world going forward,= with 
the support of the local judge, 
probation workers, and com-
munity volunteers.

ROP is a statewide organi-
zation with a rural-centered, 
grassroots base working on a 
variety of issues. <We work 
to build and support a shared 
standard of human dignity,= 
the organization states. It 
defines this as belief in the 
equal worth of all people, 
the need for equal access 
to justice, and the right to 
self-determination.

The organization9s mis-
sion is to <strengthen the 
skills, resources, and vision 
of primary leadership in 

local autonomous human 
dignity groups with a goal 
of keeping such groups a 
vibrant source for a just  
democracy.=

Central Oregon PFLAG, 
Central Oregon Jobs with 
Justice, KPOV 88.9 FM/High 
Desert Community Radio, 
the Peace and Justice Team 
at First Presbyterian Church, 
and Jefferson Positive Action 
Group are among its regional 
network partners.

Fe l lowsh ip  app l i ca -
tions are available at https://
rop .org /our-work / rura l -
o rg a n i z i n g - f e l l o w s h i p . 
Additional questions may be 
directed to Hannah Harrod 
at fellowship@rop.org or 
541-802-6020.

LEADERS: Statewide 

organization has 

grassroots base

Continued from page 7

The 2018-2019 Rural Organizing Fellows meet to strategize with labor 
organizers at Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste, a Latino union. 
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is still on, just starting down 
a new path. In September 
of 2016, she announced she 
was going to make a coun-
try album in Oregon. Shortly 
after that, Funk suffered 
a brain aneurism, forcing 
her to have brain surgery. 
Everything was put on hold 
for six months during her 
recovery time. 

<Six months after surgery 
I still wanted to do an album, 
I just had to figure out how 
to get there,= she said. 

Central Oregon local AJ 
Kross, who had connections 
in Nashville, knew of Funk9s 
story and set her up with a 
few writers in Nashville. So, 
throughout 2017, she was 
going back and forth between 
Sisters and Nashville, writ-
ing and recording as much 
of her content as she could. 
In 2018, on her birthday, she 
made the move to Nashville. 

Funk works in restaurants 
and grocery stores to pay the 
bills and make her way there. 

<There is a saying in 
Nashville when you say 
you9re a singer-songwriter, 
they ask you what restau-
rant you work in,= she said. 
<Everyone in Nashville is 
trying to make it and all 
striving after the goal of get-
ting a deal, so this is a dream 
come true for me.= 

Funk begins recording 
her new EP in mid-January. 
She describes her music as 
Americana/country/rock. 
She says that her music and 
sound has gone through 
stages 4 she started out 
more Christian, then into 
more storytelling songs and 
now she writes songs that are 

based on life experiences. 
<I have honed my sound 

more and more, and I can 
feel it changing and I have 
learned from other people,= 
she said. 

Funk plans to write more 
and tour more dates in 2020. 
Just in 2019, she9s written or 
co-written 100 songs, per-
formed 90 dates in six states, 
and she9s just getting started. 
Her most recent successes 
include a newly co-written 
Christmas song, <Holiday 
With You,= cut by coun-
try music great T. Graham 
Brown and Claudette King, 
the daughter of blues legend 
B.B. King. 

Funk plans to tour in 
the next couple of months 
around the western U.S., 
including a date in Sisters. 
She will be playing Chops 
Bistro on February 29, and 
Crux Brewery in Bend on 
February 28. She will be 
touring around Oregon and 
Washington for a month 
and a half and plans to bring 
some of her newly recorded 
music with her. Her EP will 
be made available for pur-
chase in advance before it is 
released on music streaming 
platforms. 
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pursue music career
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Rhonda Funk is pursuing a dream 
in Nashville.
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Hope for a child. Change for a nation.

This ad sponsored by The Nugget Newspaper.

Sweet Emma’s mother passed away 
and her single father struggles to 
provide for all six of his children. 

Emma dreams of becoming a nurse, 
something Hope Africa can help her 

achieve through sponsorship!

Sponsor Emma today at 
HopeAfricaKids.com

Your monthly gift of $39 will provide Emma with 
school fees, uniforms, shoes, food, medical care, 
and the hope that is found only in Jesus Christ.

Your sponsorship pledge makes an impact on your child’s 
life that is both immediately transformational and eternal.

Learn more about Sisters-based Hope Africa International at HopeAfricaKids.com.

541-549-3172
1-800-752-8540
704 W. Hood Ave., Sisters
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NEW YEARS CLEANING AND ORGANIZING?

We recommend a yearly “c leaning” to make sure 
you have the coverage you need as life changes!

DON’T FORGET 

YOUR INSURANCE 

COVERAGE!

2008 TOYOTA RAV4 LIMITED

Best Price! 

No Hassles! 

CARFAX Certifi ed!
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Sisters Car Connection
541-815-7397 192 W. Barclay Dr., Sisters 

Coonnec ooCoonnnneeccttionCoonnnnneeeccttiioonn

$10,900
Bring us your trade-ins 
and low-mileage 
consignments!

4WD, moonroof, automatic 
transmission, 2.4L, only 118k 
miles, clean Oregon title 
and CARFAX.

110 S. SPRUCE ST. | 541-719-1186  

MEATS, GAME
ALASKAN SEAFOOD

CHEESES
SANDWICHES

BEER, WINE, CIDER

541-771-5048
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB#181062

ENVIROTECH

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

16 years in  

   Sisters!

Quality Truck-mounted

CARPET CLEANING
Quality Cleaning
Reasonable Prices

— Credit Cards Accepted —


